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Is it Bird…Is it a Plane?
Nup, it’s a Flying Church Roof
I’ve heard about a flying buttress in church architecture, but a flying
roof?
This is about a footloose church. One that starts off in the small gold
-rush township of Graytown, east of Heathcote towards Nagambie.
Built in 1917, Saint Augustine’s Catholic Church serviced the
declining number of parishioners and also the religious needs of the
Catholic Italian, German and Finnish World War 2 prisoners-of-war
who were housed in Camp 6, sited in Graytown.
Depopulation continues after the war and the church became
unviable. In 1969, it was removed to Wallan to accommodate the
Catholic parishioners of that community and as a nod to Wallan’s
location on the Hume Highway, it became Our Lady of the Way
Catholic Church.
By 2020 commercial forces are in play. The rise in property values
in Wallan, now a commuter community to Melbourne, ‘more or less’
forces the Catholic community to capitalise on their asset. A
property developer acquires the church and valuable land and the
building is advertised for sale and removal on the internet’s
Gumtree site.
This is where it caught the attention of ‘Oakie’ and partner Kim. Last
April-May they ‘found’ a vacant block on the Ballarat entrance to
Newstead, adjoining the railway easement. What the couple then
needed was a residence. So, it came to pass; yet another move for
the church. This time to Newstead…and to become a distinctive
Second section of roof about to be lowered in
structure which sits comfortably in the urban landscape along the
place. Photo: Gordon Dowell
Creswick-Newstead Road, and within cooee of the former Railway
Hotel. Now, that scenario offers an opportunity for some Irish-based
re-imagining!
Jim Trudgeon provided some historical background to the block
saying, the last residence there belonged to gold dredge employee,
Roy Woods. A small
mudbrick cottage, it
was demolished in the
1950s.
This last January,
there was a flurry of
excitement with the
arrival of the church
by transport and its
placement on concrete
stumps. The highCrane in place to lift church roof into
pitched gable roof had
place. Photo: Gordon Dowell
been removed to allow
power lines to be negotiated It travelled separately. Then came the
spectacle of a large crane delicately replacing the roof back on the body of
the church. All done with fine precision.
‘Oakie’ described their plans for the old church; to become a residence with
an open plan living design, suitable for hosting small intimate acoustic music
concerts or theatre. That ambition well-suits their respective professional
lives. ‘Oakie’ is a music and event manager and Kim, a theatre technician
with the Victorian Arts Centre.
Kim said, as she offered a bounty of mulberries to the half-dozen spectators
watching the roof lift, “I am very excited that the two mulberry trees still exist
on the block.” She looks forward to establishing a “…lovely garden” around
the building to compliment those remnant fruit trees.
'Oakie' and Kim happy to see the
successful installation of their new home
Gordon Dowell 5476 2633
Photo: Gordon Dowell
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Watercolouring the Garden
Thames & Hudson?
No, it’s not your pair of pet Cavalier King Charles
spaniels…or corgis. This is the prestigious London-based
publisher of high quality illustrated books on art,
photography, fashion, film, music, design, history and
popular culture. And in a coup for Newstead’s Lucy Mora,
the company has commissioned her to illustrate a book.
With a deadline of May 2021, Lucy is currently working on
providing all the watercolour illustrations for Food Garden,
a handbook looking at all aspects of home gardening –
from growing to pickling and preserving.
This commission draws not only on her artistic skills, but
also her passion for gardening. Lucy has indulged that
passion by hosting an ‘Open Garden’ in 2020, and the
jams and pickles she makes from her garden produce,
have been the best sellers at her Mud Room outlet in Lyon
Street, over the last couple of years.
Lucy’s formal training was at art schools in Sydney and
London where she specialised in life drawing. With her arts
background Lucy has “…had lots of freelance work”,
including illustrating the Seed Heritage clothing label and
in 2005, the Merton Bleu Cookbook for Melbourne
Grammar School.
A more recent commission was an illustrated garden map
for inclusion in the publication Cranlana: The First 100
years (Published 2019), celebrating the garden, home and
lives of the Myer family, in Toorak.
Garden mapping is an artistic niche Lucy has ‘created’,
where a garden is illustrated in a topographical form…like
a map. To date she has ‘mapped’ some well-known
established and significant gardens. (Instagram tag: The
Garden Mapper).
Drawing on her artistic training,
Lucy has held many workshops
for schools in weaving and life
drawing, and now with her
passion for gardening and food,
she is planning workshops in
jams and pickling. Stay tuned.
Gordon Dowell 5476 2633

Lucy Mora's
illustrations
for Food
Garden book.
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Workshops for
The Intricate Art
of Bonsai
The first Saturday workshop I
held, saw four people come
along to learn about how to
care for Bonsai. Two ladies in
the morning session had no
idea on how to look after Bonsai, but after two hours they
both said they would be back for next month’s workshop.
The two ladies at the afternoon session had done a fourday course last year, and are keen to continue attending
each month.
The Bonsai workshops are held on the first Saturday of
each month. The cost is $10 per session, with all money
raised donated to Newstead Men’s Shed.
Workshop Venue: 6 Canrobert Street, Newstead.
Two Sessions: 10.00am – 12.00pm & 1.00pm - 3.00pm.
For more info phone Barry Lacey 0417 581 808

A 13 year old Black Pine Bonsai

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER in
Newstead on Friday 5th
March
The World Day of Prayer is a worldwide
movement of Christians of many traditions who come
together to observe a common day of prayer each year, and
who, in many countries, have a continuing relationship in
prayer and service.
It is a movement initiated and carried out by women in more
than 170 countries and regions.
It is a movement symbolized by an annual day of celebration
– the first Friday of March – to which all people are welcome.
It is a movement which brings together people of various
races, cultures and traditions in closer fellowship,
understanding and action throughout the year.
This year the Newstead celebration will be held at St Anne’s
Catholic Church in Simpson Street on Friday 5th March at 10
am. We will be using prayers and readings put together by
the women of Vanuatu, one of our Pacific neighbours. The
theme is “Build on a strong foundation.”
Everyone is most welcome. We will have a shared morning
tea after the service.
Anne Perkins 0408 527 910
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Positive Attributes of the COVID-19
Pandemic
A strange perspective, but there
are some positives to be taken
from what we have learnt, and the
changes we have made in our
behaviours.
The most encouraging is the lack
of a Flu epidemic last year. This
was because we have been
encouraged to improve our
approaches to self-hygiene and
respect of our impact on others.
Wendy Blanch
Because there has been a very
low incidence of flu in the community, this doesn’t mean
there won’t be a vaccination program. This will more than
likely be included during the second injection of the
COVID-19 vaccine.
Other attributes are, our learning of the effects of better
personal hygiene, how to wash our hands properly,
covering our faces when sneezing and coughing, just
generally being more mindful of our nearest and dearest,
and also our workmates, friends, and neighbours.
“Lucky” we may have been, but we have earned it, by, in
the main, being receptive to controls and conditions, that
in the short term may have been irksome. But after
coming fairly quickly out the other side virtually
unscathed, is something we all need to be congratulated
for.
BUT DON’T BECOME COMPLACENT, IT IS STILL OUT
THERE.
Keep safe and well.
Wendy Blanch - Sandon Integrated Health 0478 061 492
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Newstead RTC
Community Bus
No longer driving yourself, but still
want to stay fit and healthy?
Why just keep doing those daily walks? Same old routine
every day!
Why not think about swimming?
The Newstead Community Bus goes to Maryborough
every Wednesday. Once a week you could round up a
couple of friends and take the bus to the Maryborough
Sports and Leisure Centre indoor pool and have a swim
or just splash around for an hour or so. You could even
pick up a few things from the Maryborough shops. So fish
out the Speedos or the favourite floral cossie, and give
the Newstead RTC a ring.
The Newstead Community Bus can pick you up from your
front gate between 9.30 am and 10.00 am each
Wednesday and deliver you to the popular indoor pool by
about 10.20am. You and your friends can stay there and
enjoy swimming until about 12 noon, or we can come
back to get you earlier if you want to do a bit of shopping
while over there. Sometimes we could even stay longer if
you want to.
The cost of the bus is only $5.00 return, and entry to the
pool is $5.50, or $4.50 concession.
So how about that? No driving hassles, a great way to
stay physically and mentally fit, and a good way to have
some fun as well for only around $10.00.
Call the RTC on ph.5476 2360 to book some seats.
The Community Bus and the Maryborough Sports and
Leisure Centre both observe strict COVIDSafe
precautions.
So come along, jump on board, and we’ll look after you.
Garry Wallin 0477 921 225.

Newstead RTC Community Bus

Italian Class
If anyone is interested in joining a beginner’s class for
learning the Italian language, please give me a call. Or, if
you have some knowledge of Italian, you would be most
welcome to come along.
Jeni Credentino, 0402 244 841.
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Community Grants Program
The Newstead Rural Transaction Centre Grants Program will be operating in March 2021.
Grant Amount - Up to $1,000 (There will be $3,000 in Grant monies made available)
Eligibility : 1. Not for profit organisations / groups.
2. Current Newstead Bendigo Bank account holders.
3. Must service Newstead and District residents.
4. Groups that received a Grant in the past two years are ineligible.
5. Not available to political, gambling or racially based groups.
To Apply : Write a letter Newstead RTC Grants, 45 Lyons St. Newstead. 3462
or send an email (info@newsteadrtc.org ) with the subject as GRANTS to the Newstead RTC Committee.
Include the following information in your application:

•
•
•
•
•

Amount required.
What the money will be used for, including a description of the project.
How it will benefit Newstead and District residents.
Include Bendigo Bank Account details (Acc name, BSB & Acc Number).
Include Contact details of the person applying on behalf of the Organisation/Group.

Closing Date : Wednesday 31st March 2021
Reporting Back : Recipients of our Grants will need to report back to the RTC within 6 months of receiving the grant,
to show (with copies of receipts) how the money was used. Also photo evidence would be appreciated.
Applications will be considered and grant money allocated at the April Monthly Meeting and applicants will be notified
accordingly.
Sue Culvenor, President RTC Committee, 0409 323 844

Newstead Bowls Club
We start with a congratulations to Billy Burnett and his win
in the shoot-out against Rod Jackson for club champion.
This is his 14th club championship and he well deserves
the title.
Our season took a bit of a downturn in our final two games.
We went down to both Highland and then Avoca Gold. This
took the wind out of our sails as, by one single point, we ended up being
tipped out of our cosy second position that we had held all season to third.
This took us to a sudden death game against Maldon to stay in the finals
race. That final was played on neutral ground at Dunolly and we came out
winners on all three greens (score 80-48). We were very happy campers.
Now we would have had to play Avoca Red, who went down to Talbot (score
77-46) in the other semi-final, but that became day one of the snap “stage-4lockdown”. Victoria closed down - Lawn Bowls is not considered an essential
Billy and Rod—Championship Game
service! The COVID gods willing, the game will be played on the Saturday
20th February.
Our annual 5-A-Side tournament will be held on the Sunday of the Labour Day weekend. At the time of writing we have
some 14 teams entered. Many thanks to Bendigo Bank for their continued support over the years and looking forward
to their support this year too. It is a fun day for players from all over to get together and enjoy themselves. Fingers
crossed for good weather and no lockdowns.
If you are new to town or just want to try bowls, then come on down and join our Thursday practice at around
5:00pm for a
hello, a bowl
and a liquid.
No experience
needed.
Graeme
Lipback
0400 931 347
Stuart Cochrane—Rolling In Semi Final

Peter Tangey—Semi Final
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Newstead Spinners Inc.
We wish all our members and friends
and the community a happy 2021…
and may it be a better one than 2020!
We held our Annual General Meeting
for 2020 (yes…a year late) on
Tuesday 26th January, Australia Day.
This was well attended with 23
members and a most enjoyable day was had. It was
wonderful to catch up with everyone, pool ideas and talk
about our projects, as we were unable to meet last year
due to Covid19.
At our AGM we elected a new Committee. Outgoing
President Jeanette Ballinger thanked our previous
Committee and all other members for their contributions
to our group.
We welcomed in our new President Sally Weis, Secretary
Anja Tuseck and Treasurer Maritsa Gronda. I am sure
they will bring new ideas to our group and will do a
fabulous job. It was decided that due to the increase in
membership and the need to maintain a Covid-safe
distance, we have outgrown the back meeting room
adjacent to the kitchen and we now meet in the
Mechanics Hall. This gives everyone more space to
spread out while still being able to interact with the group
as a whole.
While tidying up our storage and equipment, it was
decided to put up various items of stock for sale by the
group, including spinning wheels, carders, an inkle loom,
warping boards, weaving sticks, etc. These have been
given to us over time and members will have first choice.
More on that next time.
Our first gathering in March will be on Tuesday 9th when
we will hold the AGM for 2021 and we will be continuing
to meet every second Tuesday thereafter from 10.00am
to 3.00pm. We welcome new members so come along,
check us out and join our group.
Sally Weis (President) 0400 922 027 Anja Tuseck
(Secretary) 0407 806 004
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New Minister for Maldon and
Newstead Anglican Churches
It was nearing the end of December and our bags were
packed. We had already moved out of our home in inner
city Sydney and were staying with family until we could
move to our new home in Maldon. And then, 2020 struck
one last time! Sydney was designated a red zone and we
found out we would not be permitted to enter into Victoria
without quarantining. We couldn’t believe it!
My name is Reverend Darcy Vaughan and I am the new
Anglican minister for Maldon and Newstead. My wife is
Philippa and we have two daughters, Frances and Violet.
I was previously an Anglican minister in the Sydney
suburb of Glebe, where I ministered to those living in
public housing and sleeping rough. But for many years
my wife and I have wanted to move out of the city, and so
we were very excited when the opportunity to come to
Maldon and Newstead came up.
After the initial shock of the border closure we went to
stay with family in country New South Wales. When
Daniel Andrews made the announcement in mid-January
that we could cross the border, we threw our bags in the
car and drove through the night to get here. It was an
exciting end to a big year!
And so, we are very pleased to finally be here. Since our
arrival we have been busy unpacking as well as meeting
people and exploring this wonderful part of the world. We
were excited to be here for the history, the strong sense
of community and the beautiful country.
We were also particularly excited to see the beautiful
community garden attached to the church in Newstead. I
became an Anglican minister because I believe that the
church has good news to share and can be good news for
the community, as it loves and serves its neighbours. I
look forward to getting to know more of your special
community.
The Maldon Newstead parish is especially grateful for the
long service of Father Des, who led the congregations for
many years, including through the challenges of 2020.
We will be holding a simple prayer service during Lent at
All Saints Newstead at 10:30 each Wednesday.
Please check our Facebook page for more Easter service
details. And please come along. You are very welcome
and I would love to meet you.
Rev. Darcy Vaughan
Anglican Parishes of Maldon and Inglewood

Darcy Vaughan and family
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A short sharp lockdown?
Unfolding Breath is a stunning reveal of ideas made real. This intriguing
exhibition by artists Pamela Isaacs and Judith Warnest opened on 6 Feb
but was hit by the lockdown. Fingers-crossed, by the time you are reading
this, our doors will be open again in time for you to drop in and enjoy this
stunning exhibition.
Workshops on creative writing, cyanotype printing and scraperboards are running in late Feb, COVID-willing. All have
been well subscribed.
March – a creative frenzy
March kicks off with ‘Cut N’ Paste’ an exhibition of works in montage and collage by ten well-known local artists. Opens
Sat 6 March 12-4pm, open every weekend including Labour Day Mon 8 March, closing Sun 28 March.
Newstead Open Studios art trail, a part of Castlemaine Arts Festival, will be in and around Newstead over two
weekends: March 20-21 and 27-28, 10-5pm. This year 13 studios/venues will be open, featuring 21 artists. Three artists
– Prue McAdam, Richard Sullivan and Andy Kimpton – will be showing work in the Arts Hub’s workshop room and
outside the Hub in the garden and platform areas. For more: follow Newstead Open Studios on Facebook, Instagram or
go to newsteadopenstudios.org
Workshops in March-April
• Creating Gel Plate Prints workshop: Sun 14 March: Penny Peckham, local printmaker and participant in Cut N’
Paste, will explore how to use plant materials, cut paper stencils and found objects to create beautiful prints using
gel-plates.
• Pen to Paper: three-week creative writing
workshop for women: Tuesday mornings - 27
April, 4 & 11 May. Get started, find your unique
writer’s voice and build a writing practice that will
get you on the writer’s path. Lead by local author
Hannah Collins.
• Lampshade Workshop with Annie: Sun 25
April. Recycle some fabric you love into a
lampshade: learn how with Annie Giffard.
Platform Pieces
Newstead Arts Hub is excited to present Platform
Pieces, a series of events for the whole Newstead
community designed to bring new life into the unused
train platform that sits outside the Hub’s gallery walls. March Cut’N’Paste Exhibition Image : Untitled: Penny Peckham
Each event will look to engage with different
elements of the local township, each a piece of the puzzle that is the ‘Newsteadian’ culture. On offer will be a selection
of local musicians and storytellers, performances and interactive workshops: opportunities to get together for young, old
and everyone in between.
Platform Pieces will be for the community and by the community. Want to be part of it? Send us your ideas or an offer to
perform to: info@newsteadartshub.org. We’d love to hear about what you want to offer: a play, a projection piece, a
poem, stories, songs.
Each event in the series will be structured around activities you want to engage with, partnering with either individuals or
community groups.
Up first in March will be a movie night and sausage sizzle suited for the whole family. Check back with us regularly to
stay up to date on what’s happening at the Hub: go to Newstead Arts Hub Instagram, Facebook and
newsteadartshub.org Prue McAdam, 0428 391 707

Newstead CFA Community
Market on again in
March?
At this stage we hope to hold the first
market for 2021 in March, but this will
obviously be dependent on the ever-changing COVID
situation. Please check out local notice boards and stay
tuned to local social media and the Newstead CFA
webpage for updates.
Anne Perkins 0408 527 910.

Biggest Morning Tea @
‘PLAISTOW’
The Cancer Council has recently
promoted Thursday 27th May as the day
for the Biggest Morning Tea this year.
Subject to being able to meet any COVID-19 conditions,
we plan to hold a morning tea in the gardens of
‘Plaistow’.
Lilian and Peter Skilbeck
5476 2450 & 0419 884 710

Do You Need a Justice of the Peace

Local Justices of the Peace are;
Alison Carson - 0438 394 811, Janet Hancy - 0431 698 525, Malcolm Fyffe - 0427 766 291
Also Signing Station: Tuesday 1pm - 3pm CHIRP 13 Mostyn St Castlemaine.
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Newstead Men’s Shed
As we write this, our Shed has been closed again due to DHHS lock downs. These events
are very frustrating to Shed members who look forward to being at their Shed every week to
catch up on everybody’s news with a chat and a cuppa. We miss also working on projects
for our community or for local customers who have indeed been giving us some interesting
things to make in recent times.
The first of fourteen picnic tables have been finished and placed around various Mt
Alexander Shire locations and we were about to start on
the second batch before we were locked down again. We
take great pride and satisfaction working with the Shire to
assist them improve things in our community. The design
of the this batch of tables is being modified to be
wheelchair friendly.
But life at the Shed is not just about making things. Our
members love to do many other activities, such as playing
pool or darts or checking out a thriller from our little library
to read. However, most of all, it is about meeting your
“Shed Mates” each week and telling tall tales while
enjoying a cuppa and cake. We look forward too, to our
monthly meeting which is always followed by a members’

Shed crew at one of the Picnic Tables in Castlemaine.
sausage sizzle and burgers.
The Newstead Men’s Shed’s focus is always on men’s
health and well-being which is particularly important in our
new COVID-19 environment. We are currently planning a
Men’s Health and Well Being Event in Newstead and,
hopefully, we get to hold it in April this year, since it was
postponed from 2020 due to last year’s restrictions.
We are always looking for new members to join our shed
Two regulars at the pool table.
and are keen to expand our opening times to suit what
potential new members might be interested in. For example, when lock down is over, we will be commencing Friday
evening pool nights and anyone interested can drop in to see what we get up to.
If you have an interest in becoming a member check out our Facebook page “Newstead Men’s Shed” to see what we
get up to and, more importantly, participate in our survey to be posted to the page shortly looking for feedback on what
new members would like to see and be involved with at the Newstead Men’s Shed.
Graeme Lees, Secretary, 0418 723 196

Your RTC is looking for volunteers!

NEWSTEAD RTC OP
SHOP

DO YOU HAVE A SPARE 4 HOURS?
Either weekly or fortnightly.
To help out with the operating hours of the RTC.
Call 5476 2360 for more information.

BARGAIN TUESDAY
Come into the Op Shop on a Tuesday
and grab a bargain
at 45 Lyons Street, Newstead.
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Newstead Live Picnic Concert
Newstead Live hosted a Picnic Concert at the
Newstead Community Centre in lieu of the usual
four-day festival. The audience was seated at
socially distanced tables adorned with cheerful
tablecloths. Many had pre-ordered picnic hampers
which were delivered to them at their tables.
MC for the day was Ian Bland who provided a change of pace reading
his own poetry between musical acts.
The day opened with singer-songwriter Skyscraper Stan, a local
favourite, who did not disappoint. Then came local girl Mon Coeur,
who told the audience that the last time she was on that stage was for
her Grade 6 graduation.
Kelly Skinner & performers
Cat & Clint showed off their bluegrass skills and the day finished with
one of the festival’s favourites Enda Kenny, ably accompanied by Greg Hunt on mandolin and fiddle.
There were lots of thank-yous at the end of the day – from audience members happy to be at a live music gig and from
the artists, glad to be performing again.
The day was supported by the Newstead Cricket Club, who arranged for the collection of equipment, the Newstead
Football Netball Club, who ran the bar, Rick’s Coffee Van and a small team of volunteers. My heartfelt thanks to all of
them.
Thanks also to Dig and New Boots
for preparing the picnic hampers,
and to the Country Store for
providing sandwiches and wraps. It
was a great effort on their part and
greatly appreciated by everyone who
pre-ordered food.
We are planning to hold a similar
event in July, something to warm the
cockles of your heart, so watch this
space!
Kelly Skinner, Festival Director
Enda and Greg

Farewell to Community Bank’s Executive Officer
After eight years in the role, Executive Officer Karly Smith is bidding farewell to the Maldon &
District Community Bank. She has resigned to take up a new role as the Grants Program
Manager for Victoria at the Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal (FRRR).
“I am really excited by the opportunity to join FRRR, and continue working in community
strengthening and capacity building endeavours,” said Karly.
FRRR is a national not-for-profit organisation based in Bendigo. It provides funding and capacity building support to
rural, regional and remote communities around Australia, creating grants and also connecting funding from government,
business and philanthropy to address local needs and projects.
Although sad about leaving the Community Bank, Karly notes that her departure creates the opportunity for someone to
step into the Executive Officer (EO) role; bringing new ideas and ways of doing things, to grow the organisation even
further.
“Thank you to all of the marvellous staff at our branches in Newstead, Maldon and Dunolly,
the company directors, and the wider community. It’s been a wonderful job, and I have loved
playing a part in contributing to the communities in this region,” Karly said.
According to Board Chair Ross Egleton, “Karly has been a catalyst to why our small
company achieves great impact in our local community. She has been an integral part of our
company, strengthening our operations and generating impactful work in the community. The
EO role is vital to the efficient functioning of our board and community activities, particularly
granting and partnerships.”
“Karly will leave a strong legacy as a friendly, professional and efficient member of our team,
with an ongoing improvement approach. Although we will miss her great skills, the board and
staff are delighted that she will be tackling fresh challenges in her new role in a national
organisation - FRRR,” said Ross.
Karly will formally step down as Executive Officer at the end of February, and will remain as
a Board director until the company’s AGM in October 2021.
Maldon & District Community Bank
Karly Smith
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Janet Trudgeon – Local Legend
It was just a case of happenstance.
Young Janet Stirling was spending the September school
holiday with her parents at their new home, a small farm at
Elphinstone. Before she returned to her teaching job at
Tarwin Lower, Janet perused the Victoria Education
Gazette, the ‘bible’ for all sorts of announcements about
appointments and promotions within the Education
Department. The year, 1960.
A position at Newstead State School caught her eye and
Janet, encouraged by her father, successfully applied for it
and began at the school at the start of the academic year in
February 1961. So, it came to pass. Janet Stirling had
arrived in Newstead. She secured board and lodging with
local identity Elsie Barkla and her family.
Back then, Newstead was a two-teacher school with 60
pupils. Janet was in charge of Beginners, Grades 1 and 2
Janet with Frank Shevlin
and Headteacher Frank Shevlin taught Grades 3,4,5 and 6.
Two years later Janet transferred to teach at Kyneton, but changes were afoot. Romance was in the air. Local manabout-town Jim Trudgeon had come a-courting and the couple married. In that era, bureaucratic misogyny ordained
that married women teachers lost their position on the teacher roll. Janet resigned and assumed a life of domestic
duties in Newstead. But her skills were not lost and she took up emergency teaching around the district, not only locally
but also including Strathlea and Campbelltown schools, amongst others.
Family commitments permitting, Janet then quickly entered a life of community involvement…a huge commitment,
which over the years has been to the great benefit of Newstead. Despite describing herself as being “…very shy” Janet
was quickly appointed office bearer roles in several organisations… on the basis of “You’re a teacher…you can do it.”
Her membership of, or involvement with local community groups over the years is impressive. The CWA, Fire Brigade
auxiliary, youth clubs, football and tennis clubs, swimming pool, Uniting Church, Girl Guides, school council, school
mothers’ club and hall committee amongst many others, have all benefited from Janet’s input…and let’s not forget the
NEWSTEAD ECHO.
Such community service has been appropriately acknowledged. In 2006 Janet was awarded Mount Alexander Citizen
of the Year and she has also received a Victorian Life Membership from the CWA. Likewise, she received a life
membership from the Newstead Historical Society where she has been the treasurer, since the group’s inception.
From her peripatetic childhood where she attended six different primary schools, Janet Trudgeon nee Stirling’s
abundant life’s journey has found her very settled in Newstead for many years. After 60 years, she is still a constant
contributor to the community and I suspect, she’s not going anywhere.
Gordon Dowell 5476 2633

‘Time Team’ (of one) Discovers Plenty at Cemetery
Newstead Cemetery established in 1859, has once again revealed itself as a fascinating place of history, but not all of it
is documented. In the interests of history, the Cemetery Trust secured a grant from the Victorian Health Department, for
a ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey, to look for any unmarked graves.
Dave Hunter from Hunter Geophysics a Melbourne-based GPR specialist, recently undertook the survey and has
returned to the site a number of times, for further ground examinations.
The section of the cemetery purposefully surveyed was the ‘unspoken of’
Suicide Section. It revealed the potential of approximately 52 unmarked
grave sites. Sadly, most of these burials sites are typically
undocumented, and as was the custom and prevailing religious stigma,
were also left unmarked.
The graves have not followed neat rows or patterns, as is typical for those
in the denomination sections of the cemetery, but give the appearance of
burials conducted in ‘haste’. The unmarked plots vary from child size to
adult.
This is a lonely section of the well-kept and attractive rural
cemetery. Recently a natural stone monument with a simple plaque was
installed, reminding us that they may have found peace. The section also
features a well-established solitary and healthy oak tree on the corner of
Cemetery and Plunkets Roads.
Dan Hunter conducts GPR survey at Newstead
The oak has not grown from some random acorn carelessly cast aside,
Cemetery Photo: Christopher Simmins
but was deliberately planted as an ancient steadfast symbol; a
remembrance of those souls who have endured great suffering and intolerable endurance.
Dave Hunter recently returned to the cemetery and has marked those grave sites with small cement tiles, while the
search for other possible grave sites continues.
Christopher Simmins 5476 2310
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Cr Matt Driscoll,
Loddon River Ward
As you know it’s been a bit of a
rollercoaster with COVID-19, and we
needed to temporarily close the Civic
Centre to the public in February
following the Victorian Government
circuit breaker announcement. This
also meant we were not able to
welcome people back to our February
Council Meeting, which was disappointing. Council
meetings are livestreamed via YouTube, so you are
always able to watch proceedings online. We have seen
over the last 12 months that things can change rapidly
with the pandemic, so stay up to date with Council’s
activities on the website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au
or if you’re on Facebook I encourage you to like and
follow @MountAlexanderShire.
Our Community and Get Lost grants programs have
recently closed, but our events grants are open until
Monday 8th March. Newstead is renowned for its
community spirit and these grants are a fantastic boost for
local projects and events. If you are interested, then
please visit the Grants page on Council’s website or call
the Venue and Events Team on 5471 1700. They can
also help to understand how to ensure your event meets
the COVIDSafe requirements.
We have had some mixed weather over summer but it
was great to see the local swimming pool being well used
on those hot days. Just a reminder that the pool closes for
the season at the end of the upcoming March long
weekend, so make the most of it while you can!
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday
of each month between 10.00am and 12.00pm (Covid
restrictions allowing) but don’t forget that you can contact
me to champion any issue re Council or have a chat via
my email: loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or my
mobile 0437 108 458.
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any
time
via
the
home
page
on
our
website
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au.
Matthew Driscoll 0437 108 458

Newstead Golf
Club Croquet
Club
With
an
increase
in
membership our Club is
getting back on its feet. The grounds are looking good
and as you pass you may notice the newly painted front
gates and fence.
All the new members are enjoying learning the many
rules and tactics associated with playing Golf Croquet.
As you may have noticed by the back page of the Echo
we have changed our playing day to Monday at 9.30 am
for a 10.00 am start.
Kerry Hansford 54762315

Newstead Landcare Group
A walk in the Rise and Shine. It’s been our custom for
many years to start our year with a barbecue in the
Rotunda Park. As we won’t have presentations for a while
due to COVID, we decided to start this year with an
evening walk in the beautiful Rise and Shine Nature
Conservation Reserve followed by a picnic dinner. For
those not familiar with the Rise and Shine, it is a unique
mosaic of vegetation types and a bird hotspot – one of
BirdLife Australia’s Key Biodiversity Areas. Newstead
Landcare Group has been involved with its protection for
over fifteen years. For those curious about Newstead
Landcare, it will be a great opportunity to meet our friendly
members and learn about what we do.
The walk will be on Saturday 13th March starting at
5.00pm at the picnic area at the end of Ramsey’s lane in
Clydesdale. To get there, head south on the NewsteadHepburn Road towards Hepburn. Ramsey’s Lane is on
the right, about 2.5km past the old level crossing at the
turnoff at Strangways. The picnic area, and start of the
walk, is about a kilometre up the lane. The 3km walk is
fairly level but has a rough surface in places and a few
fallen trees need to be skirted. Bring something to eat, to
drink and your own utensils for the picnic. All are welcome
to come along.
As there may be limits on participant numbers due to
COVID, if you’d like to come please RSVP to David Tuck
by email to clydesdalehome@fastmail.com.au or by
phone on 0473 620 045.
Patrick Kavanagh 0437 663 345
Frances Cincotta 5476 2691

Yellow-footed Antechinus in the Rise and Shine"
by Patrick Kavanagh

1946-2021 Rainfall
As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

January 2021
2021

Average

Highest 2011

Lowest 1961,
1998, 2009, 2013

101.6mm

35 mm

191.6 mm

0 mm

396 pts
134 pts
747 pts
0 pts
February 2021 Rainfall up to 24th, 13.6 mms, 56 pts
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Safer Drivers: Community Bank Learner Driver Course
The Maldon & District Community Bank is delighted to see the return of its popular driver training course over
the summer holidays, following the lifting of COVID-19 restrictions.
The latest graduates include locals Amy Lamport and Nathaniel Codognotto, along with Uma Dingemans
from Chewton. The trio participated in the five-day course in January, delivered by experienced instructor
Gary Clarke. These learner drivers, as well as their parents and carers, are big fans of the course.
“It was good to learn driving skills from someone other than mum or dad, particularly any new road rules. Gary was great giving us an insight
into a licence tester’s mind,” said 17-year old Nathaniel.

Miriam Codognotto, Nathaniel’s mother, also spoke highly of the course.
“We’re grateful of the opportunity for Nathaniel to participate in the course. The instructor
shared his many years of experience and skills, particularly with parking and reversing skills that are difficult to master on the road in day to day driving. We’ve seen an increased
confidence in Nathaniel’s driving. He now even gives me driving instructions…when I get
the opportunity to drive my car!”

Amy’s experience mirrors Nathaniel’s, with the course increasing her confidence and
skills on the road.
“The course was absolutely fantastic, I enjoyed every moment and learnt many new things
from reverse parking to emergency stopping. Our instructor was very knowledgeable and
it was good to have two other learners completing the program with me.
I would recommend this course for all learner drivers who are looking to gain more driving
confidence and experience.”

Amy’s mother, Louise Lamport, noted the difference the course has made to her
daughter.
“As a parent, the program has many benefits; it has given Amy more confidence as well Nathaniel, Uma and Amy with instructor Gary
as a good driving foundation. She has been able to experience different aspects of driving
and has been shown how to drive safely using correct techniques, increasing her awareness and skills.”

Participants join the program with a range of experience. Some have only just gained their learners permit, whilst others have
completed many hours of driving. The courses are held during school holidays, providing exposure to a range of different
environments and traffic conditions, and can add up to 15 hours of supervised driving experience per participant.
The Maldon & District Community Bank subsidises the majority of the $900 per participant program costs. There is a charge to
participants of $150, however graduates receive a reward of a $50 bank account with the Maldon & District Community Bank at the
completion of their course.
Contact the Newstead Bank Branch at the RTC (5476 2014) or the Maldon Branch at 81 High Street (5475 1747) to find out more
about the program or to register your interest. Or email: maldonmailbox@bendigoadelaide.com.au)
Karly Smith, Executive Officer, 0478 435 110
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Return of NADAH
With the current high activity level in
social housing, aging-in-place and the
mini building boom in Newstead, a
group of locals see that affordable
housing is running away from a
significant section of our local
community.
So, we have re-activated Newstead
And
District
Affordable Housing
(NADAH) to have a closer look at the whole situation.
NADAH will also be a touch point for Newstead’s place at
the table and in the whole conversation, as it affects our
village.
Anecdotally, the town has a relatively high number of
older single person occupancies, often in large houses.
While many of these folk are well off, due to house
ownership and superannuation over the years, there
seems to be a sizable group of aging people whose rural
working life has been in a gig economy (informal pick-up
work) or low superannuation, women especially.
It is not by any means a simple situation, and it will not be
a quick fix, but we residents need to be aware of what is
happening, whether there is indeed a problem and
indeed, a local solution. Nemo (me) is the touch point at
the moment, acting I guess, as a crash test dummy as I
tick all the boxes. So please contact me about anything at
all to do with housing.
Email is best because of download capability. Email:
captn.nemo.john@gmail.com or phone 0447 766 009.
Some words to ponder:
We are the aortas (as in “aorta to do this or that”): G L
Nieman.
There is always a well-known solution to every human
problem - neat, plausible and wrong: H L Mencken
Eighty percent of success is just turning up: A S
Konigsberg aka Woody Allen
John Nieman 0447 766 009
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Newstead CFA 2020
Statistics
2020 was a slightly quieter year than average
for the Newstead and District Fire Brigade. We
had a total of 29 callouts during the year,
compared to the average of about 35. Below are the
different kinds of incidents that we responded to. Grass and
scrub fires are the most common, followed by “stop on call”
incidents, which means that we get paged to an incident and
the trucks turn out, but before we reach the incident, we get a
radio message that we are not required.
Incidents were: Grass and scrub fire, 10; Stop on call, 9;
Strike team (when we get sent to large fires in other districts)
3; Structure fire, 2; False alarm, 2; Motor vehicle accident, 1;
Hazardous chemical incident, 1; and Non-structure fire (e.g.
a bin fire).
We have twenty five active firefighters, out of which we
typically have ten members responding to each incident,
which means that we usually have enough crew for all four
appliances. On average, tanker 1 got out the door in about
six minutes and tanker 2 about three minutes later, followed
by the support vehicle in another three minutes and the Big
Fill in another four minutes. These are excellent response
times for a rural brigade.
Looking at how brigade members spent their time in 2020,
we clocked up 924 hours of active response fighting fires and
attending incidents as well as 889 hours of non-response
activities such as attending training, community education
and voluntary activities such as running the Newstead
Community Market. 2020 was the first time since we’ve been
keeping these records that the fire-fighting hours were
greater than the non-response hours. This is mainly due to
the COVID lockdown putting an end to training and other non
-essential activities. It’s also because our response hours
were quite high because several of our members spent days
away on strike teams at fires in East Gippsland and around
Myrtleford.
Anne Perkins Publicity Officer 0408 527 910

Enjoy Reading?
Are you interested in joining a book
group? The Newstead Book Group
has been running for several years,
but unfortunately it has been
interrupted by COVID. During this
COVID restrictions period, individually
we’ve been reading even more than
usual, but have been unable to share
our thoughts on what we’ve read.
Now
with
removal
of
some
restrictions, we are looking to reconvene, and we’d be
delighted to welcome new members.
In the past we met monthly, taking it in turns to be the
host and to choose the book for the month. However, we
are flexible on how we operate and are open to fresh
ideas.
If you’re interested in joining us, or just want to know
more, please call Steve.
Steve Foskey 0401 107 857

Hilton Hazeltine, pump operator for Tanker 2 at
training in the Muckleford forest

Carina Gigliotti at training in the Muckleford forest.
Photographer: Chris Simmins
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Newstead Primary
School
The 2021 school year has
started with many new faces
in our Prep/1 room. We are
very excited to have 13 new
preps and a number of other enrolments in the upper
years.
We are looking forward to a busy year with students
getting back to a ‘normal’ school routine filled with camps,
excursions and events. After our short stint in lockdown,
we are also ready for any COVID disruptions in the future
with all classes back up on the digital Google Classroom
platform if needed.
We have three main focuses for this year with a strong
emphasis on student wellbeing, literacy & numeracy skills
and re-engaging as a community.
Kathy Callander 5476 2226
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In the Garden
The weather’s been brilliant for
the garden. We harvested some
Gravenstein apples after the
February committee meeting.
Following on from problems with contaminated soil from
external sources, the decision was made that only certified
organic and biodynamic soil is to be brought into the garden.
Two manure runs are planned for this month. The first had to
be postponed due to the five-day Covid lockdown. The
second should go ahead as planned. If there are any skilled
trailer reversers available, then let us know. Manure runs are
usually around 9.30am and can take a few hours.
We will be having a compost making workshop and gettogether on Labour Day, Monday 8th March, which is also
International Womens’ Day. At the time of going to press,
details were still being worked out, but it is hoped that we will
also have a pizza-making activity as part of the day and
possibly a guest speaker. The compost making workshop
will be available to non-members of the garden at $5 each.
Last month we celebrated ten years of the Newstead
Community Garden. Janet Barker was thanked for her work
in co-founding and maintaining the inclusive, participationfocused community resource with a life membership.
Lots of new things in the works for the garden, including our
participation in the regional community garden initiative, and
chooks will be coming to the garden. More news about these
initiatives in upcoming issues of the Echo. Happy Gardening!
Stephen McMahon 0449 528 634

2021 New Faces in our Prep/1 Room.

Dusk With A Heron

White-necked Heron, South German Track,
7th February 2021]

Newstead community gardeners sharing the bounty in
terms of juicy apples.

Visits to a series of small bush dams often form part of my regular visits to
the Mia Mia.
It is common for me to see either a White-faced Heron or White-necked
Heron on my arrival at these spots; in some cases both species are
present. Typically they will depart for a quieter option nearby.
Yesterday afternoon, on South German Track, as I set myself up in search
of bush birds, I noticed a motionless, White-necked Heron observing me
from the far side of the dam. It must have been feeding amongst the rushes
when I arrived and I suspect the dining was so good that it was prepared to
tolerate my presence. After ten minutes or so it resumed hunting, snaring a
yabbie at a strike rate of better than 50%.
Then a Wedge-tailed Eagle appeared overhead, perhaps 100 metres up.
The heron had been occasionally casting its eyes skyward and it was
obvious why. The arrival of the raptor made the heron extremely nervous,
to the point that it flew a couple of tight circles over me and then landed
close-by to perch in a dead tree overhanging the water. By this stage it had
become quite accustomed to me and happily preened for a time before
descending again to chase yabbies.
Geoff Park 0418 138 632 Natural Newstead geoffpark.wordpress.com
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Off with Her Hair!!
Dani Kent, our Secretary, is
embarking on a challenge to raise
money for cancer research.
At 3.00pm on March 6th at the
Harcourt Applefest Dani will lose her
beautiful hair.
If she has raised $500 by then, she will be completely
bald; less than that, she keeps two inches of hair.
For further details contact Dani 0413 478 335
dkent1980@gmail.com

Dani’s long locks.
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Renewable Newstead
Making Strides
Toward Sustainable
Future
As
summer
marches
on,
Renewable Newstead is making
steady progress on our quest to
build a solar farm. Together with the Victorian Government
and members of the local community, the team is working
hard to bring the project to fruition. Renewable Newstead
has three key matters to report this month. They are:
1. We continue to await a decision by the Planning Minister
on our planning permit application for our proposed solar
farm near Newstead.
2. Renewable Newstead has contracted a company to
begin grid connection studies to ensure that any energy our
proposed solar farm generates can be fed safely and
smoothly into the electricity grid.
3. Our new Project Co-ordinator, Phoebe Snep, has been
appointed.
As we reported last month, the project is awaiting news in
regards to our submitted planning permit. While all signs
point to an approval being imminent, the team has not yet
heard news of the minister’s decision. While we continue to
chip away at the task ahead, the conditions that will be
outlined in the release of this decision are integral to
cementing any decisions surrounding who we work with and
the timeline of the project.
While we await announcement of the outcome of our
planning permit application, the team has continued working
on keeping the project on track. Renewable Newstead has
begun taking the next steps toward ensuring the solar field’s
efficacy by engaging an external contractor to begin a
connection study. This will contribute to milestones we must
meet as part of our grant agreement with the Victorian
Government, and will determine the impact of the field’s
energy output on existing power lines and distribution
capacity, and is a necessary step before any construction
may proceed.
Finally, to assist with
all of the upcoming
work required to
keep the project
ticking
along,
Renewable
Newstead
have
engaged
Phoebe
Snep to come on
board as Project
Coordinator. Phoebe
is a born and bred
local, hailing from
just down the road at
Welshmans
Reef
Phoebe Snep
Vineyard. She has
spent the last eight years predominantly in Melbourne
studying and working. A Master’s degree in International
Relations saw her move campus from Melbourne to
Shanghai for a year, after which she returned home to
sunny Central Victoria. Phoebe has a background in
operations and administration, having worked in
Melbourne’s thriving events industry and non-profit sector.
Having followed this project closely since its inception in her
early high school years, she comes on board enthusiastic
about getting to the next stages of the project and seeing
the solar farm graduate from idea to installation.
Phoebe Snep

March
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100 Years Ago
March 2 1921
The site, on which the Soldiers War Memorial will
shortly be erected is, at the present time, covered in
thistles. The committee desirous of clearing the site, has
organised a working bee for Saturday next, at 2 pm. A
good muster of workers for this work is confidently
expected.
One of the largest attendances of the public ever
witnessed in the district, was attracted to Yandoit Creek
on Saturday afternoon by a large auction sale held on
behalf of Mr N P Gervasoni, and the Estate of the late
Mrs C Gervasoni … The sale was conducted in a
thorough business manner, bidding was very keen, and
the total amount realized was over £4,000. A striking
feature was the presence of hundreds of vehicles, the
roadsides being lined with motor cars, numerous jinkers,
buggies, carts, and nondescript vehicles of many
classes. The land, comprising about 240 acres, and
including a growing vineyard of about seven acres, was
disposed of by Mr N P Gervasoni, at the satisfactory
price of £11/11/ per acre, as some of the hillside land is
of a very reefy and poor character. Amongst the many
good prices obtained were : Piano £110, horses from £18
for light breeds, up to £36/10/ for heavy breeds, milking
cows up to £15/10, two year old cattle up to £6/10/, a
brood sow £14/5/, young pigs £5/15/, hay rake £15,
separator £21, and two drays £13 and £10 respectively.
Several hundred gallons of wine were sold from 3/9 to 4/
per gallon, and one huge empty cask realised £8/15/.
The revenue received from goods traffic at the
Newstead Railway Station for January 1921, was over
£300 more than the amount received for the same period
last year. For the year ending 30th June 1920, 9447
passengers travelled from the station, and the sum of
£1265/2/7 was the amount received in fares. For outward
parcels £204/4/6 was paid, and horse and dog fares
amounted to £58/15/5. Goods traffic receipts totalled
£2,566/14, and the livestock revenue was £1,169/19/1.
The total outwards traffic revenue for the year was
£5,264/15/7.
The Glengower Estate Homestead
The Closer Settlement Board has decided to offer this
valuable homestead together with 3,096 acres, for sale
by public tender. The property is about 10 miles from
Clunes, and 5 miles from Newstead, and adjoins the
township of Campbelltown. The land is suitable for
grazing and mixed farming. The terms for sale are one
quarter cash, one quarter in 12 months, and the balance
in 5 years, payable in half-yearly instalments, with 5½ per
cent interest on the amount of principal outstanding.
Tenders close with the Secretary, Closer Settlement
Board, Melbourne, 15th Inst
This year the ravages of the codlin moth pest has been
more pronounced than in other years, and many large
growers who have sprayed several times state that the
quantity of affected fruit will be very large, and in some
cases this is attributed to the arsenal spray which is
used.
March 9 1921
The first day of March was celebrated by a heavy cloud

of smoke around the horizon, as this day being the
commencement of the period allowed for burning off
rubbish, etc, residents took advantage after the rain to
burn up surplus rubbish, weeds etc.
SHIRE OF NEWSTEAD AND MOUNT ALEXANDER
NOTICE TO MOTORISTS
OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that any motorist
travelling at an excessive rate through Newstead
streets, or allowing motor bikes to cause excessive noise,
will be prosecuted. This notice is final.
W RAINEY Prosecuting Officer
A large crowd attended the concert held in the
Newstead Mechanics’ Hall on Wednesday evening, in aid
of the Queen of Loddon Valley. Newstead folk can
always be relied on to support any movement for the
benefit of the sick and suffering. A number of those
present travelled many miles to hear Miss Ursula
Duncombe, a singer from Carisbrook, who has won much
fame during the past two years. Owing to some
misunderstanding Miss Duncombe was not present, and
when the chairman made the announcement the
audience was greatly disappointed. Prior to the
entertainment it was rumoured that Miss Duncombe was
not present, and that she had never been asked. If this
be true the public are entitled to an explanation, as the
concert was well advertised and tickets printed,
announcing that Miss Duncombe would sing.
March 23 1921
Newstead Football Club
Notice
e beg to inform you that a Meeting of Players and
Supporters of the Newstead Football Club will be
held in the local Mechanics’ Institute, on Thursday
(tomorrow) March 24th, at 8 o’clock sharp.
As our prospects for the coming season are very
promising, and many important matters of interest to the
club will be discussed, we should esteem it a favor if you
would kindly attend the meeting .
F W ELLIS, President V G WILSON, Secretary.
A party of ladies, driven by Master Robert
McElhenney, had a sensational and stirring experience
while returning to Guildford on Friday night from the
Tarilta social. Everyone was as happy as the proverbial
wedding bell, as the lucky winner of the ladies prize Mrs
P Delmenico, was on board the vehicle, also Mrs Dave
Mc Ellhenney, the genial wife of the village butcher, when
one of the wheels of the vehicle suddenly collapsed and
the affrighted mass of feminality was deposited on to the
roadway, accompanied by a shrill chorus of shrieks. The
horse took things very quietly, and, when ’Bobby’ had
disentangled himself from the mixed assortment of ladies,
he found that, with the exception of the injured wheel, no
great damage had been done to the passengers, vehicle,
or horse.
In response to an appeal made on behalf of the
starving children of Europe the pupils of the Newstead
State School have collected £4/4/. The collectors were
Gertie Downing, Frank Bond and Eddie Pollock.

N
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Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society

Local Activities - March 2021
Arts Hub , ‘Cut N’ Paste’ exhibition Every weekend Sat 6th til Sun 28th March.12-4pm
For further info see page 6 Prue 0428 391 707
Wed

3

CWA Meeting NCC 10am

Janet 5476 2437

Fri

5

World Day Prayer S Anne’s Catholic Church 10am

Anne 0408 527 910

Sun

7

Vocal noNosh popup singing NCC 5.15pm

Fay 0447 576 642

Tue

9

Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Sat

13 Landcare Walk / Picnic Rise and Shine 5pm

Mon

15 ECHO Deadline

Tue

23 Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

David 0473 620 045

Sally 0400 922 027

Newstead Open Studios art trail weekends: March 20-21, 27-28, 10-5pm (see page 6)
Sun

28 Repair Cafe Castlemaine Community House

Chris 5470 5508

Wed

31 RTC community Grants Closing Date

RTC 5476 2360

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Community Bus Regular Service
Hatha Yoga (not hols)
Golf Croquet
Scrapbooking
Tai Chi
Men’s Shed

Wednesdays - Maryborough
Thursdays - Castlemaine

RTC 5476 2360

Monday NCC 9.00am
Wednesday NCC 7 - 9.30pm
Monday Hilliers St 9.30am
First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Wendy 0490 064 084

Tuesday NCC 10am
Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm
Tuesday The Shed 8am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Sunday The Shed 8am –1pm

Marcus 0468 732 271
Graeme 0418 723 196

Community Lunch
Capoeira

Wednesday Mechanics Hall 12.30pm
Wednesday NCC 6.15pm - 7.45pm

Cr Matt Driscoll
Bowls

First Thursday RTC 10am - 12noon
Thursday Bowls 5pm

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

Kerry 5476 2315
Jen 5476 2436

Anthony 0490 055 918
Maikel 0490 176 218

Matt 0437 108 458
Graham 0400 931 347
RTC 5476 2360

Defibrillator Information & Access in Newstead
As at February 2021
NEWSTEAD BOWLING CLUB: 6 Hillier Rd., Newstead. Outside the building
Availability 24/7 Graham Lipback 0400 931 347
RURAL TRANSACTION CENTRE: 45 Lyons St., Newstead. Inside the Building
9.00am - 5.00pm Weekdays 5476 2360
After hours contacts Jen Lacey 0447 581 808, Alex Whitlock 0413 947 486
MEN’S SHED: 4 Lyons St., Newstead. In Office
Available Mon, Tues, Sun 9.00am - 12 noon or when open Graeme Lees 0418 723 196
NEWSTEAD FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB: Crn. Panmure and Canrobert St.s, Newstead
Mark Leckie 0427 779 786
NEWSTEAD POOL YMCA: Panmure St. Brodie Henderson 0422 697 486
Check board at pool
NEWSTEAD COMMUNITY POOL: All year round at the moment
At 16 Palmerston St., Newstead. Alex Whitlock 0413 947 486
For further information re district defibrillators contact Alex 0413 947 486

Newstead Echo
Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org If this is not
possible a paper copy can be left at the
RTC by 4pm on or before the published
deadline. Contact name and phone
number must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will not
be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean. Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Frances Wade, Gayle Wallin and
Jennifer Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made possible
by the Mount Alexander Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.
500 copies are distributed throughout
retail outlets in the Newstead district by
the first of each month, except January.
Website hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed unless
it is party political, of an objectionable
nature, space constraints or considered
commercial advertising. Anonymous
articles will not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed 400
words. The committee accepts no
responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If you
would like to be added to this list email
Janet on jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

Newstead Echo Online
www.newsteadecho.org
For new edition notification, add
your email address to the list
from the website email link,
CWA

Country Women’s Association

NAH

Newstead Arts Hub

NAS

Newstead Art Salon

NCC

Newstead Community Centre

NCG

Newstead Community Garden

NCL

Newstead Community Library

NDHS

New & District Historical Society

NPS

Newstead Primary School

NRR

Newstead Recreation Reserve

NRC+RR New. Racecourse Rec. Reserve
RTC

Rural Transaction Centre

