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At the Newstead Country
Store, There’s a New Beginning
1st April. That’s an auspicious day for the superstitious.
But a date which did not deter Scott and Melissa Chaney.
For them it was the first day of trading as the new owners
of the Newstead Country Store. They have defied the
connotations of April Fool’s Day, and the business
according to Scott, is ‘…going very well’.
It was the call of family which got them back to Victoria
from the Gold Coast where they owned a motel. Having
sold that in January, the couple contemplated buying a
caravan park, but that idea went by the wayside because
of the implications of the COVID pandemic. And they
knew all about those from their experience with the motel
business.
Dr. Google provided an answer. The Country Store came
up for sale and within three days, bingo, it was purchased.
The previous owners, Jason and Jennifer had built up the
business during their tenure, and Scott and Melissa are
continuing that process, offering daily meals of roast
chicken, pizza and fish and chips, on a take way/dine in
basis.
Melissa comes with a background of cooking 120 meals a
day at a childcare centre in Point Cook and Scott worked
as manager of spare parts and accessories for Mazda
Australia in Campbellfield.
A make-over of the shop is underway with a rustic look
envisaged at its conclusion. Already, a section of the store
has been set aside as a retreat area, replete with tables,
chairs and comfy couches. And there will be a repaint of
the shop’s interior in due course.
Scott and Melissa bring with them to Newstead two
daughters, Hannah and Tabitha, both of whom are
attending Maryborough Education Centre. Of their two
other children, Chloe stayed behind in the Gold Coast and
JoNathon lives in Werribee, apprenticed to his
grandfather, as a stonemason. However, JoNathon will
make the occasional appearance in Newstead, working in
the shop.

Scott has designed a classy brochure to promote the
Country Store and what it offers by the way of the food
menu and trading hours.
There’s a youthful energy and a cheery welcome awaiting
you at the Country Store…when you step inside for some
take away tucker, coffee, newspapers or any assortment
of necessary items.
Check it out!
Gordon Dowell 5476 2633
I’ve
been
expecting them,
but suspect these
individuals
are
heading further
north
to
the
riverine plains.
Watch out in
coming weeks for
Eastern Spinebill,
Swift Parrot and
Rose Robin.
Read more at
Natural
Newstead

An early arrival
Yesterday’s (11th April) bitter southerly was a taste of
winter. I’m not quite ready for it just yet!
It’s not all bad however, as we can look forward to the
arrival of a suite of birds from other locales, that choose to
spend the cooler seasons in the box-ironbark country.
One of these species is the Flame Robin which typically
arrives locally in late April. Yesterday afternoon I spotted a
handful of ‘brown birds’ along Mia Mia track and then
glimpsed a couple of lovely male birds in their company.

Flame Robin (adult male), Mia Mia
Track, 11th April 2021
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Biggest Morning Tea
at Plaistow
Homestead
324 Rodborough Road, Joyces Creek
Thursday 27th & Saturday 28th May
10am to 12.30pm
Entry by donation - All proceeds to Cancer Council
Due to the hiccups of 2020, the Cancer Council were
down $3 million in donations. This year, to help increase
donations we are opening the ‘Plaistow’ gardens on the
normal ‘Morning Tea Thursday’ and also on the following
Saturday.
The event will be in a marquee on the grassed area known
as the tennis court. The kitchen and lounge room will not
be open to the public however visitors are welcome to
enjoy the entire garden area and the fabulous views down
the valley.
As usual, bottomless tea and coffee will be served
together with scones hot from the oven. There will be
stalls selling plants, jams and sauces, knitting and crafts
and music on both days provided by the generous musos
from Platform Souls. We would happily welcome other
stall holders, as long as proceeds go to the Cancer
Council, and we would certainly welcome volunteer help.

Community
Lunch News
Community Lunch had a
break in April due to other
commitments together with a
well earned rest. Having run
the lunch since 2012 we have learned what works and
what doesn’t so it has evolved to the form it is today.
Those enthusiasts will be glad to know that we are up and
running again from Wednesday May 5th, so please come
along and join with friends and neighbours.
A two course vegetarian meal is offered for a suggested
donation of $7. Because of the unpredictability of
attendees, excess foods may be available at the end of
the meal but you will need to provide your own containers
if you’d like a take home pack or take away.
Our volunteers are some regulars, some not so, but
everyone is welcome to help ( there’s always something
that needs doing) where you can learn some cooking
skills, have a laugh, and generally have a nice time.
Helpers arrive from 9.30-10.30 am on the Wednesday.
Anyways, hope to see you all on the 5th, usual place,
usual time, and for newcomers that’s the Newstead
Community Centre next to the IGA at 12.30pm.
Anthony 0490 055 918

Do You Need a Justice of the Peace?

Local Justices of the Peace are ;
Alison Carson - 0438 394 811
Janet Hancy - 0431 698 525
Malcolm Fyffe - 0427 766 291
Also Signing Station
Tuesday 1pm - 3pm CHIRP 13 Mostyn St Castlemaine

‘Plaistow’ is located 7km from Newstead on Rodborough
Road. Signs will be at the Pyrenees Highway &
Rodborough Road intersection and also opposite the
Black Duck Hotel on the Creswick-Newstead Road and
Strathlea Road intersection.
For those capable of walking, please park on the drive
way and leave the area close to the house free for those
with limited mobility. The event will comply with the
requirements of the Covid rules at the time.
Further information:
Lil & Peter Skilbeck 5476 2450 or 0419 884 710

Intimo Lingerie
Hi, my name is Alysha and I am a
bra-fit
specialist
with
Intimo
lingerie.
We are an Australian company
based in Port Melbourne and I
have been working my business for
two years, in addition to part-time
employment at Castlemaine
Hospital.
I have been wearing Intimo for six years and fell in love
with the brand instantly from its comfort, design and fit.
I started this journey looking for something new and
exciting to do; to meet new people and to earn extra
income. I love providing women with my complimentary
service, to make them feel good and to fit them with a
well-fitted bra and for women ‘to love the skin they’re in’.
It’s a very rewarding outcome when I help women find
their feel-good fit. And I am very proud to work with a
company that empowers women every day. And is more
than just selling bras. Intimo is partnered with the Uplift
project and sends unwanted or old bras to countries such
as Papua New Guinea, Tonga and Fiji.
We also promote breast health and with every bra comes
a self-check card and every October we fund-raise and
donate money towards breast cancer research. Intimo is
ethically-made and sustainable lingerie and clothing.
For personal fittings for you or friends and family I can
visit you, or you can come to me. Since the advent of
Covid I have also been doing virtual fittings. For
appointments only, Ph: 0435 411 641
Alysha Hepburn alysha.hepburn@intimo.com.au
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From Your
Councillor
One of the biggest priorities for any
newly elected Council is the
development of a Community Vision
and Council Plan and we want you
to help shape that shared vision.
These plans are important in setting
the strategic direction of Council
and our priorities in coming years. We need your help to
set the direction and to make sure we really understand
our community’s needs and aspirations. We have
invested in a new online, interactive platform called
Shape Mount Alexander
(shape.mountalexander.vic.gov.au) to provide a more
flexible and engaging way for you to let us know your
thoughts, and for us to report back to you. To kick start
the process we’ll be asking you to fast forward and think
about what you want Mount Alexander Shire to look like
for the next ten years. We want to capture what
community members value most about our community
and their priorities. We will be providing many ways for
people of all ages to get involved and provide feedback.
This project is not just about Castlemaine, and I believe
that input from those of us who live in the Loddon River
Ward have a great opportunity to make our voices heard.
To help prepare for this important project Council recently
adopted a new policy to guide the community
engagement processes. This will help ensure our
engagement with the community is transparent, inclusive
and accessible, while meeting the requirements of the
new Local Government Act. We will be promoting
opportunities to get involved through our networks, local
media and community newsletters. In the meantime you
can sign up to our newsletter Shire News or follow us on
Facebook to stay up-to-date with the latest news from
Council.
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday
of each month between 10am and 12pm. The next one is
May 6, but don’t forget that you can contact me via my
email at loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or
0437 108 458.
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any
time via the home page on our website
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au

Newstead Public
Cemetery
A further geophysical survey has been
conducted at the cemetery, just on the
other side of the Roman Catholic section northern fence
line. Thirty unmarked graves were located and these
have now been permanently marked by members of the
cemetery trust.
Three surveys have been conducted over the past two
years, locating numerous unmarked graves in the six
sections of the cemetery. Although the deceased who lay
in these graves cannot be identified, they rest in peace
without disturbance.
The Newstead Cemetery Trust members gratefully
thanks the Department of Health and Human Services for
their continued support and assistance in the form of
grants, enabling these surveys to be carried out.
Jill Bant 5476 2447
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Newstead CWA
At the end of March, we held our Tillow’s
fashion parade and luncheon. With Easter
bonnets galore, brisk sales, delish food, fun
and chatter, all agreed we had a great day.
At our April meeting we enjoyed an informative
Indigenous Australia International Day with interesting
talks and presentations by our members, the Group
International Officer Helen Johnstone and Newstead
identity Ray Stevenson. Colourful posters, Aboriginal
artifacts and decorative banners were displayed and we
were
enlightened, learning something new about
Indigenous
people,
flora,
fauna and the
land; such as
the student led
educational Fire
Carrier Program
(Friends Igniting
Reconciliation
through
Education)
in
some schools;
the
distinctive
round
eared
Antechinus
marsupial
mouse–a
regular visitor to
our
member
Jill’s
property
adjacent to her Our models, Helen , Marion and Ann, in
their Easter bonnets.
box–ironbark
forest;
the
critically endangered species of Eucalypt, known as the
Mongarlowe Mallee Eucalyptus recurva; personal
outback travel experiences; the role CWA played in
assisting aboriginal communities often defying the colour
bar of the 1950’s & 60’s; and much more. An imaginative
tasty
lunch
of
kangaroo tail soup,
witchetty grub salad
and many more
inventive
dishes
was enjoyed by all.
Special thanks to all
our members who
always
enthusiastically and
cheerfully support
our
International
Day.
Several
members
are looking forward
to attending the
CWA
State
Conference
at
Ballarat at the end
of May.
May
meeting
10.00am, Wednesday, Branch International Officer,
5th May.
Ann Weir
Jenny Parker
,
President, 0417 475 270
Dani Kent, Secretary, 0413 478
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Newstead and
District Historical
Society
The AGM of the Newstead & District
Historical Society was held on Monday
19th April. Due to Covid regulations we
were obliged to conduct a meeting within the social
distancing rules which unfortunately meant restricting
numbers in attendance.
Mr Rob Hamilton, PM PGsB, Masonic Researcher, was
the guest speaker for the evening he spoke to us about
The Freemason and Genealogy. He was a very
knowledgeable speaker and the topic interesting.
Life time member Peter Skilbeck chaired the election of
office bearers for the year 2021-2022. AGM.
Committee.:
Chris Simmins elected President
Brian Dieckmann re-elected Vice President
Joan Sartori re-elected secretary
Allison Lang. elected treasurer
Research officers. Joan Sartori, Janetta Brewer
Newsletter. Dawn Hartney, Joan Sartori
Ray Stevenson
Congratulations to our new committee members, Chris,
Janetta and Allison, you are all very welcome and we
hope you enjoy your time with the committee and the
society
Thank you to everyone who has responded to our letter, it
has been so encouraging to accept and include six new
members to date, into our society.
You are all very welcome, we are so pleased to have you
‘on board’, as soon as we get our new committee up and
running, we will be able to organise days and times for
some in service for you all.
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Forty Years of Community
Radio in Central Victoria
April next year marks the 40th
anniversary of the first official
FM radio broadcast outside of
Melbourne and it had its
beginning in Castlemaine.
On 25th April, Anzac Day
1982,
3CCCfm
hit
the
airwaves from the former Harcourt railway station
building.
Today four community radio stations operate in the
Bendigo region: Phoenix fm, KLFM, Freshfm and Mainfm.
The latter began life in Castlemaine as WMAfm in 2006.
Two of those present on opening day at Harcourt were
Ian Braybrook and Marilyn Bennet. They have now
embarked on recording the beginnings and development
of all four stations, in a book to be launched on Anzac
Day next year. A big birthday party is expected to be part
of the day.
It is an ambitious undertaking, one which is already well
underway, but they need help. The couple is calling on
those who were involved from the beginning to the
present day, to contribute.
Marilyn says, “We are seeking input from any of the
hundreds of people who had a role in either station along
the way. We want to gather facts, anecdotes and photos
for inclusion in the book. We want it to reflect the human
side of the story - not just facts and figures. We ask
people to write short pieces, say 400 to 600 words, to
forward to us. In fact, we are depending on this to make
the book interesting all round.”
Marilyn Bennet & Ian Braybrook
E: ianandmazza@gmail.com
Ph: 0457 676 327

Word from Grant

At the AGM we had a change of treasurer for the first
time since the Society was formed in 1986. Janet
Trudgeon is a founding member of the Society, a lifetime
member, and the only treasurer the society has had until
Monday night April 19 2021. Janet has contributed to the
Society in many other ways as well as being treasurer,
she rarely missed a meeting, has always been there to
lend a hand, or to help with research projects and fund
raising.
Enjoy your retirement Janet; we expect that you will still
come and visit us at the courthouse.
We thank you most sincerely for all you have contributed
Janet. Well done!
Joan Sartori, Secretary, 5476 2327

There is a current scam to keep an
eye out for.
There have been many new scams
which evolved during the COVID
period, but since our ‘reprieve’
from lockdown some of the old
ones are poking their heads up
again.
A group is currently doing the rounds in the Castlemaine
area, selling bitumen driveways, etc.
The group calls on private premises or businesses with
the story that they have a quantity of bitumen left over
from a large job and that they can facilitate a cheap job
on driveways or paths.
Their work is very poor with a sub-standard product. The
job may not be completed and then ‘stand-over’ tactics
are applied for a larger sum of money to be paid, than
was initially quoted.
If you become aware of such people door-knocking in the
area, do not engage them and contact police.
Grant MacDonald
Leading Snr Constable
Newstead Police Station Ph: 5476 2250/0439 373 008
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Good Friday
Appeal
This year’s Royal Children’s
Hospital Good Friday Appeal
captured many generous donations from our
Newstead business, locals and visitors.
The Newstead Brigade and its helpers
collected a very pleasing $4,642. By
comparison, there was $839 donated when
the brigade commenced collecting for the
appeal back in 2011.
Thank you to all those who donated to this
most worthy and essential hospital appeal.
The
Royal Children’s
Hospital
was
established in 1870 and the Good Friday
Appeal commenced in 1931.
Christopher Simmins
Local
Area
Manager
Good
Friday
Appeal 5476 2310

CFA elections
We usually hold elections for Newstead CFA office
bearers every two years. Elections were due last year but
were put on hold because of COVID. We were able finally
to hold a meeting in April, where our office-bearers for the
next two years were elected. For the first time in my
memory, we actually had to vote for two of the lieutenants
because we had more than one nomination. I think this is
a great sign for the future – having multiple people
interested in taking on leadership roles can only be a
good thing. The list of those elected is as follows:
•
Captain: Doug Richardson
•
First Lieutenant: Jason McGrath
•
Second Lieutenant: Hilton Hazeltine
•
Third Lieutenant: Mitchell Hepburn
•
Fourth Lieutenant: Tracy Stuart
•
Secretary/Treasurer: Charles Turvey
•
Chairman: Craig Hepburn

Hi there!!
This is very exciting for me to
send in. My name is Aurora
Whitlock and I am writing a piece
of acknowledgement.
My partner Paul and I would like
to thank everyone from the
bottom of Our hearts, to all those
who were a part of Our journey of
Our V'Edge. From the moment
we declared to this beautiful town
of Newstead, to the final evening
debut in the community hall, we
have been supported, encouraged, and humbled by
everyone's blessings. This was Our first experience in a
pop-up restaurant on the 27th of March, and we feel
honoured to have you all share with us Our creations, and

Deputy Chair: Ray Stevenson
•
Community Safety Coordinator: Ray Stevenson
•
Health and Safety Coordinator: Hilton Hazeltine
•
Training Coordinator: Jason McGrath
•
Asset Maintenance Officers: Chris Simmins and
Hilton Hazeltine
•
Catering and Fundraising Officer: Ron Archer
•
Communications Officer: Hilton Hazeltine
•
Promotions and Publicity Officer: Anne Perkins
•
Fire Prevention Officer: Craig Hepburn
•
Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria delegates: Jason
McGrath and Doug Richardson
Congratulations to all these individuals, especially to our
new lieutenants Hilton and Mitchell. At the meeting the
chairman expressed thanks to retiring lieutenants Ray
Stevenson and Peter Morter.
Anne Perkins 0408 527 910
•

join us on Our mission. Our V'Edge aimed to advocate
vegetarianism through redefining and recreating all the
signature foods we have grown to love. Our sole purpose
was to provide a sense of familiarity through wholesome
delicacies. We have taken so much from this experience
as we hope you all did too, and have taken the feedback
of too generously proportioned meals into consideration. I
would lastly like to dedicate my greatest thankyou to the
one and only Alexandra Whitlock. You have been Our
number one supporter and have contributed a great deal
all the way through to Our journey. We couldn't have had
the night we did if it weren't for You, and we wouldn't have
it any other way than with you a part of it. Our V'Edge are
sincerely grateful and will endeavour to be continued.
Stay in touch. Stay true to good food, and You.
Kindest Regards, Aurora and Paul
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What is a Tree Worth?
I found this article in the April 2021 edition of Gardening
Australia - ‘A place to call home’. Written by Leonard
Cronin, I thought it was an interesting read. It’s quite a
lengthy piece, but the gist of it is as follows:
Consider this. Over a year, a single, mature tree can
filter more than 25kg of pollutants from the atmosphere;
provide the cooling equivalent of 10 air conditioners
running continuously and absorb some 3500lts of
stormwater.
It has even been revealed that the roots of certain trees
absorb and neutralise toxic pollutants from the urban
environment.
It can take decades or even centuries for trees to
develop cavities large enough for birds and animals to
live in. Each tree is an entire ecosystem and the older
the tree, the greater the impact on our biodiversity. Large
old trees and standing remnants of dead trees are
referred to as ‘habitat trees’.
They provide food and living places for hundreds of
different kinds of animals and plants, while dead leaves
and litter enrich the soil and create habitat for microorganisms, snails, insects, lizards, arachnids and frogs.
Hollow trunks and limbs provide shelter and breeding
sites for possums, gliders, bats and birds.
More than 300 native vertebrate species use tree
hollows in Australia, including 31% of all mammals, 15%
of birds and 10% of our reptiles.

Indeed, food for thought about our beautiful trees. Go
ahead and plant a tree today, so our future generations
can enjoy our wonderful flora and fauna in years to come.
Jen Lacey 0447 581 808

MAY 2021

Newstead Live
Following
the
success
of
Newstead Live Picnic Concert
held in January, the Festival
Committee
is
pleased
to
announce that a new event, The Winter Cozy Concert
will be held in July. The date is yet to be announced but
keep an eye out for further details, which will be released
soon.
The Festival Committee also commenced planning for
Newstead Live 2022, scheduled to be held from Friday
21st January to Monday 24th January.
Performer applications will be open from 1st July to 31st
July.
We are looking forward to a full festival, Covid 19
permitting.
The Live n’ Local stage at Newstead Live has, for the
past few years, been managed by Tino D’Onghia and
Marlon Lachlan-Toner. They’ve done a fabulous job and
now feel it’s time to pass on the baton.
Expressions of interest are now being sought from local
high school students interested in taking on the mantle.
Students, between Years 9 and 12 are welcome to apply
who have involvement in the music scene. Help and
mentoring is provided by the committee.
A volunteer graphic designer is also sought to work
on the festival visual content.
Expressions of interest for both Live’n’Local and a
graphic designer should be forwarded to Kelly Skinner
newsteadlive@gmail.com or call 0448 234 758
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ANZAC Day
A great turn out attended a
very respectful ANZAC Day
service at the memorial.
Thank you to Robyn,
Charlotte and Ray for
presenting such an
excellent thoughtful
program.
Thanks also go to the
Men's Shed, Bowls Club
and Arts Hub. It was
wonderful to once again
have the opportunity for a
chat and some light
refreshments afterwards.

You’re Invited
Renewable Newstead (RN) is delighted to
invite the people of Newstead and
surrounds to come together on 30th May
to hear about next steps for a proposed
local solar farm, after the Victorian
Government gave the project the green light in April.
A planning permit for the solar-powered renewable energy
project, which includes solar panels and inverters and is
proposed for 3km west of Newstead, was issued on 19th April.
No objections were received after we modified the size from
10MW to 5MW in October in response to concerns from
landholders near the site at the corner of Captains Gully Road
and Clarke Lane.
We are incredibly grateful to the residents of Newstead and
surrounds for their ongoing support for RN throughout all stages
of this project, and are keen to get as many people as possible
from our community together on 30th May to be updated on
what’s next.
This will be our first gathering in more than 12 months after last
year’s COVID-imposed lockdowns and it’s important the
community is briefed on a number of matters. These include
some of the more challenging planning permit conditions which
RN can object to if we find them too onerous, impractical or if
they make the project unviable. Included are:
The requirement to upgrade the Pyrenees Highway/ Captains
Gully Rd intersection to B-double turning standards. This is
costly. Getting smaller trucks to deliver solar panels and/or other
options may be possible.
A second heritage survey, despite the first showing no heritage
overlay on the property.
Additional landscaping that’s unlikely to provide any viewchanging benefits. We are keen to do some landscaping but feel
that what the permit imposes is not quite on target.
We also want to update the community on the fruits of our
search for commercial partners to build and operate the solar
farm and to sell the electricity it generates.
We are keen to ensure as many locals as possible sign up to
buy their domestic (household) power from the electricity retailer
that’s eventually chosen to sell the farm’s power and we’re
working hard on the best possible deal that’s friendly for the
pocket and the earth.
With so much news to share, we’re keen for people to
understand where we are up to and to have an opportunity to
ask any questions.
Consider yourself invited and please come along on 30th May to
the Newstead Community Centre. Formal proceedings will run
from 10.30am to 12.30pm. You’re welcome to arrive at 10am for
morning tea and we’ll also offer lunch after. Please direct any
queries about this gathering to RN’s Project Co-ordinator
Phoebe Snep on 0438 318 926.
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Newstead Primary School is very
excited to be in the master plan stage
for the renovations of the main building
and
arts/technology
area.
The
renovations will firstly have a focus on
planned maintenance with repairing the roof, electrical
and termite areas. The works will then move to
improving the functionality and flexibility of our existing
rooms. The building works are expected to begin early
in 2022 with a completion in December 2022.
We are also very eager to begin our volunteers in
classrooms again. With COVID regulations to be
followed, we are looking for any local community
members that may wish to volunteer their time to contact
the school for term 2. If you have an interest in hearing
readers, helping with mathematics, gardening or any
other subject area please give us a call. All volunteers
have to have a current Working with Children registration
and adhere to the COVID protocols.
Regards, Kathy Callander 5476 2226

Flu Vaccination Time is Here
Some of you may have already been contacted by your
medical practice, some not. For locals, Wendy will again
be providing a Flu Vaccination Clinic this year, in
conjunction with the Newstead Men’s Shed. This will
probably be held in the first week of May.
If you wish to take advantage of this option, please call to
make an appointment. Those home-bound will be catered
for.
Vaccination for over 65s it is covered by Medicare. Under
65s can be catered for, but there will be a cost of vaccine
fee of $10
There is important timing in conjunction with Covid 19
Vaccination.
THERE HAS TO BE 14 ‘CLEAR’ DAYS BETWEEN THE
COVID VACCINATION AND THE FLU VACCINATION.
In the case of AstraZeneca, if you have the flu vaccine
first, then you can’t have the AstraZeneca first
vaccination till at least the 15th day after the flu vaccine.
If you have had the FIRST AstraZeneca shot, then you
can’t have the flu vaccine till at least 15 days after or up
to 15 days before the SECOND shot is due, and if you
have had the SECOND AstraZeneca shot, then 15 days
at least before you can have the flu shot.
In the case of the Pfizer, because the SECOND shot is
administered 3 weeks after the FIRST one, then you can
must have the flu shot either 15 days before the FIRST
shot or 15 days after the SECOND shot.
Maryborough District Health Services (Maryborough
Hospital 5461 0333), is operating a
Covid19 vaccination clinic open to the
public, delivering the AstraZeneca
vaccination only at this stage, so only for
the over 50s group.
This is a free clinic. Just call and make
an appointment
Keep safe and well.
Wendy Blanch
Sandon Integrated Health 0478 061 492
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Newstead Spinners Inc
As warm, sunny days of summer extended
through recent months, the regular
meetings of Newstead Spinners welcomed
visitors and new members. Our new
committee was also enlisted. Many thanks
to out-going committee members, President Jeanette,
Secretary Jill, Treasurer Lorraine, Librarian Joy and Meet
and Greet person Karen, for their care and service to our
group.
Our new committee includes myself, Sally Weis as
president. I joined Newstead Spinners when I moved to
Central Victoria several years ago. While I have spun
yarn for many years, I am delighted to be returning to
weaving and always learn something fascinating from
other members during our meetings. I then head home
inspired and energised. April saw the start of our
workshop program for the year, lead by various energetic
and skilled members. I am enjoying that. Thank you all so
much.
Anja Tusek our new secretary said, “I love coming to
Newstead Spinners for many reasons. One of which is
shedding the layers of clothing as I get out of the car
having driven from Trentham. My challenge for 2021 is to
take up new opportunities as they cross my path. Say yes
and have a go. I enjoy the company of this welcoming,
friendly and accepting group. I am a knitter turned spinner
and recently added weaving to the repertoire, although I
said I would never weave.”
Maritsa - Treasurer, was inspired to join after attending
the group’s 42nd Anniversary Celebrations a couple of
years ago. She saw the range of artistry displayed, the
sharing of skills and camaraderie of the women. Since
joining, Maritsa has developed both spinning and weaving
skills.
Beth – Vice-President, is one of our life time members
and has been an active member of the group since 1983.
She has tried many handcrafts over the years. These
days Beth uses her time at meetings to knit large blankets
and raise money for her charities.
Suzan - Librarian, is a very talented felter, embroiderer
and knitter. Suzan makes beautiful cards for special big
birthdays. She also nourishes our hearts and souls
through delicious home baked cakes.
Wendy Charles - Meet and Greet person, is an avid
collector and restorer of spinning wheels. She spins to
knit and sells her hand dyed fibre at markets.
We’re grateful to be part of the committee and to
participate in the tradition of friendship, generosity and
learning at Newstead Spinners.
Contacts: Sally Weis 0400 922 027
Anja Tusek 0407 806 004

1946-2021 Rainfall
As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

March 2021
2021
67.2 mm

Average
30.8 mm

Highest 2010
107.2 mm

Lowest 1951
0 mm

396 pts
120 pts
418 pts
0 pts
April 2021 Rainfall up to 26th, 11.4mm, 44pts
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Scrapbooking
Scrapbooking has, thankfully, recommenced.
We were fortunate to be able to gather for
Christmas lunch and meetings have continued
from then on up to our Easter celebration with some
ladies adorning Easter bonnets for a fun day.
Handcrafted cards for any occasion, created by our
talented ladies, are available for purchased at the RTC at
very reasonable prices.
So pop along
and choose a
card for those
very special
people in your
life
Jill
Bant.
5476 2447

Live big band music at the
Newstead Community
Market
The next community market is on Saturday 15th May and
we would love to see you there. The market is a great
place to meet locals, catch up on what’s going on in your
community and pick up a bargain.
We are delighted to announce a return to live music at the
market with the Red Sand Big Band. Based in Bendigo,
and led by our own Hilton Hazeltine, the Red Sand Big
Band is a traditional 40s/50s big band featuring trombones,
trumpets, saxophones, piano, bass and drums. They play
music from the swing era such as Glenn Miller, Benny
Goodman and Duke Ellington, along with modern songs
with a swing feel. The band is available to hire but at the
market you can listen for free, so this is a not to be missed
opportunity. Maybe even bring your dancing shoes!
Other
highlights
at
the
market
include:
* Fresh locally grown organic produce and preserves.
* Plants of all kinds
* Second hand goods such as books, clothes and bric-abrac
* Stalls from local community groups and local
entrepreneurs. This is a great opportunity to find out
what’s going on in your community and support local
fundraising
efforts
and
businesses.
* Fire safety information from the CFA stall
Breakfast or lunch at the CFA barbeque, offering egg and
bacon rolls, burgers, sausages, tea and coffee.
We would love to have more stall holders at the market, so
if your family or community group has something to offer,
please consider setting up a stall. It only costs $10 which
makes it one of the cheapest markets around, and you’re
supporting the Newstead CFA. There is no need to book
ahead, you can just turn up on the day with your goods to
sell.
Please note that the market is definitely on Saturday 15th
May, not Saturday 22nd May. The flyers handed out at the
March market had the wrong date on them. If you have
any queries, please contact Ron Archer on 0427 506 843
or you can email newsteadmarket@gmail.com. There is
more information on our webpage and Facebook. Just
search for “Newstead CFA Community Market”.
Anne Perkins 0408 527 910.
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Community Focused at
the Shed
Our Shed has gone forward in leaps and
bounds over the last few years and
despite what 2020 dealt us, we are still getting stronger.
While the main focus of our membership in the Shed is
about the mental and general health of our members, we
are always keen to be involved in local Newstead and
surrounds community events and projects.
Our members were keen to work with both Newstead
Primary School and Mt Alexander Shire Council in the
past, providing them with our signature timber benches
and tables as part of their community and school
upgrades.
By the time this edition will have gone to press we will
also have completed our third Anzac Day, Post Memorial
Service Free Community Sausage Sizzle. We missed this
event last year with all the restrictions that were in place.
This year the Newstead Bowls Club assisted us in this
community event giving back to all our Newstead
supporters. The last time we offered our services the
queues for one of our legendary sausages and onions
were huge.
Not only are we on the lookout for more members to join
our Shed, we also are keen to invite local community
organisations and charities to contact us if they are
having a local event; and would like some donated labour
and volunteers to help them out. Drop in and catch up
with us for a chat any time you see the OPEN sign out the
front of The Shed in Lyons St; or you can contact us via
our web site or Facebook Page. It’s probably a sign of
the times that we get more communication from people
via messaging on our Facebook Page or through the Web
Page Contact than we do from the telephone. We
currently have nearly 200 followers checking us out when
we put items of interest on Facebook.
Another initiative we have become involved in, by taking
advantage of recent Govt. and ATO offers is to register
our Newstead Men’s Shed as a charity. Very shortly we
will be able to issue dockets and receipts to people,
groups and businesses for their donations and work
projects that will allow them to claim that in their tax
returns. We have become a DGR approved charity; DGR
stands for Deductable Gift Recipient. If this interests you,
feel free to contact the Secretary as always.
Graeme Lees Secretary 0418 723 196

Shed Members dishing out sausages and onions after the
2021 Anzac Memorial Service.

Looking back at April
16th April saw the first
ever open mic night at
Newstead Arts Hub! With
many performances by
artists from local and afar,
a beautiful crowd and
many tasty treats and wine
from Welshmans Reef
Vineyard, the night was a
spectacular hit. We’re already planning another one - for
everybody that was there, never fear, this one will be
much more cosy!
The final day of Particles was on 25th April 25 and
brought the month to a close. This joint exhibit bringing
together five local artists across a breadth of disciplines,
has seen the Arts Hub walls adorned with large scale
installations, beautiful collaborative pieces made of handshaped clay and large built forms, typography and
projection works. We have adored having this exhibit in
our gallery rooms!
Coming up
Bridget Farmer and Rhyll Plant will be taking over the
gallery spaces in May with Art Most Fowl, bringing
together printmaking and imagery inspired by the natural
world. Both artists have a strong appreciation of the
ephemeral nature of birds, and create beautiful works
using drypoint engraving (Bridget), and wood engraving
and nature prints (Rhyll). Opening May 1st!
After a wonderfully successful first series of classes,
Hannah Collins is once again running Pen to Paper, a
creative writing workshop for women. With three classes
over three weeks, this is the perfect opportunity for
women to get a start, or the skills to overcome that writers
block and jump in to the world of creative writing. Starting
30th April, sign ups available on our website.
Platform Dinner & Art Auction
With food catered by Konjo Mama delivering us fine
authentic Ethiopian cuisine from some of the best in the
business, and Welshmans Reef Vineyard providing a
delicious drop, there is more than enough reason to come
down for our fundraiser dinner on May 8th. Add to that a
diverse array of artworks we have been busily collecting
and the experience of a live art auction as you dine and
the evening is bound to be an absolute hit! Given the
recent serious drop in temperature, we’ve quickly secured
a nice toasty spot for an indoor dining experience that we
can’t wait to share with you! Book via our website.
A look ahead
Over the months of June and July we will be branching
away from the month long exhibitions. Instead we will
host some kids writing courses during the holidays, as
well as one off events focusing on writing, music and
winter warming, and some more wonderful workshops.
Don’t miss out on what’s going on, check out our website,
instagram page for updates!
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It’s between seasons in the garden. The last of the
summer crops have been or are being harvested and
summer pruning of fruit trees has been completed.
Tomatoes did well this year though i think there will be lots
of green preserves
being made from
the many that are
still far from ripe. I
produced my ﬁrst
ever red capsicums
which was
encouraging
because they
usually get zapped
by frost while still
green.
My
tromboncino
plants which grew
attractively over a
metal arch gave
rise to a few titters
as Grace requested
that I let one grow as big as possible to be used as a
winter squash rather than the oddly shaped zucchini-like
ones which I harvest at about 1/2 a meter long. The
monster ﬁnally measured 1.2 metres in length. There is
something comical about the shape of these vegetables
and I’m sure someone out there could make them into
musical instruments!
Meanwhile the winter crop
seeds and seedlings are
being directly sown or
planted out. That is, the
ones that didn’t get eaten
by invading critters, we
suspect mice got into the
igloo and feasted on
microgreens!
The empty diggers beds
have been prepared for the
annual garlic planting which will happen in the next week
or two.
Nights are getting cold
though we are yet to have
the ﬁrst frost of the year but
the days are still relatively
mild so when the sun is
shining and warmth is in
the air the bees are still
busy collecting nectar from
rosemary,
lavender,
borage, dandelions and
rocket ﬂowers.
There’s always something
interesting going on in the
garden and it’s always a
lovely peaceful place to be.
Pam Connell
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Working with Dja Dja Wurrung
and DELWP, the Talking Fire
project is planning a Djandak Wi
cultural burn over the winter
months.
Djandak Wi is the term used by Djaara – Dja Dja Wurrung
people, the Traditional Owners for our part of Central
Victoria – for the process of returning cultural fire to
Country.
The project seeks to deepen and transform our
understanding of how to care for our local landscape by
bringing Djaara knowledge and experience into a
practical experience of using fire as a way of caring for
Country.
Together
we
want to enhance
biodiversity, build
community
awareness and
confidence in the
use
of
fire,
support new land
holder
skills,
address
community
safety,
and
support Djaara in
increasing their capacity to apply Djandak Wi to public
and private land. A big agenda!
Since we announced the project in the Echo in February,
we have been looking at potential public land locations,
talking about practicalities, and inviting key local
organisations to get involved. The chosen location is in
the Muckleford Forest, close to the Newstead-Maldon
Road, and part of the proposed planned burn area known
as ‘Bruces Track’.
The project will be structured around three workshops to
be held from May through to July (or later depending on
the season):
Workshop 1 – Understanding the need to burn: Looking
at the land from Djaara and western ecological
perspectives. What are the values here, and what are the
concerns?
Workshop 2 – Right way fire: Undertaking one or a series
of small cultural burns.
Workshop 3 – Learning through yarning: Afterwards a
chance to learn, share experiences and outcomes, and
setting up for monitoring.
We hope to have a yarning session in Newstead as well.
To get updates, follow the Talking Fire website:
(talkingfire.org), Talking Fire on Facebook, or you can
drop us a line at newsteadtalkingfire@gmail.com.
Talking Fire is a project of Newstead 2021 Inc and was
initiated by the Muckleford Forest Friends Network.
Talking Fire aims to support and initiate community
conversations to build understandings of the place of fire
in our landscape.
The Newstead Fire for Health Country project is
supported by Wettenhall Environment Trust as a pilot in
their Burning Country program.
Chris Johnston 0418 512 471
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100 Years Ago
May 4 1921

Football Has Bright Prospects
Stirring Season Expected
There are indications that the 1921 season will see the
greatest boom in football that this district has known. That
is saying much, but, satisfied with the steady advance of the
affairs of the local clubs, the controllers are pleased with the
increased interest and enthusiasm shown in the coming
season. They are looking forward to a year of exciting
contests and increased receipts.
It is not every club that can boast of making a start with
such a sound condition as is the case with the Newstead Moolort club. The prospects have never been brighter and
the public has awakened. Players have flocked from every
corner of the recruiting ground, and the difficulty of the
selection committee will be to find places for all the
promising material at hand. Nearly all the old players have
joined up again, and are available. Although efforts were
made by other clubs to secure the services of N Ford, H
Mapson, W Mapson, and others, we are pleased to report
that they have remained loyal to their club.
The President, Mr F W Ellis, is working enthusiastically to
bring the club to a high plane on the list, and they may be
regarded as fortunate in having his services.
The talent offering this year is the best in the memory of
local football enthusiasts. In addition to having pace they
have also weight. R Shiells has been appointed captain and
coach, and the vice captain will be selected at Daylesford
on Saturday, prior to the match. In the practice matches the
players have been doing nicely, and the committee is
satisfied that the Blues will take a lot to beat this season.
Crown Hotel, Newstead Under New Management
Accommodation for Visitors

The Rendezvous of the District
Re-habilitated. Re-decorated. Re-organised
We have now ample accommodation. The Crown is in
the handiest position for both business men and pleasure
seekers. In the centre of the business establishments, and
right opposite the public hall.
Rooms quiet and comfortable, attendance and equipment
thoroughly efficient. Meals charged for as required. Patrons
enjoy the advantage of reading, writing, drawing, smoke,
lounge, and billiard rooms.
Luncheon Rendezvous for Business People
We cater specially for business people requiring quick
attention.
Courteous Attention -- Perfect Cooking
Good Appointments and Pleasant Surroundings.
Changing Rooms provided for all sporting Clubs
Rubbing down table , bath, and shower.
Good Stabling -- Groom in charge
May 11 1921
Autumn leaves are very pretty and very useful for
decorating purposes, for they have a charm of their own, but

in one respect they can also be a great nuisance, and no
one realises that to a greater extent than the residents of
Lyons street. The trees in Lyons street have made splendid
growth, and are at their best in summer time, but just at
present they are shedding their leaves, and leaves, blowing
in all directions, are the despair of housekeepers. It is no
exaggeration to say that dray loads of leaves could be
picked up in the streets every day. They choke the gutters
and spread across the footpaths. The nuisance will probably
exist for another month, and it is common to all parts of the
town where similar trees are planted. Autumn leaves are
amongst the disadvantages of street ornamentation, but the
nuisance is more acute in Lyons street than in other
thoroughfares.
The farmers suffered from another delusion on Thursday
when rain set in and light showers continued throughout
the day, but their hopes were dispelled on Friday morning
when they awoke to find Mother Earth on the grip of an icy
frost, and the weather on Friday continued to be keenly cold.
May 18 1921
During the past few months many complaints have been
made about the excessive speed at which motorists travel
when passing through Newstead township and other parts of
the Shire. The matter was discussed at Thursday’s meeting
of the Shire council, when it was decided to erect notices on
the main Castlemaine-Maryborough road, at each entrance
to the town, warning motorists. Cr Downing moved that the
notices be erected, limiting the town to 15 miles per hour. Cr
Bradfield said the present by-law was 8 miles per hour
through the town and 13 miles per hour throughout the
shire. The present by-law would have to be rescinded first.
Cr Gibson gave notice that he would move to that effect at
the next meeting.
Last week there were over 30 children in the Castlemaine
Hospital suffering from diptheria, which is very prevalent in
the district at present. One of the cases of diptheria admitted
to the hospital from Clydesdale, proved fatal, the death of
the sufferer occurring last week.
Warning Mr Alexr Clarke announces that anyone cutting,
removing or interfering in any way with any timber on his
property at Campbelltown, known as Glengower Homestead
Block, will be prosecuted. A reward of £2 will be paid to
anyone giving information which will lead to the conviction of
offenders. Owners of wandering stock are also warned that
trespassing stock will be impounded and damages claimed.
May 25 1921
The bazaar, in aid of the Newstead Soldiers War Memorial,
which was held inn the Mechanics’ Hall on Friday and
Saturday evenings was a success, despite of the
unfavourable weather conditions. The opening ceremony
was preformed by the Hon D McLeod, MLA. The various
stall holders and workers attended to their duties in a most
creditable manner and the goods were all disposed of. It is
impossible to give an estimate of the nett profit as a number
of accounts are not to hand. The total cash receipts from the
motor drive and bazaar amount to £125.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society

Local Activities - May 2021
An Art Exhibition currently at DIG, features the finely-executed paintings of ships that
transported troops to the Western Front in WW1, along with some small personal
sketches. Works are by Bendigo artist, Wesley Lancaster.
Railway Arts Hub May Exhibition Art Most Fowl with Bridget Farmer and Rhyll Plant.
Opening 1st May Phoebe 0438 318 926
Sat

1

Football/Netball Carisbrook v Newstead

Mark 0427 779 786

Tue

4

Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Wed

5

CWA meeting NCC 10am

Sat

8

Football/Netball Rovers v Newstead

Sat

15 Newstead Communiyt Market
Football/Netball Newstead v Trentham

Ron 0427 506 843
Mark 0427 779 786

Tue

18 Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Wed

19 ECHO Deadline

Sat

22 Football/Netball Harcourt v Newstead

Thu

27 Biggest Morning, Plaistow 10am

Sat

29 Biggest Morning, Plaistow 10am
Football/Netball Newstead v Talbot

Sun

30 RN Community Meeting NCC 10am

Janet 5476 2437
Mark 0427 779 786

Mark 0427 779 786
Peter 5476 2450
Peter 5476 2450
Mark 0427 779 786
Phoebe 0438 318 926

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Community Bus Regular Service

Hatha Yoga (not hols)
Golf Croquet
Scrapbooking
Tai Chi
Men’s Shed

Wednesdays - Maryborough
Thursdays - Castlemaine

RTC 5476 2360

Monday NCC 9.00am
Wednesday NCC 7 - 9.30pm
Monday Hilliers St 9.30am
First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Wendy 0490 064 084

Tuesday NCC 10am
Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm
Tuesday The Shed 8am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Friday Pool, fish n chips 6.30pm
Sunday The Shed 8am –1pm

Marcus 0468 732 271
Graeme 0418 723 196

Community Lunch
Capoeira

Wednesday Mechanics Hall 12.30pm
Wednesday NCC 6.15pm - 7.45pm

Cr Matt Driscoll

Thursday RTC

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre
5476 2360
Newstead Public Cemetery,
5476 2447
Newstead Police Station
5476 2250
Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy 5476 2203
Anglican Church
0427 170 927
Catholic Church
5476 2710
Newstead Country Store
5476 2252
N’stead Friendly Grocer And Bakery 5476 2400
Newstead Meat Supply
5476 2217
Enviroshop
5472 4160
Dig Café
5476 2744
New Boots
0492 867 319

Kerry 5476 2315
Jen 5476 2436

Anthony 0490 055 918
Maikel 0490 176 218
Matt 0437 108 458
RTC 5476 2360

Crown Hotel
CFA
Primary School
Mens Shed
Community Garden
Historical Society
Arts Hub
CWA
Spinners
Bowls
Art Salon

5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226
0418 723 196
0439 003 469
5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437
0407 806 004
0400 931 347
0408 507 882

Newstead Echo
Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org If this is not
possible a paper copy can be left at the
RTC by 4pm on or before the published
deadline. Contact name and phone
number must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will not
be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean. Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Frances Wade, Gayle Wallin and
Jennifer Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made possible
by the Mount Alexander Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.
500 copies are distributed throughout
retail outlets in the Newstead district by
the first of each month, except January.
Website hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed unless
it is party political, of an objectionable
nature, space constraints or considered
commercial advertising. Anonymous
articles will not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed 400
words. The committee accepts no
responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If you
would like to be added to this list email
Janet on jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

Newstead Echo Online
www.newsteadecho.org

• Photographs in colour.
• Save trees & decrease costs
For new edition notification, add your
email address to the notification list

CWA

Country Women’s Association

NAH

Newstead Arts Hub

NAS

Newstead Art Salon

NCC

Newstead Community Centre

NCG

Newstead Community Garden

NCL

Newstead Community Library

NDHS

New & District Historical Society

NPS

Newstead Primary School

NRR

Newstead Recreation Reserve

NRC+RR New. Racecourse Rec. Reserve
RTC

Rural Transaction Centre

