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The hum of the
bees is the voice
of the garden.
Elizabeth Lawrence

See the Echo
in colour!

Photograph by Pam Connell
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From your
Councillor
Did you know that Mount Alexander
Shire is one of the highest vaccinated
local government areas in Victoria?
Congratulations and thank you to
everyone in our community for working
together to reach this wonderful
milestone. We must continue this great work if we want to roam
freely. For details on your nearest testing clinic or vaccination hub,
visit www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au.
Thank you to everyone who recently nominated a business in the
Mount Alexander Business Awards. We received nearly 300
nominations across eight different categories, the most we’ve
received since the awards first ran in 2015, and which highlights
the strong support for our business community. The next step is
for nominated businesses to enter the awards before Monday 4th
October. Nominated businesses can go online to
www.mountalexanderbusinessawards.com.au to complete their
entry forms. They can also contact Council’s Business Awards
Officer Marg Barry on 5471 1727 or
m.barry@mountalexander.vic.gov.au.
The winners will be announced at an event in December.
The second of our two new electric vehicle charging stations is
ready to go once we’re all able to get back on the roads and travel!
We already have one electric vehicle charger at 7 High Street
Harcourt, opposite the Post Office. Our latest electric vehicle
charging station is located in the Castlemaine Visitor Information
Centre carpark, near the larger of our two IGA supermarkets in
Castlemaine. It’s a 75kW charging station, which means two cars
can be charged at the same time.
Council anticipates this service will be good for tourism and will
also support the uptake of electric vehicles in our Shire. From
January next year, all power used at these two charging stations
will be powered by renewable energy following Council’s
partnership in the Victorian Energy Collaboration (VECO). The
partnership enables Council to buy all power for its operations
from wind farms near Mortlake as part of a bulk-buy agreement,
and provides 100% renewable energy for all Council operations.
We’re taking meaningful steps to meet our commitment to be
carbon neutral by 2025.
Could the next Spielberg or Scorsese be hiding somewhere in our
Shire? Give them a tap on the shoulder and encourage them to
enter the COscars Youth Film Competition. Filmmakers in the shire
aged from eight to 25 years are invited to submit a film, which
could range from 50 seconds to 25 minutes long. Simple clips
filmed on a phone are welcome. Prizes for winning films include
$50, $100 and $150 cash. Entries close Sunday 3rd October.
Anyone wishing to enter can pick up entry forms and guidelines
online
at
www.mountalexandershireyouth.com.au,
the
Castlemaine Library or reception at Castlemaine Secondary
College. Winning films and a selection of entries will be screened
at the COscars Youth Film Festival on Friday 15th October at the
Village Square, in Castlemaine.
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday of each
month between 10.00am and 12.00pm. The next one is Thursday
7th October, but don’t forget that you can contact me via email
at loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or 0437 108 458.
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any time via
the home page on our website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au
Matt Driscoll • 0437 108 458

A Woven Treasure
The chatter of Weebills provides a pleasant accompaniment on
many of my walks. Such was the case last weekend at Rotunda
Park, a party of Weebills foraging in a patch of Cootamunda
Wattle. The birds weren’t chasing insects, rather they were
gathering spent wattle flowers to decorate an almost completed
nest in a nearby Golden Wattle.
A Weebill nest is a beautiful creation, a small domed structure
woven from grass and cobwebs, interspersed with flowers within
and on the exterior, perhaps as camouflage. At least four
individuals were contributing to the finishing touches on the nest,
suspended less than a metre from the ground. Weebills are known
to be cooperative breeders.
Geoff Park • geoffpark.wordpress.com

A completed nest
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There Was a Movin’ and a
Shakin’ in The Town
Volcano in Spain. Earthquake in Mansfield. Tremor in Newstead.
What next?
My thoughts immediately turned to the famous 1977 Peter
Nicholson cartoon featuring Gough and Margaret Whitlam who
were in China, when a significant and disastrous earthquake
struck the region they were travelling in.

But I digress.
An earthquake tremor was felt in Newstead at approximately
9.15am, Wednesday 22nd September. The epicentre was near
Mansfield. There was noise. There was rocking and there was
shaking and it lasted a matter of seconds.
The earthquake was measured as having a magnitude of 5.8. It
was felt across VIC, NSW, SA, TAS and ACT

Seismologist Gary Gibson with honours student
Dan Sandiford • Photo ABC

Local resident and eminent seismologist Gary Gibson from
Sandon, was promptly seconded by the production team at ABC
TV News to be interviewed by host Joe O’Brian, for comments
about the ‘quake.
No damage in the town has been reported.
Gordon Dowell • 0467 586 881
Dear ECHO Reader,
This edition of the Newstead Echo has been made possible
by the generosity of the Newstead RTC, the Maldon &
District Community Bank, Mount Alexander Shire and by our
local community. We thank you for your support.
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Green Grows The Garlic
‘The apple never falls far from the tree.’
That proverb should resonate with Jo Rochford.
Jo grew up in Tenterfield, northern NSW, trailing in the shadow of
her garlic-farming father, helping as she was obliged to do, along
with her brother. Now here she is in Newstead, following in his
footsteps…and growing garlic.
On her two-acre block along the Maldon Road, adjacent to
Wyndham Street, Jo currently has a 200 square metre crop of
garlic, alongside a colourful mix of plants destined to be green
manure. This is her third crop here and it follows previous crops
she grew on a friend’s block in Ballan.
Jo
produces
her
chemical-free
garlic
using organic farming
principles, in the river
flats soil of her block.
It’s soil which drains
well, and is generally
‘pretty good’; composed
of some clay and is
Jo Rochford and her garlic garden
improved with some
added organic matter.
And what a bonus; there is access to the town water supply. Even
garlic needs the occasional drop of water.
Four varieties of garlic comprise her crop – Giant Russian, Pink
Otway, White Crookneck and the popular Italian Purple.
Merv Ramsey, Jo’s neighbour has her gratitude. “I couldn’t do it
without him,” she said. “He is a wealth of knowledge, has rainfall
records going back many years and provides help, such as fixing
the mower…he’s a legend.”
Jo was on the look-out for a block for a long time before settling
on Newstead. She needed land within a two-hour drive from
Melbourne, knowing full-well that there would be a mortgage to
service. Something she could do with her job as an ‘English as a
Second Language’ teacher in the city and running a garden
programme for young patients at the Royal Children’s Hospital.
“Finding Newstead was ripper…there was a good vibe,” Jo said.
There is no problem selling the produce. Word of mouth and social
media provide the main avenues for sales, and local businesses
such as The Mud Room and The Blackbird are enthusiastic
patrons. During Newstead Live in January, Jo set up a roadside
stall near her block, providing another successful sales outlet for
the garlic.
With the construction of her new home on the block progressing
well, Jo is looking forward to moving in after Christmas and
enjoying her new community, one which has been very open and
welcoming to her.
Gordon Dowell • 0467 586 881

Newstead Community Centre
Annual General Meeting
This meeting will be held on Thursday 14th October 2021 at
6.30pm. A representative of Community Groups who regularly use
the Centre could consider joining our team so that broader
community views are considered by our committee. All are
welcome.
Allie Dawe, Secretary • 0422 274 668
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Gone But Not Forgotten…
A dumped headstone lies among the
Miner’s Lettuce (Claytonia perfoliata)
along the Pyrenees Highway in Green
Gully.
Newstead and its surrounding
bushlands are well-known for its
indigenous flora, fauna and general
beauty. It attracts many visitors from
all walks of life and places. Many are
keen to absorb the colonial history of
the local goldfields and pastoral areas.
Others involve themselves with the
geological charms of the numerous hill views with their blue
horizons. Some enjoy exploring the endless interlaced links
between the famous Loddon River and Muckleford, Joyces, Sandy
and Jim Crow Creeks.
The Cairn Curran Reservoir with its minor rivulets and the seasonal
swamps of the Moolort area attract many bird-watchers and
photographers, while walkers and riders are drawn to the
challenge of the difficult and unforgiving forest terrain.
Occasionally the keen eye of an astute observer will recognise the
odd aboriginal artefact along the way. These local areas are valued
and observers will often return. They rarely leave a mess, evidence
of their prescence or rubbish behind them.
Unfortunately, at times our local attractive bush and wetlands fall
victim from the occasional, ignorant, lazy, passing motorist, often
hell-bent on emptying their overflowing trailer, or bootfull of
household rubbish or building trash… when eyes are not looking.
The local shire, Vic Roads or DELWP have rarely shown interest in
assisting with removing dumped rubbish or clean-ups in these
local areas, or pursuing any found evidence. Often it left to a
‘local’ or good Samaritan to undertake these clean-ups…who
frequently also bear the cost of disposal.

Newstead CWA
No happy snaps this month of our Mystery Tour. After
having to cancel our tour in August, we were all set
to head off again in September. Alas, another snap
lockdown prevented this. Perhaps one day we will discover our
mystery destination and we will bring you some happy snaps.
We did, however, manage to have a Zoom meeting on the usual
meeting day in September, with sufficient participants for it to be a
formal meeting. It was great to be able to connect with people through
that mechanism. We managed to determine the annual allocation of
funds to various causes through the CWA and other community and
local organizations. It was a good meeting despite the fact that not
all members were able to participate.
STAMPS: Have you seen the box behind the door in the Newstead
Post Office? Yes, the CWA collects used STAMPS. ‘Why?’ You may
ask. Collected stamps are sorted and sold to raise funds to support
projects in many rural communities of the Pacific area of ACWW
(Associated Country Women of the World), particularly in the islands.
Rural women in the islands are then able to support and enhance life
for their communities. The small contribution of a stamp helps to raise
a vegetable garden in PNG or install a rain water tank in Tuvalu.
Our October meeting will be held at the Newstead CC meeting room
at 10.00am on Wednesday, 6th October.
Jenny Parker, President 0417 475 270
Dani Kent, Secretary 0413 478 335
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PS. The headstone did not come from Newstead. The gentleman’s
death was recorded at Maryborough.
Miner’s Lettuce is a native plant of North America and very
common in California. It was brought to the goldfields by the
Yankee diggers during the gold-rush and was eaten to ward off
scurvy. Miner’s Lettuce is now sought-after for the menus of trendy
restaurants.
Christopher Simmins, Green Gully • 5476 2310

Over recent weeks it has been noted that a pile of
rubbish near the highway at the top of the hill at
Green Gully, has been steadily growing. Examination
of this heap reveals some unusual items as can be
seen in the photos.
It would be easy to blame non-locals for this offence
but, the bottom of the pile is mostly broken bricks
which may indicate some renovations have been
undertaken closer to our township.
Today a local resident was observed adding to another
pile adjacent to the homes of other locals and closer
to the town centre.
Why would anyone think these actions are okay?
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Anglican Church
On Sunday 3rd October, we
will celebrate the Feast Day
of St Francis of Assisi. St
Francis has always captured
the hearts of artists and
gardeners, those who are
aware of the ways that all
things are connected and
have their beauty. The great
English
writer
G.K.
Chesterton wrote this about
St Francis:
“Even
in
that
fairy
borderland of his mere
Revd Darcy with Rosie, one of
his chooks
fancies and flowers and
animals and even inanimate
things, he retained this
permanent posture of a sort of deference. A friend of mine said
that somebody was the sort of man who apologises to the cat. St
Francis really would have apologised to the cat. When he was
about to preach in a wood full of the chatter of birds, he said,
with a gentle gesture, “Little sisters, if you have now had your say,
it is time that I also should be heard.” And all the birds were silent;
as I for one can very easily believe.”
And so, on this Sunday we will give thanks for the life and ministry
of St Francis, and as is the tradition, also offer a prayer of blessing
for all those animals who make our lives richer.
Hopefully any birds attending will let us speak! If you would like to
bring your beloved animal along we would love to give thanks for
it and pray a blessing for you both. Our service that Sunday will
be held at Holy Trinity, Maldon at 11am.
You can call me on 0407 245 951 or email
maldonnewsteadap@gmail.com for more details.
Revd. Darcy Vaughan

Wheelchair for Hire
There is a wheelchair for hire to the Newstead General
Public located at the RTC.
The cost is as follows: $50 Deposit, and then $25 per
week, or $5 per day. On return of the wheelchair, your
deposit will be returned if the condition of the chair is
acceptable.
Please take advantage of this service, use the chair with
care. It fits into most boots and is easy to fold and lift.
Drop in to the RTC at 45 Lyons St or call on 5476 2360.
Alex Whitlock • 5476 2360

1946-2021 RAINFALL

As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
2021

44 mm
172 pts

AVERAGE
59 mm
230 pts

August 2021
HIGHEST

117.4 mm (1981)
456 pts

LOWEST

13.3 mm (2014)
52 pts

September 2021 Rainfall up to 26th 60.6 mm, 236 pts
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God and Grass: A Discussion
Between God and St Francis
GOD: Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the
world is going on down there on the planet? What happened to the
dandelions, violets, milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a
perfect no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type
of soil, withstand drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar from
the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks
of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colours by now. But
all I see are these green rectangles.
St. FRANCIS: It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites.
They started calling your flowers 'weeds' and went to great lengths to
kill them and replace them with grass.
GOD: Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colourful. It doesn't attract
butterflies, birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It's sensitive
to temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass
growing there?
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it
and keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and
poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn.
GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow
really fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy.
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they
cut it-sometimes twice a week.
GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?
ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in
bags.
GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?
ST. FRANCIS: No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.
GOD: Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow.
And, when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?
ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir.
GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we
cut back on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the
growth and saves them a lot of work.
ST. FRANCIS: You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass
stops growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to
water it, so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.
GOD: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was
a sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves
in the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the
autumn, they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep
moisture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. It's a natural
cycle of life.
ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn
a new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great
piles and pay to have them hauled away.
GOD: No!? What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in
the winter to keep the soil moist and loose?
ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy
something which they call mulch. They haul it home and spread it
around in place of the leaves.
GOD: And where do they get this mulch?
ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the
mulch.
GOD: Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine,
you're in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us
tonight?
ST. CATHERINE: 'Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a story about…
GOD: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis.
Julia Nutting
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Safety
improvement for
Newstead swimming spot
The popular Newstead & District Swimming Pool will be made
safer this summer, with the removal of the aging slide.
In 2019 the slide was deemed to be non-compliant and unsafe
for use, and closed to patrons following a safety audit and risk
assessment.
The slide has deteriorated beyond repair due a combination of its
age and the salt water of the pool. The slide structure has
corroded and there is rust in the metal steps, rotting wood
platforms, and cracks in the slide’s flume. The slide is no longer
safe for use and is beyond repair. Mount Alexander Shire Council
will remove the slide in the coming weeks, before the annual
summer season begins at the much-loved swimming spot.
Council’s Acting Manager of Parks, Recreation and Community
Facilities, Troy Lyons said the review into the safety of the slide
clearly indicates that the removal of the slide is the safest option
for swimmers.
“We know that the slide has been popular with locals and visitors
to the pool, however data from the safety audit and risk
assessment shows that the slide isn’t safe or compliant to stay in
place,” said Mr Lyons.
“Council has a responsibility to ensure that the pool is as safe as
possible for all swimmers, and unfortunately, this means the slide
must be removed.”
“We understand how much fun the slide has provided to the
community over the years, and Council has investigated a number
of options to retain the slide however its repair is not possible as
it no longer complies with relevant safety standards.”
Council is working in partnership with the Newstead & District
Swimming Pool Events Committee to explore a range of alternative
options for future activities at the pool, following the removal of
the slide.
As part of this process, Council will undertake community
consultation during the 2021/2022 summer pool season, inviting
residents to share their ideas for potential pool activities.
Follow @mountalexanderpools on Facebook to stay up-to-date on
the consultation activities.
The Newstead & District Swimming Pool is a seasonal outdoor
pool, open from December to March. The pool is currently
managed by YMCA Victoria.

Newstead Landcare Group
Another year of no presentations thanks to COVID, but at least we
got three plantings in between lockdowns. We hope to have
presentations back again for a great program next year. Our very
short AGM this year will be a Zoom meeting on Thursday 14th
October at 8.00pm. There will be no presentation to go with it,
just brief reports and the election of office bearers. Newstead
Landcare members will be emailed the link to the meeting. Others
who might want to “attend” can contact Patrick on
0437 663 345 to get a link to the meeting.
Patrick Kavanagh • 0437 663 345
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A Roadmap to More Events in
Newstead
October exhibition - Platform 4 Return
Opening on Saturday 2nd October, printmakers Libby Noblet and
Jodie Curtis reunite with sculptors Marcela Olea and Diane
Thompson in an exhibition, Platform 4 Return. The works of these
four regional artists are inspired in unique and diverse ways by the
country on which they live. The four artists are back for their
second exhibition at the Hub, and we could not be happier. Free
entry, all welcome.
Dianne Longley’s printmaking
workshop
Returning to the Hub, Longley will
teach a workshop on printmaking
with photopolymer plates and
pigment. Participants are asked to
bring drawings and photographs
from which they will create beautiful
intaglio designs.
When: Saturday 16th October
10.00am - 4.30pm
Bookings going fast, last few
available on our website.
Arts Auction moves outdoors in
November
Join us on Saturday 27th
November for an auction in the gardens. While keeping in line with
Covid regulations, the Hub is working to get the Art Auction back
on track and create an event that is both safe and fun for everyone
involved. With warmer weather and our town’s beautiful sunsets
it should be a great evening.
When: Saturday 27th November 5.30pm
Bookings essential, available via our website
Looking forward - Platform Pieces
Over the coming months the Hub will be continuing with our
Platform Pieces series - a collection of events based on the train
platform at the Hub. Following on from the outdoor movie night
and open mic night, we will be running three more platform-based
activities to get the community together, based around poetry,
music, and imagery. Stay tuned as we develop these events and
find some covid-safe and lockdown-free dates.
Get involved at the Hub!
With lots of events, exhibitions and activities coming up at the
Hub, we’re looking for more people to join our wonderful
committee and help us oversee our vibrant and flourishing arts
community. Whether you’re interested in organizing, community,
or just a fan of art, we would love to hear from you.
Go to www.newsteadartshub.org for all tickets, or contact us at
info@newsteadartshub.org
Prue McAdam • 0428 391 707 Phoebe Snep • 0438 318 926

NEWSTEAD ECHO ONLINE
www.newsteadecho.org
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Inflammatory Remarks
She has not let up at all since being abused some ten years back.
I’ve tried everything; soft words of encouragement, umpteen
apologies, etc., etc. But nothing has got through.
If I could take back what I did to cause the hurt and pain I would,
but I can’t. It all stems back to trying too hard and not listening to
my body and better nature.
I knew I should have refused to lift those heavy objects while at
work. How many times have we all over-extended ourselves; just
going over and beyond what we knew was safe. Well I’ll know
better next time, a real wakeup call.
My knee hasn’t been
the same since and its
inflammatory remarks
of pain and bother
have followed me
since.
A friend suggested that
I try turmeric to calm
the situation due to it’s
excellent ability to
lessen inflammation. After some investigation, I came up with the
following recipe.
This makes two cups of drink: 1tsp Turmeric, ½ tsp freshly grated
ginger (add if consuming before 4pm), ½ tsp cinnamon, 1/8 tsp
nutmeg, a pinch of black pepper, 1 tbsp honey.
Warm your favourite milk then add to the above, stirring to blend.
I can only say that after a few days of drinking a cup of this each
night the inflammation has gone and I have no more pain. I have
added the ingredients to Horlicks also, and it’s like a warm
smoothie, Very yummy!
It was nearly two years ago when I first decided to investigate this
spice, reading extensively of its history, use in medicine and
healing. I can highly recommend the book Turmeric, The Ayurvedic
Spice of Life by Prashanti De Jager, from which some of the
information above is derived.
Anthony • 0490 055 918

Government Services –
Closer Than You Think
A local service can provide access to Centrelink, Medicare and
other government programs and services. Newstead Rural
Transaction Centre is an Australian Government Agency of
Services Australia Access Point. Using the provided computer, you
can log in to your myGov account and do your business on the
spot. There is a phone for you to access phone self service or
speak to a department service officer. If you would rather use your
mobile phone or tablet, there is free Wi-Fi available 24/7. You do
not need a password so you can get online straight away. You can
also use the Wi-Fi to download and install the Express Plus mobile
apps. The morning volunteer staff can certify your identity
documents for you Monday to Friday 9.00am to 1.00pm. So next
time you need to do some government business, drop into the
Newstead Rural Transaction Centre.
Opening hours Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm at 45 Lyons
Street, Newstead, phone 5476 2360.
Sue Culvenor, President Newstead RTC
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Newstead’s Women Kick Goals

Back row: Roma Dodson, Pat Andriski, Noelene Richardson, Vera Tonkin,
Philippa Gervasoni, Dawn Tonkin, Elaine McLaren, Gwenda Ewing,
Lorraine Ray, Marie Backway, Margaret Cameron
Front row: Joan Mitchell, Carmel Smith, Kathy Tangey, Margaret Jones,
Sue Richardson, Jenny Holden, Val McPherson

There’s such a hue and cry about women’s football these days,
albeit with positive coverage…you’d think it was something new.
Not so.
Nearly sixty years ago, in 1962, Newstead was to the forefront of
gender equality in sport and led the way with its own women’s
football team. And the rationale behind this innovation. Raising
funds to support another sporting endeavour; new swimming
pools.
There would be no better way of creating interest in a fund-raising
event than to tap local rivalry and challenge the women of Maldon
to a game of footy. That challenge was accepted and a Sunday
afternoon match followed.
Newstead got in some decent training sessions before the game,
and in kit borrowed from the men’s team - boots and jumpers,
the team fronted a crowd of nearly 1000 at the Maldon footy
ground.
Described by the Castlemaine Mail in its report of the event, as a
ladies football match, Newstead was victorious over Maldon –
6.11 (47) to 3.4 (22). And the swimming pool committees from
each town were in front by more than £100.
Val Green née McPherson was not only a goal
kicker on the day, but also one of the best
players for Newstead. It was the daily ride on
her treadly from Clydesdale to her place of
work at Givoni’s mill in Newstead, which had
her well and truly, ‘match-fit’.
Val described it as a “fair dinkum” game. No
quarter given. “We were b*******d halfway
Val Green nee
through.” In recalling the game, she said,
McPherson
“There was plenty of cheering…and there was
an ongoing commentary over a loud- speaker.”
There were some comedic elements to the game, with
‘ambulance men’ attending to the umpire who had been struck
on the head by the ball. They affected a ‘blood transfusion’ and
the game resumed. Similarly, there were other antics to amuse
the crowd.
Befitting the occasion, at half time ‘Miss International, Tania
Haystack’ arrived to be greeted by the ‘Mayor’ and ‘Mayoress’.
Seems as though a bit of cross-dressing was involved by a Mr Paul
Lahn for that gig. The real and very popular Miss International,
Australia’s own Tania Verstak, just recently crowned in Los
Angeles, USA, was not spotted in the crowd.
With the match concluded and won, Newstead were presented
with a ‘cup’ and best and ‘fairest’ trophies awarded to Newstead’s
Mrs Philippa Gervasoni and Joan Penny from Maldon.
“Carn the ’steaders!”
Gordon Dowell • 0467 586 881
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Nominate for Australia Day Awards

Free green waste disposal

Is there someone in your community who’s made a positive
difference to the lives of others? Nominate them now for the
2022 Mount Alexander Shire Australia Day Awards.
Categories include Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of
the Year, Senior Citizen of the Year and Event of the Year
(includes online events). Nominations close 26 November.
Pick up a nomination form at the Civic Centre or online at
mountalexander.vic.gov.au/AustraliaDay.

We’re making it easier for households to prepare their
properties for the upcoming fire season by offering free
green waste disposal.
Local residents and ratepayers can dispose of green waste
for free at the Castlemaine and Maldon waste facilities from
Saturday 30 October to Monday 15 November.

Join our business workshops

Acceptable items include garden waste, grass clippings,
natural wood and tree branches (diameter less than 10cm).
Green waste must be emptied from plastic bags and not
contain rubbish or declared noxious weeks. Conditions apply.

Are you a local business owner/operator interested in
developing tools to manage your mental health?

Celebrate Seniors Festival

We’ve got a range of workshops on offer that use a mix of
science, psychology, and mindfulness techniques to help
participants transform the way they think, feel and behave.
For details, visit the Business Resources section of our
website or call 5471 1700.

Loddon River in spate after recent rains. Photo Gordon Dowell

The 2021 Victorian Seniors Festival Reimagined continues
throughout October, with a lively and entertaining program
of musical performances, artist conversations, comedy, radio
plays, talk programs, and much more.
View the program at seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festival.
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Nordic Pole Walking in
Maldon and Castlemaine
Nordic Pole Walking groups will be ‘running’ in Castlemaine and
Maldon throughout Term 4 from early October until midDecember.
The weekly one-hour groups will happen at Castlemaine Botanical
Gardens on Monday and Thursday mornings at 9.30am, and in
Maldon on Wednesday evenings at 5.30pm. All the groups will
start in the first full week of October.
The current expansion of Nordic Pole Walking to Maldon was
initiated by experienced volunteers Jenny Parker and Graham
Bradshaw, both locals with a keen interest in providing
opportunities for exercise and social connection in Maldon.
Jenny Parker who also delivered Nordic Pole Walking in Maldon
many years ago, found that the evening time worked well in the
past.
“It especially suits this time of year with longer periods of daylight
and improving weather. The evening opportunity also allows those
who may still have work commitments to attend.”
This project is a CHIRP Community Health and Castlemaine
Community House partnership.
For further information or to book, call CHIRP Community Health
on 5479 1000. Bookings are essential as groups will be purposely
kept small to maximise participant safety.
Liza Shaw • 0428 508 059

Jenny and Graham, Maldon’s pole walking instructors

Newstead Bowls Club
The start of the season has now
been set. The first game is
officially Saturday 16th October
against Dunolly at Dunolly. The
second game on Saturday 23rd
October will be against
Maryborough Golf at their
green.
We were able to have our AGM.
I am happy to say that David
(Brunsy) Cobden is again our
club president with Rod
Hamilton as vice president and
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Writing in Lockdown

Bread making, gardening, adopting a new kitten or puppy are all
seen as lockdown activities and so it would seem is writing a book.
During the Sydney lockdown of 2020 I wrote a book about the
ten years owning and operating, with my wife Heather, a homebased pet services business in Sydney’s Inner West.
‘In Business Together’ was the real-life story of managing a sevenday a week, 365 days a year, dog walking and pet sitting business
while maintaining an intimate relationship – not always the easiest
thing.
After moving to Melbourne and finding
myself in lockdown once again I began
work on a second book ‘Soul Connection
- addiction-recovery-sobriety’. The book
recounts the four weeks in rehab from
alcoholism and drug addiction twenty-odd
years ago.
I felt this was an important story to tell,
to talk about how damaging addiction is
to oneself and to family and friends,
especially in my case to my then two
young sons. I want the book to tell the
truth about how childhood trauma, for me childhood sexual abuse,
can lead to the use of alcohol and drugs to cope with the shame,
memories and guilt of trauma. And it’s a story of hope and
forgiveness as I was reunited with my sons and have become a
loving grandmother of five wonderful grandchildren.
We all have a personal story that can become the inspiration for
others and I’ve been given the gift of writing, allowing me to share
my personal victory over addiction and trauma. As yet I haven’t
been able to have a book launch. The ‘bug’ that gave me the time
and impetus to write has halted my plans, however you can find
my books on my website: hannahcollins.com.au or if you are
interested in my writing workshops or telling your story.
Hannah Collins - Author

Graeme Lipback as secretary. We
would like to say a very big thank
you to our outgoing treasurer
Mark Pearce who was so good
that we cannot fill his position as
yet.
Our practice Thursdays will start
on Thursday 7th October at
5.00pm. If you are new to town
or just want to try bowls, then
come on down and join our
Thursday practice for a hello, a
bowl and a liquid. No experience
needed.
Graeme Lipback • 0400 931 347
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Our choice for Solar Energy
Spring Has Sprung, The Grass is Riz
Springtime is perhaps the busiest time of year in the garden. The
growth rate is phenomenal when warmer temperatures are
accompanied by regular rainfall. The fruit trees are in blossom,
abuzz with bees and have hopefully not been too badly affected
by the late frosts we’ve had recently. So much work has been
done, weeding, mowing and pulling out spent winter crops etc.
Four varieties of spuds have been planted in furrows, according
to the Irish method! It is also the time to sow seeds for the coming
season. As part of the Food Links project, Newstead Community
Garden and the Castlemaine Seed Library cohosted a workshop
at the garden on the 11th September to raise awareness and
instruct on the importance of seed heritage and seed saving and
sowing methods. The seed library will be having a sale on
Wednesday 3rd October at the Castlemaine farmer’s market. A
wide variety of perennials, companion plants, vegetable and herb
seeds will be available at reasonable prices.
Today, the Sunday 19th September was the day of the spring
compost build. It was great to see so many of our members attend
for part or all of the day. We had collected huge piles of green
material from all the aforementioned activities and four trailer
loads of organic sheep manure generously donated by Powlett Hill
Farm which a few of us had collected on Friday. Some of us
weeded, mowed and pruned while others piled alternate layers of
green and brown materials with occasional sprinklings of lime to
aid breakdown. Turns were taken to hold the hose, it being
necessary to make sure the whole pile was thoroughly moistened.
Biodynamic preparations were added towards the end of the build.
Five hours later the gallant few that stayed the course admired
their shoulder high creation, slapped themselves on the back and
went home exhausted.
Pam Connell • 0427 188 984

Solar farms are becoming common in Australia, and for good
reason. They’re sustainable and efficient, without becoming an
imposing presence on the landscape.
Our committee member Mike Reeves explains why solar is best
for us. Read the full story on our website at
www.renewablenewstead.com.au.
They operate in a similar way to household rooftop, only on a large
scale with different ownership arrangements. It is appropriate to
call them 'farms' because they harvest energy on a large scale
and potentially with better efficiency than a domestic rooftop
system. For example, a 2.5MW solar plant using single-axis
tracking panels would generate about 5,000 MWh of pollutionfree electricity per year (compared to about 3,660 MWh expected
for fixed panels).
The Australian Energy Regulator figures gives the Victorian average
annual kwh consumption as 6411kWh, so the output of our
2.5MWNewstead solar farm would supply approximately 1,080
households.
To generate an equivalent amount of electricity, Victoria's browncoal fired power station Yallourn would emit 6,650 tonnes of CO2
(at 1.33 tonnes CO2 per Mwh). The slightly more efficient Loy
Yang power stations A and B would emit 5,750 tonnes of CO2.
Solar farms emit zero greenhouse gases to generate electricity.
Come and chat
Recently, we spent the morning on the street outside Newstead
IGA chatting with our neighbours about the project, our partners
and anything else solar-related. This was such a great way to
discuss with, and hear from, local residents, that we’re back for
more.
Catch us outside the Newstead IGA on the following dates:
• October 23rd 10am-12pm
• November 27th 10am-12pm
Come armed with questions or thoughts, or just a curious mind.
We’d love to hear from you. If you can’t make it and you have
something to say, email us at: info@renewablenewstead.com.au
Phoebe Snep • 0438 318 926
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Community Groups’ Projects
Funded $200,000
Last week the Maldon & District Community Bank was so pleased
to be able to get a variety of community groups together (albeit
via Zoom) to celebrate awarding over $200,000 worth of grants.
This year was one of the biggest Community Grants allocations
yet with over $200,000 handed out to 28 organisations spread
out through seven postcodes and across the Mount Alexander,
Loddon and Central Goldfields shires.
Staff, directors, interested community members and many of the
Community Grants recipients were able to join in the online
celebration, with a number of organisations sharing their gratitude
and details of their projects.
Geoff Park of Newstead Arts Hub accepted funds from the
Community Bank to support their HubConnect project which will
enable them to provide movies, online workshops, technologybased art & design, and visual arts. “This will expand our offerings
dramatically, and will allow us to continue with activities we have
been able to try with borrowed equipment. On behalf of the
Newstead Arts Hub we are delighted to have been successful with
our proposal and are once again very grateful to Maldon & District
Community Bank for their support”.
The way the Community Bank works is that the profits from its full
range of banking services, are returned to the community. In its
21 years of operation, it has poured over $3.4million into our
region through:
• Programs, like our Driver Training Program and the Small
Business Action Program
• Partnerships like those we have with sports clubs, schools, and
service clubs
• Community grants where not-for-profit organisations and clubs
receive funds for specific projects that will benefit their
communities
The more people that bank with Community Bank Maldon &
District, the more money was invested back into the community!
Call in to one of our branches in Maldon, Dunolly or Newstead to
chat to our staff about how your banking can help your
community.
Shannon Burdeu, Executive Officer, 0478 435 110 or
executiveofficer@mdcb.com.au

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
BEGINS 3RD OCTOBER!

Here’s What Newstead 2021 Inc
Does
People who’ve lived in and around Newstead for a decade may
be aware of a local organisation called Newstead 2021 Inc. More
recent arrivals to the area may not.
Here’s a quick explainer
Newstead 2021 Inc is an umbrella organisation that auspices
groups in their project work. It’s a volunteer-run, incorporated
association with a committee, members and supporters.
Groups whose projects we auspice include the Newstead Arts
Hub, the Newstead Community Garden, Walks and Wheels,
Renewable Newstead, Newstead Open Studios, Talking Fire and
Newstead and District Affordable Housing.

We also hold bank accounts and insurance that covers many of
these groups’ needs, which saves each group incurring such costs
themselves. Mark Pearse is our paid bookkeeper. Mark records all
groups’ income and expenditure and prepares N2021 Inc’s annual
financial report.
Each group must be represented on the N2021 Inc committee to
ensure good governance. Current members are Dean McLaren,
Alex Whitlock, Patrick Fensham, Milton Moss, Jenny Dyer, John
Nieman, Don Culvenor, Annelies Chaplin, Chris Johnston, Jane
Lean, Geoff Park and Gen Barlow.
N2021 Inc was formed more than a decade ago to support the
development of a vibrant, informed and sustainable community
in our town and surrounds.
At our recent 2021 annual general meeting on 29th August, I was
elected president, Geoff Park will continue as treasurer for one
year and the secretary’s position was not immediately filled.
We farewelled and thanked outgoing secretary Saide Gray who
has given many years of service in this key role. Thanks Saide.
Your work was much appreciated.
Subsequent to that meeting, Jane Lean, offered to be secretary
for one year only and the committee accepted that offer and
endorsed her appointment by email. Welcome and thanks Jane.
Now that we’ve reached 2021 and are heading for 2022, we will
review how we operate.
Watch this space and if you have time, feel the desire to nurture
our community and want to enjoy doing that with other locals,
we’d love to have you. We meet only when needed to minimise
the draw on people’s time.
Genevieve Barlow • 0427 762 633
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Newstead Football Netball Club
As I write this article, our season has formally been cancelled due
to Covid, with community sport unable to resume due to the
current lockdown restrictions. 2021 was always going to be a year
of uncertainty given the total cancellation of the 2020 season,
and it has been great to be able to play at least 11 rounds in
2021. The club has had
mixed results across all
Senior & Junior grades
in both Football &
Netball in 2021 but we
are very pleased with
the results and look
forward to improving on
these results in the
2022 Season.
Unfortunately, our Club
Coach, Mark Ramsey,
has stood down from
the senior coaching
role, Mark has coached
the club since 2018
and we would like to
thank him for his over
and above contribution
Megan & Caitlin in civvies...
to the club and look
forward to seeing him
around the club in a
more relaxed position.
We are currently going
through the selection
process for recruiting for
a new Senior coach and
hopefully we can be in a
position soon to announce our new
coach.
We will be holding our club presentations
on the Tuesday 28th September which
will be a little different this year,
presenting all our award winners via our
Facebook page. I would like to let you
know
about
some
individual
Maryborough
Castlemaine
District
Football Netball League (MCDFNL)
awards that were won by a couple of our
rising stars. I would like to congratulate
the following:
• Megan Wilson
- MCDFNL Netball Under 17’s
Best & Fairest
• Caitlin Richardson
- MCDFNL Netball Rookie of the Year
- Maryborough Advertiser
“Senior Netballer of the Year”

On a very sad note, Lauren Bright,
our club secretary, passed away
on Friday 3rd September. Lauren
held the position of Club
Secretary in 2018 and again this
season, only stepping down due
to illness. Lauren’s commitment,
extended beyond any official
roles, giving so much more in so
many ways, across the entire
club. One of her well-known
sayings was “What do you need
Lauren Bright
done, let me know and I will do
it.” Lauren was very reliable and
passionate about making the club a better club for the future.
She has left many everlasting memories with so many at the club
and she will be greatly missed. The club would like to extend our
sincere condolences to Jamie, Bailey and Jade.
In closing, our club AGM will be held on Sunday 31st October at
2.00pm at the Newstead Recreation Reserve, if you are
interested in coming along, you will be very welcomed.
FaceBook Details – The Newstead Football Netball Club 2021.
Mark Leckey, Newstead Football Netball Club President

...and meaning business on the court
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Newstead Primary
School

Newstead Spinners
So life trundles along and our meeting schedule
has been interrupted once again. However, all is
looking good for October and we have even made
it for our last one in September. Yay! We just love to gather, catch
up and swap stories and that was how it was. The warmth and
good humour counteracted the cold snap outside and we had a
chance to plan for our Spindle spinning workshop to be held in a
fortnight’s time.
In the meantime we are continuing our series of members’ stories:
what led them to craft? when did they find us? how did they find
us?

Here is Anna’s story:
Not long after we moved to Castlemaine in 2013, I discovered
the Newstead Spinners. The Castlemaine State Festival was on
and the group had a show at a venue in Fryerstown. Everyone
there that day was very welcoming and everyone invited me to
come along: every second Tuesday from 10.00am to 3.00pm.
So, on the next Tuesday I went along, very unsure of myself partly
because I had only met a handful of the spinners once, and also,
even though I have done crafts since I was about fifteen, I am
neither a spinner nor a weaver. And the room was very soon full!
My crafts are mostly knitting, with a little crochet. Lately I have
been doing some weaving with (very fine) wire which is very
exciting for me. It includes making bobbin lace and tablet weaving.
The group has been an important part of my life since 2013 and
I continue to be a member even though I neither spin nor weave.
We all look forward to catching up with everyone each fortnight,
seeing how they are travelling and getting inspiration from looking
at the projects everyone is creating.
Late last month one of our long time and Life Members, Dot
Henshall, turned 98! What a milestone! Dot joined our group in
1993 and is still an active spinner! She is a wonderful woman
with a great story to tell of her life and love of fibre and craft. Next
month!
Our group meets every second Tuesday at the rear of the
Community Centre in the meeting room. Come and join us with
your favourite craft. We extend a welcome to all.
Sally Weis (President) •0400 922 027
Anja Tuseck (Secretary) • 0407 806 004
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Education No Matter Where You Are
At Newstead Primary School, like all schools across the State, it
has been an interesting term of face to face learning and Remote
Learning. The flexibility and resilience that has been shown by
students, teachers, and families to continue the learning process
has been amazing.
One of the main goals we have had here at Newstead Primary
School is to try to ensure that Remote Learning does not mean
we are missing out on any of our planned curriculum. We can’t
go on excursions or technically all come to school, but we have
adapted and sourced many other options to make the situation
the best we can.
Over the last term we have been
working on information reports
across the grade 2/3 and 4/5/6
classrooms. Normally we would
try to visit local areas or the zoo
as part of this process instead we
have been able to team up with
EcoLink and have virtual
excursions to some amazing
places like Alaska, Great Barrier
Reef, and the Werribee Zoo.
We have also embarked on a
writer’s workshop for nine lucky
students in the 4/5/6 classroom
to spend a day online to work
with an author to develop their skills in writing.
Although this is not the same as face-to-face learning, we are very
proud of the work completed and know that learning is continuing.
We are also so pleased to have the younger students return to
the classroom for the last week of term. Hopefully the 4/5/6
students will be able to get back in the class in term 4.
Lastly, the 2021 NAPLAN results have arrived at Newstead Primary
School. NAPLAN is just a snapshot of a student over a very short
time frame and also not what we base everything on, however,
we are so proud of the amazing results our grade 3 and grade 5
students achieved this year! Results are based on similar schools
across the state (those that have the same socio-economic and
education level families, similar size of school etc.).
Below is the percentage of our students achieving better in the
top 2 bands compared to similar schools:
A reminder to all families that all new enrolments must be into
school by the first week of term four for planning purposes. If you
would like more information about enrolment or our school, then
please do not hesitate to give me a call on 5476 2226 during
school
hours
or
send
through
an
email
to
Newstead.ps@education.vic.gov.au.
Kathy Callander, Principal • 5476 2226
Grade 3
Reading Top 2 Band Result: NPS: 67 % of students. Similar schools: 61 %.
Writing Top 2 Band Result: NPS 56 % of students. Similar schools: 51 %.
Numeracy Top 2 Band Result: NPS: 44 % of students. Similar schools: 39%.
Grade 5
Writing Top 2 Band Results: NPS: 30 % of students. Similar schools: 17%.

Spinners happy to be back together late September

Numeracy Top 2 Band Results: NPS: 60% of students. Similar schools: 29 %.
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Learn How to Use Computers
and Get Digitally Connected
Over 55s who want to learn how to get online, use computers and
mobile phones, and tap into the digital world can access a free
in-person service across Mount Alexander Shire to teach them
how.
Council has partnered with the Goldfields Library Corporation,
Castlemaine Community House and the Maldon Neighbourhood
House to deliver one-on-one mentoring sessions to help people
develop digital skills and confidence.
The ‘Be Connected’ sessions are offered by digital mentors, who
can help participants navigate a range of digital challenges such
as setting up a MyGov account or email address, search the
internet, complete an online application form, and more.
“We know that COVID lockdowns and restrictions can be especially
isolating for those not digitally connected,” said Mel Fowler,
Community Projects Officer at Mount Alexander Shire Council.
“It can be especially hard in lockdowns when grandparents can’t
visit grandchildren. Going online offers them a way to stay
connected and to continue to see their grandchildren and share
their lives a little.”
“We can help people on their learning journey which opens so
many options for reducing a sense of being isolated.”
Mel encouraged people to call any of the four Be Connected
providers,
explain what
they want to
learn and book a
mentoring
session.
Be Connected
sessions are
usually held in
person (pending
current COVID19 restrictions)
on the following
days:
Mondays 9.00am-12.00pm: Castlemaine Senior Citizens
Centre, Mechanics Lane. Drop-in sessions. $2 donation for
morning tea. For details call 5471 1807.
Tuesdays 2.00pm-4.00pm: Castlemaine Library. One-on one IT
help sessions with library staff. To book a session, visit or call the
library on 5472 1458.
Wednesdays 2.00pm-4.00pm: Castlemaine Library. One-on one
IT help sessions with library staff. To book a session, visit or call
the library on 5472 1458.
Wednesdays 3.00pm-5.00pm: Castlemaine Community House.
To book a session, call 5472 4842.
Thursdays 9.30am-11.00am: Maldon Neighbourhood House.
Drop-in group sessions with one-on-one help available. For details
call 5475 2093.
People interested in attending one of the Be Connected sessions
are urged to call first, and make sure sessions are running.
Anne-Marie Middlemast Communications Officer
Mount Alexander Shire Council
0448 133 160
Email: a.middlemast@mountalexander.vic.gov.au
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Newstead on Show - Update
Hi All, Due to the ongoing coronavirus and ensuing issues, it has
been decided that it is in everyone’s best interest to postpone the
event for now. This means you will all still be involved, doing what
you do best, at a future date to be advised.
Apologies for any inconvenience. I will notify you all as soon as a
date is available.
Stay Safe • Alex, Rose, Jan and Vicki

Scrapbooking
As you would imagine, gathering for scrapbooking
sessions has been rather hit and miss. Fortunately we were able
to get together on Monday 20th September. While in lockdown,
some of the ladies have been busy creating friendship cards to
send to other members of our group. These were happily and
gratefully received.
Cards of all descriptions, specially made by the talented
scrapbooking ladies and at very reasonable, competitive prices,
may be purchased at the Rural Transaction Centre for your family
and friends’ special celebrations. Sale proceeds go to the AntiCancer Council.
Jill Bant • 5476 2447

We will
Remember
Them!

Did you know that it is one
hundred years next month since
the Newstead War Memorial
was opened?
The Echo will have a special
feature about the Memorial in its
next issue.
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August1921
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The Echo

100 Years Ago
October 5 1921
Influenza is very prevalent in the district, with many
families are affected by the complaint. Although not of the
virulent type like some previous visitations, it has caused
many adults to discontinue their daily vocations for a time,
and a number of young folk have been confined to their
beds.
The Melbourne gang of railway bridge men are steadily
advancing the work of replacing the bridge of the railway
arch near the Guildford station with a stronger structure.
Last week while they were swinging one of the huge girders,
weighing over 8 tons, into place, a mishap occurred, which
clearly evinced the dangerous nature of the undertaking.
One of the guy ropes broke and the mass of metal fell with a
crash on the ground beside the road, the end of the broken
rope striking one of the workmen on the face and removing
several pieces of skin. Without delay the gang got to work
and the big girder was swung into position, and another of
the same size has also been successfully placed into
position. It is estimated that it will take about a fortnight to
construct the bridge, which will probably be put into position
on Sunday, October 16th.
A well known poultry keeper contends that there is not
much profit in eggs at 1s per dozen, as taking in view the
high price of foodstuffs, such as wheat, pollard, etc. The
outlay is considerable. He states that careful statistics of the
cost show that although an abundance of green feed is
given in the mash the cost of feeding per one dozen eggs is
8d, which only leaves 4d to pay for the amount of labour
entailed.
October 12 1921
Shearing is now in full swing, but there have been frequent
interruptions through the rain that has fallen. The pastoral
land is showing fine growth of grass, and all kinds of stock
are doing well. The percentage of lambs shows a high
average.
Influenza is still very prevalent, and quite a number of
adults are suffering severely from its effects, several male
residents having been confined to their beds the past week.
The complaint seems to be circulating, as most families are
getting their turn.
Most gratifying returns are still being obtained at the
Newstead butter factory, and all previous records have been
beaten. The output for this week ending 8th October was 23
tons of butter which is a record.
The postal department has been given attention to some
improvements in the Campbelltown mail service, and for the
convenience of the soldiers on the Glengower settlement a
loose bag is being made up at Newstead for delivery at Mr
Yager’s hotel. Mr Jno. Vague, mail contractor, having
decided to engage in farming operations, the conveyance in
future will be undertaken by Mr Henry Connell, who it is
understood, intends to introduce a more rapid service, with
increased accommodation, for the purpose of connecting

Newstead with the train service at Allendale, which wii have
many advantages for those having occasion to travel to
either of these centres.
SOLDIERS WAR MEMORIAL
A WORKING BEE, for the purpose of laying out the ground
of the Memorial site, carting sand and moving soil, has been
arranged for SATURDAY NEXT, October 15th at 1.30pm. All
welcome.
F W ELLIS Hon Sec
CRICKET
A MEETING of all interested in the formation of a cricket
club in Newstead will be held in the local Mechanics Institute
(back room) on Saturday evening next, at 8 pm sharp.
E J Mitchell, Convenor
October 19 1921
Soldiers War Memorial
In conjunction with the working bee arranged for Saturday
afternoon last to clean up and lay out the ground of the
memorial site, it was confidently expected that the appeal
through the press to the public of Newstead would have met
with a much better response. Another working bee has been
arranged for Saturday afternoon next.
The cricket club meeting advertised to take place on
Thursday last was only attended by five -- two of these
having travelled from an outlying district to be present to
give a new club a “push” along. Where are our cricket
enthusiasts? After those present had discussed the
formation of the club it was stated that numerous promises
of support had been offered, but it was thought advisable to
hold a meeting on Thursday next at 8 pm sharp in the
Mechanics’ Institute. It is hoped there would be a good
attendance. A noticeable feature on Thursday last was that
only two business men of the town were present.
October 28 1921
Twenty four tons fourteen cwt of butter have been
manufactured has been manufactured at the Newstead
butter factory during the past week. This is an increase of
one ton over the previous week’s output. Although the
outside opposition is strong the local factory continues to
increase its operations, and a large sum of money is now
distributed locally, and also in various parts of the state,
suppliers sending cream from many distant places. Many
local hands are employed, and two shifts are being worked.
When the resignation of Mr Straughan was accepted and
Messrs jenkin and Morell were appointed, a number of
“outside” persons were ever ready to mar the opportunities
of local persons through petty jealousy, did all in their power
to deface the gentlemen appointed. As past events have
shown -- the progress made by the company -- the directors
were wise in ther choice, as Messrs Jenkin and Morell have
[as we anticipated in these columns at the time of their
appointment] proved themselves to be capable, trustworthy
and painstaking employees. May the company flourish
under their guidance.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society
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Local Activities - October 2021

Newstead Echo

Date

Activity

Time

Contact

Sat 2nd

Opening Arts Hub ‘Platform 4 Return’ exhibition

Sun 3rd

Daylight Savings begins

Tue 5th

Spinners - Mechanics’ Hall

10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Wed 6th

CWA meeting - NCC

10am

Janet 5476 2437

Tue 19th

Spinners - Mechanics’ Hall

10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Tue 19th

ECHO DEADLINE

Thu 14th

NCC AGM

6.30pm

Allie 0422 274 668

Thu 14th

LANDCARE Zoom AGM

8pm

Patrick 0437 663 345

Sat 16th

Printmaking workshop

10am

Prue 0428 391 707

Sun 31st

Repair Café - C’maine Community House

10am

Chris 5470 5508

Sun 31st

Newstead Football Netball Club AGM -NRR

2pm

Mark 0427 779 786

Prue 0428 391 707

As the restrictions are changing from day to day check your organisation for any changes

Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org.
If this is not possible a paper copy
can be left at the RTC by 4pm on or
before the published deadline.
Contact name and phone number
must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean, Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Frances Wade, Gayle Wallin
and Jennifer Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made
possible by the Mount Alexander
Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.

Weekly Activities
Activity

Details

Community Bus Regular Service

Wednesdays - Maryborough

Contact
RTC 5476 2360

Thursdays - Castlemaine
Hatha Yoga (not hols)

Monday NCC 9.00am

Wendy 0490 064 084

Wednesday NCC 7.00pm - 9.30pm
Golf Croquet

Monday Hilliers St 9.30am

Kerry 5476 2315

Scrapbooking

First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Tai Chi

Tuesday NCC 10am

Marcus 0468 732 271

Mens Shed

Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm

Graeme 0418 723 196

Jen 5476 2436

Tuesday The Shed 9am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Sunday The Shed 8am – 12 noon
Community Lunch

Wednesday Mechanics Hall 12.30pm Anthony 0490 055 918

Cr Matt Driscoll

First Thursday RTC

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

Anglican Church Service

Second and fourth Sundays 11am

Bowls Practice

Thursdays - 5pm at NBC

Matt 0437 108 458
RTC 5476 2360
Rev Darcy 0407 245 951

500 copies are distributed
throughout retail outlets in the
Newstead district by the first of each
month, except January. Website
hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed
unless it is party political, of an
objectionable nature, space
constraints or considered commercial
advertising. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed
400 words. The committee accepts
no responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If
you would like to be added to this list
email Janet on jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre

5476 2360

Crown Hotel

Newstead Public Cemetery

5476 2447

CFA

Newstead Police Station

5476 2250

Primary School

5476 2203

Mens Shed

0418 723 196

• Photographs in colour.

Community Garden

0439 003 469

• Save trees & decrease costs

Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy

5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226

Anglican Church

0407 245 951

Catholic Church

5476 2710

Historical Society

Newstead Country Store

5476 2252

Arts Hub

N’stead Friendly Grocer & Bakery

5476 2400

CWA

Newstead Meat Supply

5476 2217

Spinners

0407 806 004

Enviroshop

5472 4160

Bowls

0400 931 347

Dig Café

5476 2744

Art Salon

0408 507 882

5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437

LEGEND
• CWA: Country Women’s Association • NAH: Newstead Arts Hub • NAS: Newstead Art Salon
• NCC: Newstead Community Centre • NCG: Newstead Community Garden • NCL: Newstead Community Library
• NDHS: Newstead & District Historical Society • NPS: Newstead Primary School • NRR: Newstead Recreation Reserve
• NRC+RR: Newstead Racecourse Recreation Reserve • RTC: Rural Transaction Centre

NEWSTEAD ECHO ONLINE
www.newsteadecho.org

For new edition notification, add your
email address to the notification list

