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The Scarlet Myzomela
Once considered an absolute rarity in central Victoria, the Scarlet
Honeyeater Myzomela sanguinolenta is now regularly observed.
This tiny jewel of a bird is Australia’s smallest honeyeater, more
diminutive even than the Eastern Spinebill. Also commonly known
as the Scarlet Myzomela, it is a species with a wide-ranging
distribution along the east coast of Australia and east to New
Caledonia. Commonly thought of as a sub-tropical bird it is usually
found in association with flowering eucalypts, paperbarks or
bottlebrushes, where it can be seen flitting in and around the
canopy in search of nectar and insects.
In recent years it has been increasingly reported around
Melbourne (where it was once a rare visitor) and further west as
far as the Pyrenees Ranges. I’ve observed it a few times locally –
each time alerted to its presence by its sweet metallic voice,
described as … lively, cheerful, pretty, melodious and animated.

What’s Happening at the
Panmure St Corner?
In January, I was awarded Mount Alexander Shire Senior Citizen of
the Year. I guess this put me on their radar, because in late March I
received a phone-call from the council asking if I would be the voice
of Newstead for an interpretive sign to be installed on the corner of
Panmure & Lyons Street as part of the Panmure Street streetscape
works.
“Sure,” I replied, wondering what an interpretive sign is? That meant
homework before a meeting two days later at the installation site.
A communication process designed to reveal meanings and
relationships of our cultural and natural heritage to the public. It tells
a story and brings meaning and
interest of a subject for the enjoyment
of the visitor.
(https://www.wayfound.com.au)
I realised that there is one at the
Rotunda-less Park and went to
investigate. That sign is dense with
information and imagery, indicative of
a lot of research. I didn’t have time for
that amount of research, with a
proposed deadline of 10th June, one
that included commissioning and
installation of the artworks. That was
about six weeks for concept, content and artwork.
I spoke with a few local people, and council spoke with Dja Dja
Wurrung Elder Uncle Rick Nelson and Welcome to Country Project
Co-ordinator Donna Spiller. From this came the idea of an installation
primarily in the footpath - five flat circular stones, sandblasted with
a minimal number of images and words, to evoke stories of the
town. A large stone installed on the corner would tie the stories
together.
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Scarlet Honeyeater, Muckleford State
Forest, 11th September 2022

This one, a magnificent adult male, was heard recently
(11/9/2022) high in the canopy in a damp gully dominated by
White Box E.albens and Yellow Box E.melliodora to the north of
Bell’s Lane Track. The strikingly coloured male is reputed to sing
more loudly than the female, which is largely light brown with just
a hint of red wash around the head.
I’m reasonably confident I heard one at the same location about
six weeks ago, though a single burst of song was not enough to
mark it down as a certain observation. In recent times there have
been a number of irruptions of Scarlet Honeyeaters (see here from
The Age in 2017) … I’m starting to wonder though … maybe this
beautiful bird is now a ‘quasi-resident’ of the box ironbark country.
Read more at Natural Newstead geoffpark.wordpress.com
I held a ‘listening post’ on site in March. To inspire comment there
were sheets of annotated A3 paper, nominating the five identified
aspects of Newstead – Town, First Nations, Community, Arts &
Culture, and Flora & Fauna/Environment. A few people stopped and
added suggestions.
Bob Clutterbuck took on the job of recruiting artists and overseeing
the development of the project’s concept. Meanwhile Dean Smith
and I went to Pyrenees Quarries to investigate local and other
potential stone materials. With the selection made, the artworks
were sent to be transferred to the granite discs.
Work has now begun laying
the paving, showing a
representation of the Loddon
River. The blank discs are
placeholders awaiting the
installation of the completed
artworks.
I initially agreed to be
involved in the project
because community is
important to me, and if the
Newstead community didn’t
have some involvement, we
would end up with decisions
made by others.
The funding was provided by the Department of Jobs, Precincts and
Regions and supported projects in Chewton, Guildford and
Newstead. The grant was $1,400,000 with an additional $100,000
from the shire council. I know there are people who feel the money
would be better spent fixing our levee bank and that may be so, but
public art is important too.
With the completed artwork discs installed, there will be a website
which explains the stories they evoke, and details of the artists who
created them.
Kelly Skinner • 0448 234 758
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Castlemaine Festival of
Gardens
After two cancellations because of ‘you know what’, it’s third time
lucky. The Castlemaine Festival of Gardens resumes again this
year. The festival will be held between 29th October and 6th
November, the Melbourne Cup Week. It will be an opportunity for
everyone to get out into the fresh air and enjoy the pleasures of
the garden.
We are privileged here in Newstead to have two of the twenty-one
open gardens during the festival. These are two very different
styles of gardens which might inspire you.
Firstly, Roger’s famous ‘Antares’; it was seen on Gardening
Australia. This garden is a perfect example of ‘upcycling’. Don’t
throw away any of your unwanted items until you have seen
Roger’s garden, for some great ideas for your own garden.
Secondly, Lacey’s ‘Hidden Garden’. Here we have two gardens in
one hidden behind a wormwood hedge. You will find both an
eastern and western garden. The oriental garden consists of
Barry’s collection of over 100 bonsai together with both a fish and
a frog pond. Barry is happy to advise on matters pertaining to
bonsai.
The western garden is a mix of roses, irises, hundreds of bulbs
and various other plants, as well as object d’art. It’s a fun and
peaceful garden.
Further information is available from a programme booklet at Dig
Café or www.festivalofgardens.org
Jen Lacey • 0447 581 808

Jan Duncan, Barry Lacey, Jen Lacey
and Roger McKindley promoting the
Festival of Gardens

The second of Newstead Walks
and Wheels Spring bike rides will
be on Sunday 16th October.
• Meet at the Newstead
Community Playground,
Lyons St. at 9am
• BYO drink, snack, sunscreen, repair kit.
• All rider capabilities catered for.
• Moderate level of fitness and serviceable bike required.
• Route will be on some unmade roads.
• Distance will be determined on the day (approximately 1020kms)
The third and final ride this Spring will be on 20th November.
If you have any questions:
Steve Foskey • 0401 107 857
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Newstead Live
Think Tank
A reminder to come along to the community centre on Sunday
9th October at 10.30am to share your ideas on how Newstead
Live can best engage and benefit the community.
We are also encouraging people to put their names on our
volunteer list. Here is an outline of volunteer tasks.
Crafters:
Help design and create decorations for venues and in the streets.
We need your imagination and your skills.
Setting up and breaking down:
• Putting up bunting, lighting and other decorations around the
town
• Hanging stage backdrops
• Arranging furniture
• Putting up misting systems
• Putting bins in place
• Doing all of the above in reverse
Moving furniture and staging:
We share these with Maldon, so we need people with utes and
trailers to pick them up and return them. This is being organised
by the Newstead Cricket Club.
Reception:
Sell tickets and issue wristbands. In particular, we need people
willing to download the Square app on their tablets to facilitate
the sale of tickets and festival merchandise.
Door & camp wardens:
• Door wardens check wristbands at venues.
• Camp wardens check camping passes and make sure camp
sites are set up in an orderly fashion.
Dish washers:
Newstead Live is moving towards a more sustainable model so
we discourage throw-away food containers. We need people to
help wash dishes in the community centre café.
Maintenance & cleaning:
Bins that are full need to be rolled away and replaced with empty
bins. Toilets need cleaning.
Venue managers:
Make sure that the venue runs smoothly and safely.
Kelly Skinner, Director, Newstead Live! Music Festival
0448 234 758

OP SHOP
The Committee appreciates the donation of saleable goods for our
Op Shop. This allows us to raise funds to put back into the
community and offer community grants for local groups.
Please ensure that you do not leave non saleable goods as it costs
the RTC to dispose of these items.
If you have any goods of particular value to donate, please deliver
them to the RTC during opening hours. Opening hours are Monday
to Friday 9am to 5pm.
Sue Culvenor - President 0409 323 844
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Folk Music and the Church
Traditional folk music is I imagine, as old as human culture. We
have from the very earliest days used music to tell the stories that
make us who we are. This is certainly true of Christianity, which
continues to this day to sing the ancient songs of faith known as
Psalms from the Bible.
For the upcoming Maldon Folk Festival, we will be hosting a special
church service at Holy Trinity Maldon. Our new hymn books,
Ancient & Modern, include tunes and words that reach right back
into the folk traditions of America and Europe.
The modern folk song ‘Morning Has Broken’ made famous by Cat
Stevens is set to the tune ‘Bunessan’. ‘Bunessan’ is a hymn tune
based on a Scottish folk melody from the town of that name,
located beside the Isle of Iona, which was founded by Irish monks.
‘The works of the Lord are created in wisdom’ is set to the tune
‘The Bard of Armagh’, an Irish ballad from the 1600s which then
entered into the American modern folk canon where it was known
as ‘The Streets of Laredo’.
And on and on it goes! We welcome you to join us as we explore
and enjoy this age-old connection between the folk music tradition
and the Christian faith, as part of Maldon Folk Festival.
The Sung Eucharist service will begin at 11am at Holy Trinity,
Maldon on Sunday the 30th of October.
Rev. Darcy Vaughan
Anglican Parish of Maldon and Newstead
0407 245 951
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Due to the Grants article not being published in the
September Echo, the RTC Committee has extended the
closing date for the September Grants Program to 12th
October 2022.

Community
Grants Program
The Newstead Rural Transaction Centre Grants Program will be
operating in September / October 2022.
Grant amount
Up to $1,000 (There will be $3,000 in Grant monies made
available).
Eligibility
1. Not for profit organisations / groups
2. Current Newstead Bendigo Bank account holders
3. Must service Newstead and District residents
4. Groups that received a Grant in the past two years are ineligible
5. Not available to political, gambling or racially based groups
To Apply
Write a letter (Newstead RTC Grants, 45 Lyons St. Newstead.
3462) or send an email (info@newsteadrtc.org ) with the subject
as GRANTS to the Newstead RTC Committee or complete &
submit the Grant Application form available at the RTC 9am to
5pm weekdays.
Include the following information in your application
• Amount required
• How it will benefit Newstead and District residents
• Include Bendigo Bank Account details (Acc name, BSB & Acc
Number)
• Include Contact details of the person applying on behalf of the
Organisation/Group
Closing Date: 12th October 2022
Reporting Back: Recipients of our Grants will need to report back
to the RTC within six months of receiving the grant, to show (with
copies of receipts) how the money was used. Also photo evidence
would be appreciated.
Applications will be considered, and grant money allocated at the
October Monthly Meeting and applicants will be notified
accordingly.
Sue Culvenor,
President RTC Committee
0409 323 844

Maths Support for Senior
Secondary Students
Help for senior secondary school students seeking
support and assistance in preparation for end-of-year
exams is available from Ian — an experienced teacher
and VCAA examination assessor.
He is a new resident of Newstead and is currently in
discussion with the Rural Transaction Centre about
establishing a weekly late afternoon session time for
interested students.
For more information - phone 0438 008 359
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Community Q & A Sessions for
Interconnector West Project

Community Gains to the Tune
of $3.5million

The Victoria to NSW Interconnector West (VNI West) project is part
of a national overhaul of the electricity transmission network
designed to unlock renewable energy from regional and rural areas
across the country.
The Hepburn Shire LGA is one of the worst-affected areas arising
from the Western Renewables Link Project (WRLP), with
transmission lines of 500kV and 220kV proposed to traverse the
shire from east to west and with a terminal station on a 24ha site
at Mt Prospect.
The impact of this project on our shire will be doubled by the VNI
West project which proposes to connect a 500kV north-south
transmission line connecting the proposed Mt Prospect terminal
station via Bendigo to Kerang and NSW.
The Hepburn Shire Council are committed to empowering and
educating the members of the community to the processes and
opportunities for participation. Council officers would like to
discuss the scope of these projects and what it will mean for our
community in an open forum and will take questions from
community members.
Where
Yandoit Mechanics Hall
When
Wednesday 12th October (2 x 1-hour sessions) 4pm & 6pm
Jack Morales • jmorales@hepburn.vic.gov.au

Maldon District Financial Services Limited is the organisation that
governs the Community Bank branches of Maldon, Newstead &
Dunolly, as part of the broader Bendigo Bank network of
Community Bank branches.
As part of its governance, an Annual General Meeting must be
held each year to report on our financials, as well as present to
members, customers and community about the impacts that we
are having along with the challenges that come from being a part
of a Community Bank.
The Annual General Meeting for 2022 will be held on Wednesday
26th October at the Maldon Community Centre from 5.30pm (for
drinks and nibbles) with the meeting starting at 6pm. Financials
and our 2022 Annual Report will be available prior to the meeting
in branches, on the night, or following the event on our website
at www.mdcb.com.au
To RSVP for the AGM, please email Shannon Burdeu, our
Executive Officer at executiveofficer@mdcb.com.au or chat with
a staff member in any of our branches at Maldon, Newstead or
Dunolly.

Newstead Community Centre AGM
Thursday 27th October 2022 @ 6.00pm

2

Council
news
Spread the Christmas cheer!

Australia Day Awards 2023

The Mount Alexander Shire community always
puts on a great show to celebrate Christmas, and
we want to support our small towns in spreading
this season’s cheer. This is why we’re offering
Small Town Christmas Celebration Grants.
We’re offering grants of up to $1,000 per
township to put towards outdoor decorations,
community events and other celebrations you
have in mind.
The application form is available at
mountalexander.vic.gov.au/Grants, along
with guidelines and more details. To speak to
a member of Council call 5471 1700 or
email grants@mountalexander.vic.gov.au.
Grant applications close Monday 24 October.

Is there someone in your community who’s
made a positive difference to the lives of
others? Nominate them now for the 2023 Mount
Alexander Shire Australia Day Awards.
Find forms and more information at
mountalexander.vic.gov.au/AustraliaDay.
Nominations close on Friday 2 December.

Join the Seniors Festival
Come along to the free Country Concert featuring
Broderick Smith, at 2.00pm on Friday 7 October
at Castlemaine Town Hall.
For more Victorian Seniors Festival events
visit seniorsonline.vic.gov.au.

Working together for a healthy, connected shire
mountalexander.vic.gov.au (03) 5471 1700
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Emergency Response Expo 2022
Newstead residents are urged to visit the Castlemaine Emergency
Response Expo and learn directly from first responders and
emergency agencies about how to prepare their properties for
emergencies and how to protect their family, friends, neighbours
and animals.
The Bureau of Meteorology has just announced that storms and
flooding are more likely than usual this Spring - as climate models
show similar conditions to 2010 and 2016, when thousands of
Victorian homes were impacted by widespread major flooding.
Daniel Bone, Deputy Controller of SES Castlemaine Unit said “The
Expo gives the community of Newstead, Castlemaine and
surrounding areas a unique opportunity to learn about the risks
where we live and work, and to talk with the experts about creating
an emergency plan based on local risk factors”.
Luke Ryan, Council’s Emergency Management Coordinator added
“This is a great chance to meet your local emergency service
organisations and have your questions answered by the
professionals. It’s also a good way for new and existing residents to
gain a better understanding of local emergency risks and how to
prepare for them.”
Important questions we should be asking ourselves right now
include:
• Do I know what to do in the event of an emergency?
• Do I understand the flood, storm and fire risks where I live and
work?
• Am I, and my family prepared?
• Do I know how to access the help I may need if an emergency
occurs?
The Expo is a free community event where you will find:
• Information on how to prepare your property for flooding, storms
and bushfire
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• Expert advice on how to prepare and care for your pets and
wildlife in an emergency
• Fire trucks, police cars, rescue trucks, ambulances and many
other emergency vehicles
• Information on keeping safe around the campfire and when
burning off garden waste
• Presentations from first responders and emergency workers to
help you be better prepared
• Volunteers who can help you get involved locally, and
• Food, drinks, live entertainment and kids’ activities.
What: Castlemaine Emergency Response Expo
When: Saturday 8 October, 11.00am – 3.00pm
Where: Western Reserve, Castlemaine
Entry fee: Gold coin donations to the local CFA and SES are
welcome
Daniel Bone, Deputy Controller, SES Castlemaine Unit
Tel: 0438 303 220 |
Email: daniel.bone@members.ses.vic.gov.au

Community Market at Clydesdale
The next Yandoit, Franklinford and Clydesdale Community Market
is being held on Sunday 2nd October from 10am - 2pm.
In the spirit of sharing the community love, our market this time
will be held at the Clydesdale Community Hall (Locarno Road).
Come along and support the community and local producers…
and of course to find some treasures.
Stallholders welcome. Hope to see you there.
To register a stall, please contact:
Liz Butler • 0414 525 074

Maldon & District Financial
Services Ltd (MDFSL)
(trading as Maldon & District Community Bank)

Annual General Meeting
5.30pm for a 6pm start
Wednesday 26 October 2022
Maldon Community Centre,
Francis St Maldon
Annual report and Agenda for AGM available in branch
and www.maldoncb.com.au from Monday 3 October
Contact Shannon Burdeu, Company Secretary,
0478 435 110, executiveofficer@mdcb.com.au
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Enhancing the
Laundry Chore
The volunteer team at the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre
(RTC) is always keen to introduce innovative new ways for the local
community, and passing visitors alike, to enjoy their experience
when using the services or facilities they offer. So why not try to
take a bit of the drudge out of doing the laundry?
Two years ago the RTC installed brand new washing machines and
dryers in the laundromat and these have been warmly received as
shown by the significant increase in the number of people both
local, and a few travellers passing through, that are using the
facility.
Many people may have noticed the Ornamental Pear ‘Capital’
trees recently planted in the side yard at the RTC. Ten of these
fast growing attractive flowering trees have been positioned as an
avenue and along the pathway to the Laundromat to help beautify
and soften the area. Along with the lone Poplar, these trees will
create a welcoming effect to the many people on the pathway to
doing their laundry.
And now the latest innovation to enhance the use of the
Laundromat has arrived.
Users will now find the RTC has installed a table and seats set for
Laundromat users to sit and read or just take in the sunshine while
waiting for those rumbling dryers to finish.
As part of the initiative to improve the east side of the RTC, it is
hoped that not only laundry users, but also passing tourists and
picnickers will make use of the table as well as the other RTC
facilities. Toilets are available when the RTC is open, and people
can even use the RTC kitchen to make themselves a cup of coffee
for a gold coin donation.
The RTC committee wishes to thank Graeme Lees and the
Newstead Men’s Shed for building the table and seats set which
we all hope will be well used for many years to come.
Garry Wallin • 0477 921 225

Historical Society
More information re Plaistow visit 15th October
2022.
There are changes to the planned visit to Plaistow on 15th
October 2022.
Barbecue lunch is cancelled. The visit will be an excursion only,
Plaistow’s history is sure to be an interesting one.
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Your Local Pool
Needs You!
Newstead Pool Committee has had a long and
successful history of being an integral part of
our community. From many years ago when
the pool was led and operated by the locals
to today, where we as the Newstead Pool Events Committee
independently hosts a number of outdoor swimming events. We
work closely with the local council and the YMCA to ensure the
pool stays open and thrives.
We are truly at a crossroads with the committee and are
desperately seeking new members to continue our work, and
piggyback on the growing community in and around Newstead.
The committee meets a couple of times a year, generally in the
evenings, between November and March. We then ask every
committee member to assist at one event during the season, so
we can attract local residents and also give something back.
Newstead has a reputation for putting on great live events and
this was epitomised during last summer’s season at the pool
where we had a Ramones covers band, Gypsy Jazz, family BBQs
and even a 12-hour slow-cooked pork BBQ served on Christmas
Eve.
If you are able to be part of our group, you will be richly rewarded
by getting to meet new people, learn a little bit about the politics
of the pool (sigh), but also receive a free family season
membership.
We all have some fantastic ideas, thoughts and future plans for
the pool this upcoming season and would be thrilled to welcome
new members of our community to help shape and develop these
further.
Do you wonder where the slide went at the pool? Query why the
pool only opens at mid-afternoon during term-time? Ponder over
what has happened to the ice creams in the freezer?
If this sounds like something that has piqued your interest, then
please come along on Thursday 27th October @ 7pm, to the
Newstead Cricket and Netball Club and we’ll be thrilled to meet
you (Any updates will be on Newstead Community Facebook
pages/Newstead Pool Page, with any changes to date/times, and
zoom options available).
This will be the first committee meeting of the season where we
will be putting forward members for active roles, as well as for
general membership. Absolutely no pressure to join long-term, if
you decide it’s not for you.
Any queries, feel free to message through our Newstead Pool
page: https://www.facebook.com/newsteadpool. We’d love to hear
from you.
And we hope to see you all at the pool. Newstead Pool season is
early December through to early March.
Kylie Brew, Newstead Pool Events Committee

Visit is open to Newstead & District Historical Society members
and guests and local community members.
No entrance fee to be a part of this excursion; however donations
to the Historical Society will be appreciated.
Date, Saturday October 15th 2022. Time 2 pm to 4 pm.
Joan Sartori, Secretary • 5476 2327, 0437 962 267
Email: joan.sartori@bigpond.com
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Newstead CWA
Small Crowd Hears Great News
A small crowd attended our community gathering in Newstead on
15th September to hear the great news that Newstead’s solar farm
has the green light to go ahead.
After years of negotiations and work, we are delighted that our
partner, Flow Power, has declared their support for the project and
will begin construction in earnest in the first quarter of next year.
The project includes a three megawatt (MW) solar farm, capable of
producing more than enough energy for Newstead, and a battery that
can store 5MW hours of energy.
The battery will store excess solar power generated and then dispatch
it into the grid as required. This may be at night or when it’s cloudy
and the panels aren’t collecting much solar energy.
Local people will be able to become Flow Power customers and know
that their energy is the greenest energy available.
Flow Power’s Head of Energy Projects, Tom Harrison, and Project
Engineer Lachlan O’Brien attended the meeting. They answered
detailed questions about the site, the storage battery and
management plans.
They said having a relationship with the local Renewable Newstead
team helped bring the project to fruition.
The company owns at least eleven other energy generating ‘farms’
around Australia. Most are solar. Two harvest energy using wind.
Renewable Newstead, with the help of a $1.1 million Victorian
Government grant, will pay the landholder lease costs and the cost
to connect the farm to the electricity grid.
Some of our Renewable Newstead volunteers also attended to share
information about different aspects of the farm.
Project stalwart and RN volunteer Don Culvenor said Newstead could
be very proud of its solar farm.
He said, though small, Newstead’s solar farm and its development
will have many ground-breaking lessons for Victoria.
He said it would show that it was cheaper and more effective for the
Victorian Government to subsidise small-scale solar farms than
rooftop solar.
Don said having the solar farm based here could spark other green
energy projects locally and might attract businesses wanting to source
green energy.
We understand that, at this stage, many locals may not know much
about the solar farm or what it could mean for them. We want to
change that.
We want to help you understand how the farm can benefit your
household/business and our community and why you can be proud
of having it here. Ask yourself what you want to know about it and
email your questions to info@renewablenewstead.com.au
Genevieve Barlow • 0427 762 633

Key project stalwart and Renewable Newstead volunteer
Don Culvenor addresses RN's community gathering

The 7th September meeting was our International Day with the
Country of Study Malaysia. It was reported last month to “Expect
some interesting food and information from a guest speaker" and
this was certainly the case. Our guest speaker, Helen Johnstone,
gave an extensive outline of her four years in Penang Malaysia.
Her personal observations, as well as a wonderful pictorial display,
were much appreciated. Helen closed the presentation with a
chopstick eating challenge. This lead nicely into our Malaysian
inspired lunch. Member’s surprise creations included spicy
pumpkin soup, roti bread, chicken satays two ways, Singapore
noodles, coconut steamed rice, beef curry, plain rice, prawn salad
as well as potato and kumara warm salad. Sweet dishes included
tapioca, mango coconut trifle, coconut milk ice-cream and fruit
salad. You could have come and joined the fun!
Our International Officer, Anne, then gave an overview of Malaysia
and its development from British, Portuguese, and Dutch
occupation into a constitutional monarchy. The development of
fine tin and pewter crafts, introduced by Chinese tin miners, as
well as the growth of rubber plantations, were also described.
Even though the cities are densely populated two thirds of the
land is virgin jungle with many sought after types of timber used
in furniture making, as well as buildings. Many different religious
groups result in many local festivals. As reported in local media
there is a visible divide between the very rich and poor, but the
majority are well educated and middle class. Corruption in high
office is also a problem. Some members presented information
on specific areas of interest which added to the day and Anne
had made a flag of the nation. Her short four question quiz was
another challenge to try to remember some facts from the talks.
More colour was added to the day with sarongs and other
Malaysian styles of dress being worn by some members. A day a
fun and friendship was enjoyed by all.
The upcoming fundraising events for October and November
include providing afternoon tea for a Book Launch on Wednesday
19th October and our Spring Fling at Forest Edge Garden on
Monday 7th November. Keep an eye out for the posters.
Darryl O’Bryan • 0419 881 273
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We would appreciate your company and willing hands to put the
heap together. The more the merrier for us all. Come and join us
on Friday 14th October from 9.30 am on - staying only as long as
you can. There are many jobs, including holding the hose, none
too onerous.
We will of course break for tea, coffee, and cake together.
Shana Rowe

Weeds Wonderful Weeds
Spring has sprung and given us, amid all the water, wattle, buds,
and blossom, an abundance of weeds!
At least they dislodge more easily from the soggy ground. Time to
make the most of their nutrients and bulk.
At the garden, we can get excited about biodynamic compost, the
amazing product of earth's bounty. Set on an airy bed, with layers
of greens, manure, browns, kitchen scraps, a touch of lime,
valerian, and some added BD formula, kept warm and wet, can
give back big bounty for our work.

Newstead Bowls Club
Our green had its opening on
Thursday 22nd Sept. Being an
unexpected holiday was both a
blessing and a curse as coupled
to the AFL holiday making a four
day long weekend and numbers
were not as we had hoped.
On Sunday 23rd October we are
going to run a Newstead Triples
Tournament. Open to all comers it
is a 3 bowl, three players per
team event played in a round
robin format. The event will also be a memorial day for one of our
favourite sons that is no longer with us, “Bunga” Young. If you are
a player and want to join a team or put in a team please contact
Graeme. Details at this article’s end.
Our AGM mk2 was another fizzer. Never have an AGM in football
season! Going to have to slip it into a practice night.
Our practice is on Thursdays and will start about 5pm. If you are
new to town or just want to try lawn bowls come on down and join
our practice for a hello, a bowl and a liquid. No experience
needed.
Graeme Lipback • 0400 931 347

Government
services – closer
than you think
A local service can provide access to Centrelink, Medicare and
other government programs and services.
Newstead Rural Transaction Centre is an Australian Government
Agency of Services Australia Access Point. Using the provided
computer, you can log in to your myGov account and do your
business on the spot. There is a phone for you to access phone
self service or speak to a department service officer. If you would
rather use your mobile phone or tablet, they have got free Wi-Fi
available 24/7. You do not need a password so you can get online
straight away. You can also use the Wi-Fi to download and install
the Express Plus mobile apps.
The morning volunteer staff can certify your identity documents
for you. (Mon – Fri : 9am to 1pm) There are brochures available
about the many services offered by Services Australia.
So next time you need to do some government business, drop
into the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre.
Opening hours:- Monday – Friday 9am to 5pm at 45 Lyons
Street, Newstead. Ph 5476 2360
Sue Culvenor, President RTC Committee • 0409 323 844
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Yandoit Cultural - Two Concerts
in October
DUO BLISS perform GREEN
Sunday 16th October at 4.00pm
Yandoit Uniting Church, Uniting Church Rd,
Yandoit
Nadia Piave (voice) and Jacinta Dennett
(harp) have been playing as duo Bliss since
the 1990s. GREEN is over 20 songs from
the 1500s to now, that defy genre to explore
the shades, tones and complexities of green
in music that includes the colour in their
titles, lyrics or themes. The concert includes
re-imagined evergreens like Greensleeves, Robert Burns’ Green
Grow the Rashes, Being Green, and Kate Bush’s Wuthering
Heights, and compositions by artists including Joni Mitchell, Miles
Davis, Tom Waits, and Green Day.
Italo-Australian Nadia Piave and Ballarat-born harpist Jacinta
Dennett formed duo Bliss while studying at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music. Piave’s awards include the prestigious
Frederic May Foundation Scholarship from the University of
Sydney, and Dennett’s awards include the Jim Marks Postgraduate
Scholarship and the Director’s Award for Exceptional Doctoral
Research at the University of Melbourne.
CERIDWEN McCOOEY returns with
EUCALYPTUS STRING QUARTET
Sunday 23rd October at 6.00pm
Yandoit Cultural – Uniting Church Road,
Yandoit
For those lucky enough to hear Ceridwen
McCooey play cello at Yandoit Cultural in
June with Darcy King on classical guitar, she
is returning to Yandoit, this time with the
Eucalyptus String Quartet. Ceridwen
McCooey plays Cello, along with Sujie Kim and Samuel Ke, both
on violin, and Flora Cawte on Viola. The quartet will perform a
variety of classical music.
Ceridwen McCooey is an Australian cellist and composer based in
Melbourne. She was the 2022 The Talent winner on 3MBS. She
was selected for the Melbourne Recital Centre’s three-year
scholarship program Accelerando, three invitations to perform at
the VCE Season of Excellence, and the Kate Flowers Memorial
Scholarship award through the University of Melbourne. Her love
of improvisation and experimentation earned her 1st place in the
Allan Zavod Performer’s Award. Ceridwen’s recent composition The Conference of the Birds has been released through Rhodium
as her debut LP.
Entry by donation - Please support our musicians who have been
hard hit over the past couple of years, by Covid and lockdowns.
Bookings for both concerts: Email ycfcpg@gmail.com or phone
Nikki 0432 232 073.
Nikki Marshall • 0432 232 073
Dear ECHO Reader,
This edition of the Newstead Echo has been made possible
by the generosity of the Newstead RTC, the Maldon &
District Community Bank, Mount Alexander Shire and by our
local community. We thank you for your support.

OCTOBER @ the Hub
Coming up at the Hub: new exhibition Subjective Objectivity
opening Saturday 1st October.
Expressions of Interest for exhibitions, workshops & events for
2023 now open; announcing It’s a Small World Sculpture Prize
2023; and more workshops in October-November. Come and
enjoy your Arts Hub: open weekends 10.00am-4.00pm.
Subjective Objectivity - David Bradtke & Marcus Hotblack
Opening: Sat 1st Oct. 11.00am-1.00pm
Weekends: Sat & Sun, 1st-23rd October, 2022, 10.00am4.00pm.
Whilst representational
art and abstract art
seem to be at different
ends of the spectrum,
there is more in
common than one may
imagine. Two local
artists who each live a
stone’s throw from the
Arts Hub are showing exactly that. Free. All welcome.
Open Now! Expressions of Interest - exhibitions, workshops
& events 2023
Proposals for exhibitions, workshops and events for 2023 are now
open. Solo or group shows, platform events, garden gatherings,
creative workshops, talks, online events: we welcome all
proposals. Complete our simple Expression of Interest form on the
What’s On page of our website. Deadline for EOIs is Sunday 30th
October 2022.
Creating Scratchboard Art - A Workshop with Sean Kenan
Sat 22nd Oct, 2022, 10.00am-3.00pm. Book now!
Sean Kenan’s scratchboard art reveals the line in stunning black
and white. The effect is similar to woodcut or wood engraving. To
create a scratchboard, a
thin layer of clay is
applied to a board and
covered in indian ink.
Scratching the black
surface reveals the
white clay surface
underneath. The works
are not prints: each one
is an original creation.
No experience in art or
scratchboard needed: beginners welcome. All materials provided.
If you saw his wonderful exhibition in April, here’s a chance to try
your hand at this creative form.
‘It’s a Small World’ Sculpture Prize 2023
The Hub is excited to announce it will be running a sculpture
prize/exhibition in 2023 for small sculptural works. Exhibition
dates: 18th March - 9th April 2023. Entry opens 15th October
2022 and closes 1st December 2022. Keep an eye out for details
coming soon on our website and social media.
See What’s On at www.newsteadartshub.org for full details on all
events, workshops & tickets; join our mailing list; or contact us at
info@newsteadartshub.org.
Contact : Jen Diver 0411 077 217 Newstead Arts Hub
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Councillor’s Desk
Thanks for your feedback on a new play
space for Newstead
Thanks to all the families in the area who have
recently provided feedback to Council about
the playground at Newstead Memorial Park.
We’re planning on rejuvenating the play space early next year, and
the first step in this process is hearing what the community wants
to see at the playground. We’ve been asking users of the space
to share what you like about the space and what improvements
you’d like to see, and we’re currently in the process of working
through all that community feedback. I’ll have more to share with
you on the playground upgrade in the coming months, so in the
meantime, keep an eye on
www.shape.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/newstead-memorial-parkplayground-renewal for project updates. We’re looking forward to
having works finished on an improved play space by mid-2023.
Let’s dress up Newstead with a Small-Town Christmas
Celebration Grant
The Newstead community always puts on a great show to
celebrate Christmas, and this year Council is offering Small Town
Christmas Celebration Grants to help spread festive cheer. Grants
of up to $1,000 are available per township to put towards outdoor
decorations, community events and any other celebrations you
have in mind. These grants are a really great opportunity for local
groups to come together and celebrate Christmas within the
community. There’s one grant available per town, so we’re
encouraging community groups to work together on the
application process.

Outdoor Activities
Galore with Mirawara
Mirawara is a not-for-profit, social enterprise located within the
goldfields of Central Victoria in Box-Ironbark country. We are a
bunch of passionate outdoor and environmental educators who
want to promote connections and the creation of stories/culture
between young people and nature through outdoor education
activities such as rock-climbing, bushwalking, canoeing, bush
skills, nature studies and much more. Our organisation is focused
on community engagement, resilience building and creating a
community that works together to nurture a sense of care and
love for nature.
Mirawara was founded in 2015 by Emmanuelle Dubuc after she
graduated from Latrobe University in 2014 with a degree in
Environmental and Outdoor Education. Mirawara won second
place, in 2018 under the State Government funding initiative
‘Pick My Project’ and were able to run cultural, environmental and
outdoor education programs for our local youth for a year.
We are currently working on funding applications to run a similar
program called ‘Youth for Future’. This program will be providing
opportunities for our local youth to enjoy thrilling outdoor
adventures, such as rock-climbing, abseiling, bushwalking,
survival skills and bush-craft, as well as learning about our local
environment. To keep up to date with this initiative, you can
subscribe to our mailing list at mirawara.org
Our spring program is now open for booking. Upcoming activities
include a basket weaving workshop with Dja Dja Wurrung elder
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These grants form part of a larger initiative to celebrate Christmas
in Mount Alexander Shire during the month of December. Other
elements will include art installations, decorations, performances,
and events across the shire. Grant applications close on Monday
24th October. The form is quick and simple, and available through
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/Grants, along with guidelines and
more details. If you’d prefer to speak to a Council team member
to discuss your application and ask questions, you can call 5471
1700 or email grants@mountalexander.vic.gov.au.
Improvements underway at Newstead Former Courthouse
Council’s Buildings and Projects team have recently carried out
some repair and maintenance work on the Newstead Former
Courthouse. Improvement works have been undertaken on the
eaves of the roof and the chimney, and the windows have also
been repaired. The building’s external doors have had a fresh coat
of paint, and we’re in the process of upgrading the power outlets
and lighting, which will be of great benefit to the Newstead &
District Historical Society. Step-by-step, these improvements are
safeguarding this significant piece of heritage for future
generations.
Listening posts
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday of each
month between 10am and 12noon. The next one is scheduled
for Thursday 3rd November as I’ll be interstate in the first week of
October, but don’t forget that you can contact me via email at
loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or 0437 108 458. You
can also lodge a service request to Council at any time via the
home page on our website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au.
Matt Driscoll • 0437 108 458

Aunty Marilyne Nicholls, a survival skills day with survivalist expert
Leafy at Mt Alexander (Leanganook), and a rock-climbing day at
Dog Rocks. For more info, visit our website at mirawara.org.
Emmanuelle Dubuc • 0437 172 786

1946-2022 RAINFALL

As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
2022

116 mm
452 pts

August 2022
AVERAGE
HIGHEST
59 mm

230 pts

131.2 mm
(1981)
512 pts

LOWEST
15 mm
(2014)
59 pts

September 2022 Rainfall up to 27th 78.2 mm, 305 pts
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Newstead Spinners
And this month we celebrated another
milestone birthday! Our dear friend and stalwart
lifetime member Dot Henshall turned 99!!! Dot
has been coming to
our group for 28
years, though does
not make it regularly
these days. Bright as
a button she is living
in her own home,
spinning on her
electric
wheel
whenever she gets a
chance and knitting.
To stay in touch with
fibre is totally important to her. Wendy and Beth talked about
dyeing days she has hosted, sheep she raised for their fleeces
and times shared. So, we gave her a huge shared lunch…
everyone brought
a plate and Suzan
made one of her
amazing cakes.
Dot wore a jacket
made in the SixSquare Origami
pattern
from
fabric she wove
and a Mobius
scarf she knitted
Jeanette and Susie admire
the Origami jacket
from
yarn
comprising plied

Newstead Football Netball Club
Well, that’s it for another season, after having two interrupted years
due to Covid, we have been able to complete a full season at the
club. It hasn’t been easy though, we have seen less people
volunteering, which has put added pressure on our volunteers in
season 2022, so we have a lot of tired people, looking forward to
the summer break.
Although no premiership cups have been won in season 22, we
have had a good year at the club, and have seen some finals
action in both Football & Netball, which certainly gives promise for
the future at the club.
Finals results
Football
• U11.5s defeated in Elimination
• Reserves defeated in Preliminary
Netball
• U11s defeated in Semi final
• U15s defeated in Preliminary
• C Grade defeated in Semi Final
• B Grade defeated in Elimination final
• A Grade defeated in Elimination final
We are currently looking at all coaching positions at the club, and
are hopeful we can get positions filled quickly, so we can set plans
in readiness for 2023.
Our first coaching announcement is that Jamie Bright has agreed
to coach the U11.5’s football team again in season 2023, Jamie
has done an amazing job coaching our future club stars this
season and everyone is very excited to see him do this roll again
next year, Well Done Jamie, and good luck for next year.
We will be holding the club vote count and presentations on
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flax and wool.
The
flax
was
collected 21 years
ago on a trip to the
Geelong area and
has been waiting till
now to be spun.
Coincidentally, the
weavers in our group
Weaving projects with Karen, Sally
are currently making
and Dorothy
this same Origami
pattern from their
own woven fabric as a challenge. She is such an inspiration!
The year is now winding down and we have many new members
since our Exhibition in June. Welcome to Lynda, Fran, Susie,
Maret, Susan, Marion, Leah, Elizabeth, Colleen, Jennifer and
Ruth. We hope you are enjoying your time with us and we love
the new skills and enthusiasm you bring to the group.
Here is Lynda’s story:
“On one of our few sunny winter days I ventured out to Newstead
Arts Hub to visit the Newstead Spinners and Weavers Exhibition.
What a warm friendly greeting I received. Ladies sitting in the sun
offering to share their knowledge. Artwork inside was inspirational.
So much so I joined the group and since then have been attending
their fun friendly gatherings learning many new skills with lots of
learning ahead of me. Help and advice always at hand.Thanks to
you all for being so welcoming.”
We welcome all who are interested in our diverse crafts and take
pleasure in passing on our knowledge and learning from others.
Please come along to the Community Centre and try us out.
Contacts: Sally Weis (President) • 0400 922 027
Anja Tuseck (Secretary) • 0407 806 004
8th October, with the Junior presentations being held in the
afternoon at the club rooms and the senior one held that evening
at the community centre.
We have been very lucky at Newstead, with a new irrigation
system, enabling a much-improved playing service, new goal posts,
new electronic scoreboard, new sports lighting and new sponsors,
the future certainly is looking great for the years ahead and the
future of the club.
I would like to close off thanking everyone who has helped us in
season 2022, without you, clubs cannot not operate, so Thank
You.
If you would like to be involved at the Newstead Football Netball
Club, please contact myself or send an email to
newsteadfootballnetballclub@gmail.com
Thanks
Mark Leckey – President NFNC
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Newstead Primary
School News
New Library/ Music
Room
is
nearly
finished
The books are nearly all
in, the furniture has
arrived and we are just
making the final touches
before the big opening
on Grandparents and
Friends
Day
28th
October. Thank you to all generous community members who
have donated money and time to help with the renovations of the
library and also sorting of books.
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Athletic Stars compete in Bendigo.
These super stars represented Newstead Primary School at the
recent athletics. Sadie in shot put and hurdles; Sid in 1500m;
Sophia -1500m; Jack - long jump; Cohen - long jump and triple
jump. We are proud of all their efforts with Sadie, Sid and Jack
progressing through to the next level.
Kinder and Prep/One/Two Excursion to Mt Franklin/
Lalgambook
It was a perfect day for the Newstead Kinder 4 year old group and
the Prep/One/Two students to head to Lalgambook for their very
first bus trip. The students thoroughly enjoyed being able to
explore an extinct volcano.

Father’s Day Breakfast
It was a fantastic morning for our Father's Day Breakfast. Thank
you to all the dads, grandfathers, and special people that came
to share this morning with the students. Also huge thank you to
the amazing volunteers who assisted staff to make this day
happen. A big shout out to Honest Eggs Co. Newstead
Supermarket and Bakery and Newstead Meat Supply for their
generous donations towards breakfast. So lovely to have our
community back in the school again!

Book Launch at Newstead
Community Centre
The centre is hosting a book launch and afternoon
tea on Wednesday 19th October.
Bestselling author Tricia Stringer is launching her
latest book Keeping Up Appearances. The story is
set in a rural town, not unlike your own, where
revealing secrets of the past have consequences
...
Come along at 2.30pm to hear Tricia’s author talk about the new
book and her writing journey so far.

Continue to chat and enjoy afternoon tea,
catered for by CWA. You will be supporting a
fundraiser for some of the issues and projects
the CWA supports including 3D Hands, Jean
Hailes Foundation research for women's health,
Emergency Relief, Welfare and Education
grants.
Books will be available for sale by Northern
Books.
Bookings are essential. Please RSVP by Friday
14th October to Mark at newsteadcommunitycentre@gmail.com or
0409 307 189

There seems to be some confusion with regards to the simple light-hearted article which followed Garry Wallin’s Newstead Community
Bus item. Unfortunately some readers have misconstrued the reading of this, taking it seriously, and thinking Garry actually wrote it,
which he definitely DID NOT. The Echo Committee apologises to Garry and the RTC Committee for any misunderstanding.

PAGE 14

NEWSTEAD ECHO

Newstead CFA

New fire danger rating system
You may have noticed that there is a new fire danger rating system
in place in Victoria. Fire danger signs throughout the district are
being updated. The new signs have only four categories,
compared to six in the old system. Each category has a clear
message about what you need to do, as shown in the following.
MODERATE
What does it mean?
Most fires can be controlled
What should I do?
Plan and prepare:
• Stay up to date and be ready to act if there is a fire.
HIGH
What does it mean?
Fires can be dangerous
What should I do?
Be ready to act:
• There’s a heightened risk. Be alert for fires in your area.
• Decide what you will do if a fire starts.
• If a fire starts, your life and property may be at risk. The safest
option is to avoid bushfire risk areas.
EXTREME
What does it mean?
Fires will spread quickly and be extremely dangerous. Expect hot,
dry and windy conditions.

Newstead Landcare Group
AGM and presentation “Newstead at Contact”
The arrival of Europeans in Australia produced profound changes
across the continent. It can be hard to know exactly what the
landscape looked like before this dramatic upheaval. Professor
Barry Golding of Federation University has combed through
historical records to put together a picture of how the land around
Newstead and its environs may have looked prior to contact.
Come along to our presentation on Thursday 13th October when
Barry will present what he’s learned about the extraordinarily rich
and diverse vegetation communities that once adorned our
landscape. The presentation will start at 7.30pm at the Newstead
Community Centre. A very brief AGM will follow. All are welcome
to attend and a gold coin donations will be appreciated.
Patrick Kavanagh • 0437 663 345
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What should I do?
Take action now to protect your life and property:
• Check your bushfire plan and that your property is fire ready
• If a fire starts, take immediate action. If you and your property
are not prepared to the highest level, go to a safer location
well before the fire impacts.
• Reconsider travel through bushfire risk areas.
• Leaving bushfire risk areas early in the day is your safest
option.
CATASTROPHIC
What does it mean?
If a fire starts and takes hold, lives are likely to be lost.
What should I do?
For your survival, leave bushfire risk areas.
• Your life may depend on the decisions you make, even before
there is a fire.
• For your survival, do not be in bushfire risk areas.
• Stay safe by going to a safer location early in the morning or
the night before.
• Homes cannot withstand fires in these conditions. You may
not be able to leave and help may not be available.
As the fire season approaches, it’s a good idea to include a check
of the fire danger rating into your daily routine, so that you can
take the appropriate action. Remember, fire danger ratings do
NOT tell you how likely it is that a fire will start on any given day.
Rather, they tell you how dangerous a fire is likely to be if one
does start.
Alongside these new ratings designed for the public, there is also
new advice about fire suppression strategies designed for
firefighters, underpinned by the latest scientific understanding of
fire behaviour, including the catastrophic fires of recent years.
Source : https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/total-firebans-and-ratings/about-fire-danger-ratings

Newstead Branch

Spring Fling 2022
!
Prizes

Monday 7th November
Open 10am - 4pm
Cash entry: $10
includes Morning OR
Afternoon tea.
All welcome.
Register your interest:
newsteadcwa@gmail.com
Further enquiries& RSVP:
Cheryl 0407 719 397
Posh or Practical

“Forest Edge”
140 Butchers Rd.,
Muckleford

Wear your best Spring or
Garden Hat to be in the
draw for a prize
Also
Plants, Bulbs, Cakes, Jams,
Books & much more on sale

October 1922
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100 Years Ago
October 11 1922
At the Royal Show, Mr H McNabb, of Newstead, who is
desirous of breeding high class pigs only, purchased a
Yorkshire Boar, it being the pick of the litter which secured
second prize. He also purchased a sow of the same breed
out of the third prize litter. Mr McNabb is to be commended
for his enterprise in endeavouring to uplift the standard of
local pig raising, and we trust that his efforts will be the
means of inducing other farmers to follow suit. The
possibilities of our distict for such a venture are unlimited,
and another industry – a bacon factory – which could, no
doubt, be successfully established, would be heartily
welcomed by district folk.
October 18 1922
As stated in these columns a month ago, the Guildford
Bucket Dredge, after being closed for about three months,
has been purchased by a new syndicate of Melbourne
mining speculators, and under the capable management of
Mr W R Lomas the work of thoroughly overhauling the
machinery and barge was commenced a few days ago. The
dredge started operations eleven years go on Messrs
Mein’s property near the Castlemaine road, and have
steadily worked down the Loddon to Mr Franzi’s property
where it is now situated. Some very rich weekly returns of
gold have been obtained in the past. … … A short time back
the dredge struck some non-payable land, and the yields of
gold being poor, it was decided to close down. Much regret
was expressed at the time, as besides meaning the
departure of several families from the district, the cessation
of work meant that the wood carters and cutters who were
kept busy supplying the dredge with firewood had also lost
their chief meansfor the disposal of their wood. Mr Lomas,
who has been the manager of the ever since its inception
has still great faith in the gold-bearing qualities of the land
which is in the lease…. … Most of the old hands will be reemployed, and it is confidently estimated that under the
guidance of Mr Lomas. It will not be long before the dredge
is again yielding payable returns. There is every reason to
hope that it will be five or six years before the dredge is
finally closed.
At the local council meeting on Thursday a rate of 1/6 in
the £ was struck on all rateable properties within the shire. A
sanitary rate of 30/ per pan per annum was also struck.
A Meeting of Townspeople to consider the advisability
of forming a Country Townspeoples Organisation will be
held in the Mechanics’ Hall Newstead, on Thursday
(tomorrow) evening. The meeting which will be addressed
by Mr R E Barkla, will commence at the conclusion of the
Progress Association’s meeting. All townspeople are
earnestly requested to attend.
October 25 1922
Colonial Butter Awards – Newstead Butter Secures Prize
At the dairy show in England there were good entries in the
colonial butter competitions including a number from every

State. In the unsalted class 44 competed, the first award
going to Kyogle, New South Wales, with 100 points.
Newstead, Victoria were second with 99 points. … …
Numerous congratulatory telegrams, letters, and ‘phone
messages have been received from all parts of the
Commonwealth. This is a fitting answer to those critics who
decry the local factory, its management, and the quality of
the butter etc. it is a great pity that there are some who are
ever ready to oppose this important industry. Their numbers
are few & in most cases it is only a petty side issue that has
caused them to take up such an hostile attitude. … … The
pay sheet this fortnight will be approximately £7000 to be
distributed amongst the suppliers. Twenty six tons eleven
cwt of butter have been manufactured during that term,
which is a record, the previous being 25 tons 12 cwt.
During the week the pupils of the local State School
collected 41 dozen eggs for the Castlemaine Hospital and
The Benevolent Home.
State Schools’ Jubilee Exhibition
Newstead School’s Success
At the Jubilee Exhibition held in Melbourne the
Newstead State School gained the “Herald” award for the
best collection of writing of all grades. This is most gratifying
to the public of Newstead and district, and the head teacher,
Mr F W Ellis, and his staff are to be congratulated on the
success attained. Parents are most fortunate in having such
an efficient staff of teachers available to educate their
children. The work of Mr Ellis in connection with the welfare
of the children has been very much in the limelight of late,
and during the recent district exhibition held in Castlemaine
the Director of Education, Hon F Tate, drew special
attention to the splendid all round work of the school. The
Newstead School Boys’ Brass band – the only organisation
of its kind in the Commonwealth – is another praiseworthy
work that has been successfully “engineered” by Mr Ellis.
Mr Tate was so pleased with the performance they gave at
Castlemaine
that
he
personally
requested
that
arrangements be made for their appearance at the
Melbourne Exhibition. The band rendered items at the
Exhibition, the large assemblage that was present from all
parts of the State being astonished at the performance.
Bandmaster Rasmussen teaches the boys free of charge,
and is deserving of much praise from parents and public
generally.
Country Townspeople’s League
A meeting of townspeople was held in the Newstead
Mechanics’ Hall on Thursday evening, and there were 12
present. The object of the gathering was to determine
whether a branch of the above could be formed, and if so,
to send a delegate to the conference of the Farmers’ Union
and Country Townspeople’s League in Melbourne on
November 3rd. A most interesting address on the
advantages to be derived by the country generally if the two
organisations were to combine in their efforts, was delivered
by the secretary of the local Branch VFU, Mr R E Barkla.
The proposal was favorably received by those present, and
after a lengthy discussion, during which a number of
questions were satisfactorily answered by Mr Barkla, it was
decided to adjourn the meeting until Monday next, at 8 pm.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society
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Local Activities - October 2022

Newstead Echo

Date
Activity
Time
Contact
Sat 1 Arts Hub Exhibition ‘Subjective Objectivity’ opening 11am
Weekends 1st– 23rd 10am-4pm
Jen 0411 007 217
Sun 2
CFA training Fire Station
9.15am
Doug 0427 762 353
Sun 2
Community Market Clydesdale Hall
10am
Liz 0414 525 074
CWA NCC
10am
Darryl 5476 2339
Wed 5
Thu 6
CFA meeting Fire Station
7.30pm
Doug 0427 762 353
Sat 8
Castlemaine Emergency Response Expo Western Reserve C/maine
Sun 9
Newstead Live Think Tank NCC
10.30am
Kelly 0448 234 758
Tue 11
Spinners Mechanics’ Hall
10am
Sally 0400 922 027
Wed 12
RTC Grants closing date
Thu 13
Landcare Presentation and AGM
7.30pm
Patrick 0437 663 345
Sun 16
Walk and Wheels Bike Ride
9am
Steve 0401 107 857
Sun 16
‘Ladies Day Out’ Mechanics’ Hall
10am
Alysha 0435 411 641
Sun 16
Yandoit Cultural Concert Duo Bliss
Nicki 0432 232 073
Wed 19
Tricia Stringer Book Launch NCC
2.30pm
Wed 19
ECHO DEADLINE
Sat 22
Scratchboard Art workshop Art Arts Hub
10am
Sun 23
Yandoit Cultural Concert Ceridwen McCooey
Nicki 0432 232 073
Tue 25
Spinners Mechanics’ Hall
10 am
Sally 0400 922 027
Thu 27
NCC AGM
6pm
Anthony 0490 055 918
Fri 28
NPS Grandparents and Friends Day
Sun 30
Repair Café C’maine Community House
10am
Chris 5470 5508

Weekly Activities
Activity
Community Bus Regular Service

Details
Contact
Wednesdays - Maryborough
RTC 5476 2360
Thursdays - Castlemaine
Hatha Yoga (not hols)
Monday NCC 9.00am
Wendy 0490 064 084
Wednesday NCC 7.00pm - 9.30pm
Golf Croquet
Monday Hilliers St 9.30am
Kerry 5476 2315
Scrapbooking
First and third Mondays, RTC 11am
Jen 5476 2436
Mens Shed
Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm
Graeme 0418 723 196
Tuesday The Shed 9am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Sunday The Shed 8am – 12 noon
Tai Chi
Thursdays Mechanics Hall 9.30am
Jan 0438 762 202
Cr Matt Driscoll
First Thursday RTC 10am - 12 noon
Matt 0437 108 458
Library Book Covering
Friday RTC 9.30am
RTC 5476 2360
Anglican Church Service
Second and fourth Sundays 11am Rev Darcy 0407 245 951
Catholic Church Newstead
Second Sunday 6pm
George 5476 2710
Sandon Fourth Sunday 6pm
George 5476 2710
Community Garden
Tue 10am
newsteadgarden@gmail.com
Sun 10am
Acoustic Music Session Mechanics’ Hall 2nd and 4th Sundays
Kelly 0448 234 758
Newstead Chorus
Wednesdays 7.30pm- 16 Lyons St.
Jen 0438 002 722
Women of Song
NCC 1pm Fridays
Judy 0419 887 595

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre
Newstead Public Cemetery
Newstead Police Station
Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy
Anglican Church
Catholic Church
Newstead Country Store
N’stead Friendly Grocer & Bakery
Newstead Meat Supply
Enviroshop
Dig Café

5476 2360
5476 2447
5476 2250
5476 2203
0407 245 951
5476 2710
5476 2252
5476 2400
5476 2217
5472 4160
5476 2744
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Crown Hotel
CFA
Primary School
Mens Shed
Community Garden
Historical Society
Arts Hub
CWA
Spinners
Bowls
RedShed

5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226
0418 723 196
0417 169 477
5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437
0407 806 004
0400 931 347
0408 507 882

LEGEND
• CWA: Country Women’s Association • NAH: Newstead Arts Hub • NAS: Newstead Art Salon • NBC Newstead Bowls Club
• NCC: Newstead Community Centre • NCG: Newstead Community Garden • NCL: Newstead Community Library
• NDHS: Newstead & District Historical Society • NPS: Newstead Primary School • NRR: Newstead Recreation Reserve
• NRC+RR: Newstead Racecourse Recreation Reserve • RTC: Rural Transaction Centre

Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org.
If this is not possible a paper copy
can be left at the RTC by 4pm on or
before the published deadline.
Contact name and phone number
must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean, Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Gayle Wallin and Jennifer
Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made
possible by the Mount Alexander
Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.
500 copies are distributed
throughout retail outlets in the
Newstead district by the first of each
month, except January. Website
hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed
unless it is party political, of an
objectionable nature, space
constraints or considered commercial
advertising. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed
400 words. The committee accepts
no responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If
you would like to be added to this list
email Janet on jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

NEWSTEAD ECHO ONLINE
www.newsteadecho.org
• Photographs in colour.
• Save trees & decrease costs
For new edition notification, add your
email address to the notification list

