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Garden Links Grow
Newstead To Host Shire’s Community
Gardens Gathering

Newstead Community Gardeners: (back from left) Angella Cook, Julia Nutting, Heather
Collins, Pam Connell, Saide Gray, Julia Elkins and (front from left) Erica Bear, Grace
McCaughey, Annelies Chaplin, Shana Rowe with new Food Links Project Worker Deanna
Neville (seated right).
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Welcome Fady
“Of all the gin joints in all the towns in all the world, she walks into mine.”
Take that famous line by the Humphrey Bogart character,
Rick Blaine, in the classic film Casablanca re-jig it,
paraphrase it, give it a new life. It could look like this.
‘Of all the towns in all the countries in all the world, Fady
walks into Newstead’.
Meet Fady Youssef, the new and very well-travelled
Postmaster-Pharmacist for Newstead.
Do you remember that 1962 song first released by Lucky
Starr – ‘I’ve been everywhere’. That personifies Fady. There
is Germany, Netherlands, Hungary, Thailand, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, Oman and Australia all countries
that have featured in his travels. Also, let’s not forget the
country of his birth - Egypt.
From all those travel experiences, it was Australia which
impressed. Impressed enough for him to seek to make this
country his home.
Fady had ten years as a pharmacist in Egypt after
graduating from university in Cairo, with four years of
examinations to qualify for migration to Australia. He is
currently working on a Skilled Migrants Visa and has been
Fady Youssef, Newstead's new Postmaster and
two years in the country, starting in Newstead on 1st March.
Pharmacist Photo: Gail Leech
With yet more English examinations, Fady has finally
fulfilled the requirements to remain in this country.
Of Newstead, he is more than enthusiastic.
What impresses is the community spirit, the lifestyle and the influence of the arts. Fady sees the expression of this in
the through-put of parcels at the Post Office. Much of that is the online purchases by customers supporting their
hobbies and artistic endeavours.
According to Fady, his customers are also a considerate lot. Happy to wait when he is under pressure attending to
either the postal aspect of the business or that of the pharmacy.
There is nothing like operating in a community to enhance one’s language skills when English is not your lingua franca.
Fady says his English has improved considerably…thanks to the locals.
Who knows, we might be greeted with a cheery ‘G’day’ before too long, when we arrive to transact business at the
Newstead Post Office-Pharmacy.
Gordon Dowell 5476 2633

Media Release: NEW Newstead Walking Group
CHIRP Community Health is trialling a weekly Wednesday morning walking group in Newstead which starts and ends at
the Rural Transaction Centre.
Liza Shaw, the Health Promotion Officer at CHIRP Community Health, is coordinating this Newstead trial after starting
walking groups in Maldon and Harcourt.
“After a year of lock downs, this is an opportunity to get out of the house and enjoy the outdoors with other community
members”, said Liza.
“Walking in a group has more benefits than walking alone. Some wonderful conversations can be enjoyed and over
time, friendships develop.”
“The trial starts on Wednesday 2nd June and continues until the end of the school term. We aim for an ongoing group,
but this depends on interest from the community.”
The Newstead Walking Group will meet on Wednesdays at 9.30am at the Rural Transaction Centre. The one-hour
leisurely walk will be followed by a cuppa (by donation).
The Newstead Walking Group trial is supported by Mount Alexander Shire Council, Newstead 2021 and Healthy Heart
of Victoria.
Everyone is welcome to join this group.
For further information or to book, please call Liza Shaw at CHIRP Community Health on 5479 1000.
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Introducing Dogsbody Canine
Massage
Dog massage therapist Bronwyn Baker and her partner moved
to Newstead in May 2020 and undertook a significant renovation
to breathe life back into an old miner’s cottage. Now the house
is pretty much done, they’re re-launching their Dog Massage
business in Newstead and surrounding areas.
People have been massaging
their dogs and horses for a
very long time, but the formal
training courses have only
been around for about a
decade. Bron completed a
twelve
month
CMT
(Canine
Myofunctional
Therapy) course in 2017
and had been massaging
dogs in Melbourne until
COVID hit.
Much like humans, dogs are
busy little critters who spend
a lot of time dashing around.
By the time doggies hit
middle age (like 6 or 7 years
old in a dog), they often
develop some aches and
pains and would benefit from
a massage every month or two. Younger and working dogs may
also get pulled muscles and other injuries. Dogs tend to be stoic
and don’t complain, but that doesn’t mean their muscles are not
tight or sore. If they are less keen to go for a long walk or baulk
at jumping in the car or on the couch – these are some of the
more obvious signs.
Bron has treated many dogs over the last few years with a
range of conditions and watched them improve with a monthly
massage (see the website for testimonials.) While she sees
many older arthritic dogs, she
implores dog owners not to
leave it until the dog can
barely walk before bringing
them in. “I can do so much to
increase the mobility and
happiness of middle-aged
dogs, so they maintain their
activity levels and quality of
life as they age.”
So how do you know if your
dog would benefit from a
massage?
Give Bron a call, and she will be happy to do a free muscle and
gait assessment looking for the obvious and more subtle signs
that muscles need some help. She’ll also gently feel all over
your dog, seeking tightness, sensitivity or warmth in the
muscles. If issues are present and you are happy to go ahead,
she can give your dog a complete therapeutic massage.
Our website is www.dogsbodymassage.com.au
Facebook - Dogsbody Canine Massage
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Newstead Spinners Inc
Meet Anja Tusek, the new secretary
of the Newstead Spinners:
Anja learned to knit at age five, after
her mother gave her a ‘knitting
nancy’. This kept her busy on the ship
for the four to six weeks it took to sail
from Germany to Australia. The family
then lived at Bonagilla before settling in Melbourne.
At age seven Anja learned to crochet the German way.
You take an old jumper and use it as a template, trying on
as you go, and she became very good at this. She also
learned Continental knitting, which is very different from
the English way of knitting that most Australians are
taught.
In her early twenties Anja began spinning because she
wanted to make garments from scratch, and to choose
the fibre of her choice. However, she soon realised that
this involved a lot of work and so her spinning wheel sat
in the shed for twenty-five years while she raised her
family and focussed on her teaching career. She moved
to Trentham in 1988 and started spinning again as her
children left home.
Anja had the good fortune to meet Wendy Charles at a
knitting club meeting. Wendy invited her to come to the
Newstead Spinners where she continued her spinning
journey. She has found the people in the group generous,
both with their time and expertise. Early on she was given
an Alpaca fleece and made a lovely jumper, which she
still has. She has since traded in her original spinning
wheel and has bought herself a beautiful fancy one.
This friendly group keeps her inspired and nourishes her
creativity. As she said in last month’s Echo, “My challenge
for 2021 is to take up new opportunities as they cross my
path. Say yes and have a go.” She is certainly ‘having a
go’ as she takes another step into weaving. She is looking
forward to continuing to spin and weave and the group is
looking forward to seeing what she will create next.
In May, a small group explored the art of Wet Felt
Painting. Led by Suzan Redlande, each person created a
layered wool painting by cutting and layering felt shapes
to build up a design. We are now looking forward to more
activities, hoping that the Bendigo Sheep and Wool Show
will go ahead! Please come and seek us out. All welcome.
Anna Macgowan,
Sally Weis (President) 0400 922 027,
Anja Tuseck (Secretary) 0407 806 004

Bronwyn Baker 0428 382 490

Goodbye
Hi to all who have known me; it is with a very sad heart that I
say goodbye because of things that have happened; I'm leaving
Newstead. To those who have helped me over the years and
the retailers who have been so good to me I am especially
grateful; to Bendigo Bank, Newstead Butcher, and Newstead
Friendly Grocer and The RTC. Perhaps later in the year or even
the new year, I'll come back for a visit. You all made life in and
around Newstead great for Peter and me and you are one town
I'll never forget. Thanks too, like I said once before, such a small
word, so mundane, but when said in the current context, so
extremely sincere to you all. Thank you, almost all of you, best
wishes from one very grateful resident.
The Goat Lady.

Wet Felt Painting
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When is a weed not a weed?
It seems to depend on where you are! In England, where I grew
up, we revelled in the golden gorse-lined cliff walks on the
Cornish coast, eagerly waiting for them to be at their best each
year. An artist friend of my father gave me a painting of a gorsehedged field I knew well (er, paddock, I should say) for my 18th
birthday. I have this treasure where I can see it when sitting in
my favourite chair, but every so often, a friend will visit and say,
‘Oh dear! Gorse! Why do you have it there?’
When we lived in Nigeria in the ’60s, I had a baby nurse, as
they were called, to look after the children when I was teaching.
Agatha, a devout Roman Catholic, was efficient and a delight in
every way. One day she said, ‘It is my name-saint’s day
tomorrow; please may I take some flowers from the garden to
place in the church?’ Of course – what a lovely idea, I thought,
urging her to take my best - beautiful lilies that had just
blossomed for the first time, maybe a bit of morning glory to
wind around? No way! She explained that she would most of all
A Gorse Hedge, UK
like ‘Africa never die’ as gazanias were called. (Yes, we liked
them and had planted – why not? Still, a bit ordinary for this
particular day, I mused).
Agatha enlightened me: ‘I put them in the church in holy water; I come back in a week. If flowers are good, I have been
a good girl. If they die, I am a bad girl; so I want to be good.’ I understood! Newstead residents will have to agree; her
choice was perfect (and successful). We’ll leave aside what different cultures can do with the church’s teaching, but
with the proliferation of ‘Africa never die’ despite our best efforts, we can surely celebrate what a good and holy town we
must live in (if only it was in West Africa…) My garden is very good, after all!
Julia Nutting

Newstead Uniting Church Closing Service
The Newstead UCA Congregation invite you to join with us on Sunday, 27th June, 2021, at 10.00am,
for the final service of our church at Newstead.
The first recorded services of public worship in Newstead, circa 1856, were held under the big red gum
tree, which still stands near the old Butter Factory.
The former Presbyterian Church in Church St, and the Primitive Methodist Church in Lyons St, both
erected in 1860, were the first permanent places of worship in our traditions.
The first Methodist parsonage, facing Wyndham St, was opened on June 4th 1903 and was occupied by the Rev.
Charles Fowler.
The present church was opened in September 1907 and the first extension was the schoolroom, opened on July 8th
1908.
The new parsonage on the corner of Lyons and Codrington Street was dedicated on September 10th 1960. Rev. Alan
Coulson and his family were the first
occupants. The extension to this was
dedicated on September 25th 1983.
In 1977 the Newstead Presbyterians and
Methodists united to form the Newstead
Uniting Church of the Castlemaine &
District parish. The Presbyterian Church
was sold and worship continued in the
former Methodist Church, now the
Newstead Uniting Church.
New extensions, which included a foyer,
vestry, kitchen, toilets and storage area,
were dedicated on the 19th October
1986.
Unfortunately, the time has come to
close our much-loved place of worship,
home to some of our town’s dearest
memories. If you have any memorabilia
or recollections you would like to share,
Newstead Methodist Church c 1908
contact us or bring it along on the day.
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
Ray Stevenson 0403 560 058
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Community Bank Grants
Are you part of a community-based group or organisation based in (or servicing) Maldon,
Dunolly, Harcourt, Newstead or the Mount Alexander region?
Community Bank Maldon & District is looking at running one of their biggest ever community
grants programs in 2021! The Community Grants Program is designed to make targeted use
of funds that are responsive to community needs to create a sustainable, resilient and thriving society.
The launch of the program happens with an information night where past
participants will speak and further information regarding who and how to
apply will be given.
Branch Manager Adam Balzan regards this program as one of the
diamonds in the crown of community banks, “This is a great opportunity for
organisations and not-for-profits to get that project off the ground that they
might’ve been dreaming of – these funds could be just what they need to
make things happen”.
In their last grant round (2019) Newstead Primary School received funding
to install new tiered seating in their sheltered outdoor area, for students to
use at recess, lunchtimes, class times and performances. “The new seating
looks fantastic and means we can better utilise the space,” said Principal
Kathy Callander. “The Men’s Shed have been wonderful; they have taken
our idea and delivered wonderful new seating. We’d also like to thank the
Maldon & District Community Bank for the grant for this project,” added
Kathy.
Applications for the 2021 round will be open from Tuesday 1st June to
Friday 9th July and can be made at bendigobank.com.au/foundation.
Any queries please contact Shannon Burdeu on 0478 435 110 or email her
executiveofficer@mdcb.com.au

Newstead PS Meg, Olive, Will & Toby Karly & Narelle (Grant Oct-19)
with Men's Shed Members
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Newstead Landcare Group
A Rare Confluence of Treasures
and a June Working Bee
There are a few features in our natural environment that are
both rare and irreplaceable. One such is the large, old tree.
Large, old trees are essential for our wildlife, with hollows
needed for many creatures. Small ones for our rare
Phascogales and hollow-nesting birds, large ones for
Powerful Owls and more. Large, old trees also provide
more nectar for honeyeaters and parrots. In our part of the
world, they take several centuries to grow large enough to
meet these needs.
Also very rare in our times are healthy riversides, with old
trees, few weeds and rich understorey. Newstead is
blessed to have a wide area of riverside land with a stand
of magnificent old River Red Gums, many present from
before European settlement. This confluence of treasures is
Loddon River planting site in 2014 (Patrick Kavanagh)
at the intersection of the Loddon River and Muckleford
Creek, just south of Newstead. For some years now,
Newstead Landcare has been planting understorey species
at this remarkable tract and the transformation is
astounding. Where once only introduced grasses and
weeds flourished under the mighty trees, now Wattles, Tree
Violets, Hop Bushes, Rushes, Banksias and native grasses
adorn the landscape, providing food and habitat for a wide
variety of birds.
Whilst we’ve come a long way in restoring the area, there is
more to be done. Join us on Sunday June 13th to help do
more planting at this special area.
We will start work at 9.30am and work until morning tea at
11.00am. Bring some gloves and a mug for morning tea.
Hammers and digging tools would also be useful.
Directions to working bee: go 2km from Dig Cafe southeast
along Panmure St/Cemetery Rd (almost to Muckleford
And in May 2021 (Patrick Kavanagh)
Creek crossing). Wear sturdy boots as terrain is undulating.
Our next business meeting will be on Thursday 17th June at 8.00pm at Newstead Natives, 4 Palmerston St. Newstead.
Patrick Kavanagh 0437 663 345

Newstead Rural
Transaction Centre
April Grant Recipients
Congratulations to the following
community groups who have received a grant from the
Newstead Rural Transaction Centre.
Newstead Arts Hub - $1000 for signage at the Arts Hub
Building.
Newstead Recreation Reserve - $1000 to cover some of
the operating costs due to the inability to operate and
fundraise during the COVID pandemic.
Newstead and District Affordable Housing - $500 to
enable the group to continue to pursue their goals.
Newstead 2021 auspices this group.
Lastly, the Newstead RTC will auspice the Newstead MidWinter Dance Planning Group. This Group has $500
available to them to go towards promotional and running
costs of the dance.
Congratulations to these local groups and hopefully the
Newstead RTC will be able to make another round of
grants available to local community groups later in the
year.
Sue Culvenor, President.
5476 2360

Balanced Whole
with Karla
Baby On The Way
Exciting news from Karla, our
local Naturopath, and her partner
Maikel – they are expecting their
first baby in July. Karla will be
taking time off from seeing clients
for the time being but hopes to
reopen her business late 2021 or
early 2022 depending on variables such as sleep!
Karla wishes to thank the Newstead community for their
support with her naturopathy business over the last two
and a half years; it’s been a pleasure serving the
community and contributing articles to the Newstead
Echo. If you would like holistic health care support before
Karla returns from maternity leave, then there are some
other fantastic naturopaths in the area. Contact Karla via
email karla@balancedwhole.com.au before the end of
June if you would like a recommendation.
Karla Rawles,
Naturopath 0404 516 008
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Cr Matt Driscoll,
Loddon River Ward
Over the past few years one of
Council’s big priorities has been
improving the streetscapes in our
towns across the shire. Council is
currently working with Powercor on
the undergrounding of power in the
nearby historic town of Maldon as
part of the Maldon Streetscape
Rejuvenation Project. We’ve also
been making improvements in the smaller towns on
concepts developed in consultation with the community.
Throughout the Shire we’re planting trees, improving
traffic management and creating better social spaces.
Here in Newstead, Council has already installed gates at
Newstead Park and additional seating at Newstead
Bakery and Café.
More recently local MP Maree Edwards – Member for
Bendigo East - dropped into Newstead to announce $1.4
million from the Victorian Government’s Regional
Infrastructure Fund to go towards completing small town
streetscape projects in Guildford, Chewton and
Newstead. This work, which is the third stage of our small
-town streetscapes project, will see us beautify our streets
and add supporting infrastructure to boost local business,
retail and trade, food, and accommodation to encourage
people to shop locally and increase tourism.
We still have some way to go with completing the design
for Newstead, which primarily involves improving drainage
on Panmure street, and integrating improvements at the
intersection with Lyons street. This will help improve
community connections and links to community facilities,
as well as pedestrian safety. This work is subject to
engagement of a design consultant which is expected to
occur soon.
Did you know Council has teamed up with CHIRP
Community Health and Healthy Heart of Victoria to
support guided walks in Newstead led by local resident
Ray Stevenson?
The one hour walk will start at the Anglican Church Hall at
10.30am and will end with a morning tea. Contact CHIRP
to book your place and don’t forget to be prepared for the
winter weather!
It’s great to be able to get out and socialise again after
lockdown last year. If you, or someone you know, is still
feeling a bit isolated or would like to be a bit more social,
pop into one of Council’s Community Connector drop-in
sessions. It’s a great chance to pop in for a cuppa and
find out more about things to do and community support
services here in the Shire.
Drop into the local session at Newstead Community
Centre between 1.00pm and 3.00pm on Thursday 17th
June.
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday
of each month between 10.00am and 12.00pm. The next
one is Thursday 3rd June, but don’t forget that you can
email me at loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or
phone 0437 108 458.
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any
time
via
the
home
page
on
our
website
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au

Local Market Great
Exposure For The
Newstead Men’s
Shed
The last market before winter was a great day for the men
from The Shed. Thank you to the CFA for running the
market; it is much-needed exposure to locals and visitors/
travellers. The Shed set up a display of their popular
garden art, including our new cut out iron pieces. Both our
timber and metal items got a lot of attention.
The market is the perfect place to catch up with Newstead
locals and let them know the sort of things we do down at
The Shed, in Lyons St. Not only did we sell lots of our
wares, but we chatted to two potential new members and
to others who asked if we could repair furniture for them.
The Newstead Men’s Shed is a supportive community
where men can choose to participate in work or play or
hang out for a cuppa and a chat. There are no demands
and no such thing as failure. The Shed is an antidote to
isolation and depression where we support mental health
and wellbeing.
The skill sets among our members are vast; building
garden tables or benches, repairing old furniture or
designing bespoke items, plasma cutting and welding,
woodturning and a score of other things we can create;
our Shed Members are happy to give it a go. It’s about
the challenge and a focus on being a group of Shed
Mates who love to discuss a project and how to do it.
Old Newstead Shed Saying – “We have one worker and
five supervisors for every project”.
Are you interested in joining us? Why not drop in when
you see our Open Sign or visit our website or Facebook
page to get in contact with us.
Graeme Lees, Secretary 0418 723 196

Shed member manning the stall @ CFA Market

1946-2021 Rainfall
As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

April 2021

2021

Average

Highest
2017

Lowest
1959

11.4 mm
39.2 mm
121.8 mm
2.3 mm
44 pts
153 pts
475 pts
9 pts
May 2020 Rainfall up to 25th 33.8 mm, 132 pts
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Grantville Camp…
The first week back at school is always an exciting time. You get to catch up with your friends
and talk about what you did on the holidays, it’s always a fun week. But this term it was even
more exciting because we were also going on school camp to Grantville. (For those who are
unfamiliar with that name, it is located near Phillip Island).
We left for camp on a cool Wednesday morning. The weather forecast was not promising, so we made sure we had
plenty of clothes for wet weather. We arrived a little later than scheduled, but that didn’t matter. Excitedly we unpacked
the bus and found our way to our cabins. They all had their own ensuites, (we were impressed) and got changed for the
first activity. Grades 5/6 had canoeing and 3/4 did archery. Those of us doing canoeing got super wet, but it was great
fun, so we didn’t mind so much. We played chasey in the canoes and had
to collect all sorts of objects.
Meanwhile the grade 3 and 4’s were doing archery with Mrs Callander and
Ruben. After a few less than accurate shots we got much better at aiming
our arrows, (we actually were pretty good at it by the end). We changed
activities and did some team building activities. Some of us didn’t work
really well in a team to start with, but after time we worked out how to work
together to get things done. Both activities were great fun.
That night we all played Star Wars in the dark. It is a game of hide and
seek in the dark that involves lots of running and hiding from teachers with a
torch. It is super fun, but tiring as well. Some of us got caught non-stop,
while others managed to sneak past Mrs Deppeler all the time.
Day 2
This is the biggest and best day at camp. We get up early and packed
everything for every possible event. The weather reports says it might rain,
so we have clothes that we are wearing, clothes for swimming (or playing
on the beach), a change in-case it rains, and warm clothes for the night
time. We arrive on Phillip Island just in time to see the pelicans feeding.
Before too long pelicans come from everywhere and they are huge. Some
of them fight for the food and chase the ones who get the fish. Pelicans are
huge!
Then it’s off to surfing and beach play. Unfortunately only the grade 5/6
kids go surfing, but the rest of us run up and down the beach and play in the
water until they are finished. All the grade 5/6 kids manage to catch a
Hunter Archery
wave. By the time we finish our feet were blue
and frozen, but it was worth it.
Next is the Penguin Parade. A ranger tells us all
about the wildlife on Phillip Island and how to
protect them. But the highlight of the night is
when they start to arrive on the beach.
Hundreds of penguins come ashore and waddle
to their burrows.
Day 3
We woke up to rain. But nothing was going to
stop us now. The giant swing was ready for the
grade 5/6 students. It was pretty nerve wracking
but we all did it, going as high as we felt safe.
There wasn’t a lot of time on the Friday, as we
had to get on the bus to go home.
Overall, camp was amazing and great fun!!!
Written by Grade 4/5/6 Students
Surfing at Phillip Island

Camps are a learning opportunity!!
All school children should be given the opportunity to go on camp. School camps encourage students to surpass their limits.
You learn by doing – what better way is there than going on camp. Camps are awesome, camps are fun, camps are cool!
Camps are such fun they will unquestionably push you past your limits and offer an amazing opportunity to get to know your
classmates better. Would you rather barely know anyone because you didn’t go on camp?
Kids learn how to do all sorts of things like giant swing, flying fox, surfing, star wars and ga,ga,go. Kids get bored if they do the
same things over and over again. Camps are like a fun boost that brings kids out of their shell so they can express their true
selves.
Camps offer everything a kid can dream of. Kids love that camps are fun and have so many activities; no one wants to sit
around while everyone else is on camp.
Camps offer everything including friendships; you make lots of friends on camp and sometimes if you’re lucky, forever friends.
That’s why you should always go on camp.
Georgia, Grade 5
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Lighting Up Winter
As winter darkness comes, we’ll be lighting up the Hub with an array of
events, workshops and activities before returning to our regular schedule
of stunning art on our walls in August.
Bountiful May
Over the last month we have been blessed with the beautiful art and delightful presence of Rhyll Plant and Bridget
Farmer. Their works, beautiful prints largely focused on birds and nature, have graced the walls of the Hub for what was
our last exhibition until August.
In our workshop space, Hannah Collins ran a second round of her very successful writing workshop for women. Off the
back of these classes, we are keen to know more about what kinds of writing groups or activities you are interested in so
drop us an email at info@newsteadartshub.org.
Embers - Light Up Winter @ The Hub
June and July will showcase an exciting array of one-off activities, using the indoor spaces at the Hub. Embers has
something for everyone.
Here is what’s in store for June:
• A spoken word Open Mic night. Put away the guitars and pick up your notebooks for our first open mic night
focused on the spoken word and inside the cosy Arts Hub.
• Kids light up with a winter holiday writing workshop – Kids Spark Stories! Designed for kids of all age and skill
levels, local author Hannah Collins’ program will draw out the writer in them. Two writing workshops will kick off the
school holidays, followed up by an afternoon getting the family together and reading out their work. Bookings open
now via our website or social media.
• We celebrate the Winter Solstice with an evening of
Stories Around the Fire. Bring some marshmallows and
your winter woollies as we dive into local stories and
folklore alike. Saturday 19th June. Look out on our
socials for more information!
And in July, as the days begin to get a little bit longer:
• Come along to our community drawing table; a chance
to play with drawing for young and old. It will be a
weekend of drawing, catching up with friends and
neighbours and a heap of fun. Artist Tony Day will guide
our pencils.
• Wild weaving with Jodie Goldring will fill the Hub with
woven and stitched birds, another chance to make
community art together.
All activities and events, dates and times, will be advertised
and ticketed via our website and social media pages. Stay
tuned for all of the fun and warming activities we have
planned for winter!
Hidden Away: Art Auction – now Friday 24th July
Hidden Away is the theme of this year’s annual art auction. In the warmth of the Hub, we’ll be offering delightful finger
food and drinks while we tempt you with some magical art that’s emerged from a variety of artists near and far. Browse
through the art online beforehand and come with paddle in hand to bid for your favourite pieces, or just revel in the
excitement of a live auction in good company. Offers of art still accepted: email us at info@newsteadartshub.org.
Follow us on our website newsteadartshub.org - or Facebook and Instagram pages.
Prue McAdam 0428 391 707

Shed fire at Muckleford
On the morning of Monday 10th May, we were called to a shed fire at a property in South Muckleford.
An old hay shed was on fire. Unfortunately, the shed and its contents were destroyed, including some
historic and irreplaceable cars and trucks. It seems that the owners had been burning off some rubbish
near the shed a couple of days earlier. They thought the burn was fully extinguished, but the fire must
have continued smouldering unnoticed, and eventually ignited some hay bales stored in the shed. By
the time CFA arrived, the shed could not be saved.
This is a timely reminder to anyone who is burning off to keep checking their burn for days afterwards. Even though the
weather is cool, there is still plenty of dry fuel around and fires can keep smouldering for a long time. Sometimes fires
can travel underground via old tree roots and are not easily seen from the surface.
Anne Perkins 0408 527 910
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Government Services
– Closer Than You
Think
A local service can provide access
to Centrelink, Medicare and other government programs
and services.
Newstead Rural Transaction Centre is an Australian
Government Agency of Services Australia Access Point.
Using the provided computer, you can log in to your
myGov account and do your business on the spot.
There is a phone for you to access phone self-service or
speak to a department service officer.
If you would rather use your mobile phone or tablet, they
have got free Wi-Fi available 24/7.
You do not need a password so you can get online
straight away.
You can also use the Wi-Fi to download and install the
Express Plus mobile apps.
The morning volunteer staff can certify your identity
documents for you. (Monday – Friday: 9.00am to 1.00pm)
So next time you need to do some government business,
drop into the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre.
Opening hours: Monday – Friday, 9.00am to 5pm,
at 45 Lyons Street, Newstead. Phone 5476 2360.
Sue Culvenor
President Newstead RTC

We Live In Interesting Times
In recent days I’ve started hearing the distinctive calls of
Eastern Spinebills in the home garden. The onset of
‘wintery’ conditions in late April/May is the stimulus for this
wonderful migratory honeyeater to depart from the ranges
to pay us a visit in the foothills.
The bird pictured below was visiting the birdbath and
managed to stay still momentarily before descending to
drink.
Later in the day I came across more spinebills, this time
amongst the River Red Gums and Blackberry at the
Loddon River Reserve. Eastern Yellow Robins arrived to
compete in the ‘fashion stakes’ while in the canopy
overhead Olive-backed Orioles were feeding and calling.
… might they remain over winter I wonder?
The calls of a Noisy Friarbird on the other side of the river
were a nice conclusion to my visit – this species visits in
small numbers at different times of year, presumably on
passage to more favoured locations.
Read more at Natural Newstead
geoffpark.wordpress.com

Newstead Football
Netball Club Update
Well, the season is under way and
after five rounds the club has had
mixed fortunes across all teams. We have been very fortunate
to be able to field sides in all age groups in both Football &
Netball. This is fantastic as there are many clubs in the league
that are not in the same position as us, Campbells Creek
unfortunately had to put their club into a twelve month recess
this year due to lack of numbers. The NFNC have welcomed
many Campbells Creek players and members to our club, giving
them somewhere whilst in their gap year. We have also seen
many new members come to our club this year and there is a
very high level of enthusiasm.
We have also seen an increased number of followers on both
our Facebook and Instagram accounts which is very pleasing.
Please make sure to follow us on social media for all the up to
date news, events and photos.
Like all clubs, the Newstead Football Netball Club relies on
many volunteers to ensure that the club can operate effectively.
So we send out a massive thanks to all those volunteers for
your valuable time, as it is very much appreciated. I would also
like to thank those within the amazing community of Newstead
that have come and offered their time to help the club each
week. In saying this, we are always looking for helpers and if
you can spare any time helping with Thursday night meals or on
game days or at any other time, please come along to the club
and ask for me or one of the committee members.
I also would like to send an invitation to all readers of the
Newstead Echo to come along to support the club at any time.
On game days there is so much to enjoy, from watching local
sport, to meeting new people, to enjoying freshly cooked famous
Newstead Bullboar sausages, cooked on the BBQ in our new
“Bully Bar” located between the netball courts and football oval.
I would like to take this time to thank all our club sponsors,
during what is “The Covid Hangover” where a lot of business are
doing it tough, some more than others. Your support has been
enormous and we, as a club, cannot thank you enough.
Mark Leckey,
Newstead Football Netball Club President, 0427 779 786

Eastern Spinebill in the home garden, 9th May 2021
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100 Years Ago
The following extracts are from the weekly Newstead newspaper

June 1 1921
A motor cyclist was travelling through Yapeen to
Castlemaine on Saturday last, and when turning the corner
near the railway gates crashed into a bullock that was
grazing near the road. As the machine was not proceeding
at a fast pace neither it or the driver was much damaged,
but the bullock, cyclist, and machine, all experienced a
severe shock.
A little girl, named Myrtle Jones, of Campbell’s Creek,
picked up two five pound notes at the front gate on returning
home from school last week. She handed them to her
mother who soon found the gentleman searching excitingly
for his lost “tenner,” and returned the money to him. For her
honesty, the little girl was made the recipient of six shillings.
At 5.30am Tuesday morning Mr Eyers, of Joyces Creek ,
was aroused by the noise of a burning building and on
looking outside found that Mr H McDonald’s shop was a
mass of flame. Mr McDonald was soon on the scene but
the fire had too strong of a hold and everything was
destroyed. The building and stock were insured in the
Norwich Union office for £200 but Mr McDonald’s loss is
severe as he was carrying a big stock of goods.
A meeting of the Newstead Electric Light Committee was
held in the Mechanics’ Hall on Monday evening. The
gentlemen who were appointed as a deputation to wait upon
the Butter Factory Directors and Shire Council reported
having received encouraging receptions, and stated that the
necessary particulars and information was being obtained.
After a vote of thanks had been accorded the deputation it
was decided to place the matter in the hands of the newly
formed progress association.
June 15 1921
The announcement that the wholesale price of kerosene
has been reduced 1s per case last week will gladden the
hearts of the thrifty housewives, in view of the long winter
nights now at hand, and it is very likely there will be a further
drop in the price of oils in the near future.
There is a danger board erected on the Castlemaine side
of the Guildford Railway arch for the purpose of warning
motorists as the abrupt junction of the road from the station
on the other side renders a vehicular collision likely to
happen if a car is travelling at a fast rate. At the present time
the weather has effaced the usefulness of this board, as no
sign is visable on it, and the authorities would do a wise
thing if they had the notice renewed.
June 21 1921
Valedictory Mr & Mrs T Straughan Farewelled
What was probably the largest and most representative
gathering assembled in the Mechanics’ Hall for many years
was witnessed on Saturday evening when the residents of
Newstead and adjoining districts assembled en masse to
take part in the social and presentation to Mr Straughan,
who after having successfully managed the local butter

factory during the past sixteen years, has received a
Government appointment as inspector and supervisor of
factories under the new dairying act which recently came
into operation.
During his lengthy stay in the district Mr Straughan had
associated himself with practically every movement,
patriotic, social, or charitable, not only in his immediate
neighborhood, but anywhere his valued active assistance
was necessary. … When his impending departure became
known the residents got to work earnestly, and, with Mr C H
Jenkin as secretary, soon mobilised a large and enthusiastic
attendance to give him a hearty and fitting send off. His
connection with many of the public movements was referred
to during the course of the evening, and there is no doubt
but that Newstead is losing a citizen it can ill-afford to part
with.
Mrs Straughan has also been a real helper to the district in
many ways, her aid to the Red Cross and such like
movements being very valuable. Miss Straughan has always
taken an interest in local movements, helping at many
functions. All three have been active citizens, and the public
deeply regret their departure. … Everything passed off most
pleasantly, but the tone of the function was of sorrow that
the guests were departing from our midst, at the same time
much appreciation being expressed at the good work
performed. … ...
TO THE LADIES OF NEWSTEAD AND DISTRICT
When the Newstead and Moolort Footballers visited
Daylesford the ladies of Daylesford provided both teams and
officials with an excellent luncheon at the close of the game.
As Daylesford is playing at Newstead on Saturday next our
committee would like to return the compliment. We would,
therefore, esteem it a favour if the ladies of Newstead and
district would assist us in entertaining the Daylesford players
and officials also our own players by sending along a basket
to the Mechanics Institute on Saturday afternoon next.
F W ELLIS, President
V G WILSON, Secretary
June 29 1921
Twins living in three houses in a road must surely be
almost a record for a township, but the small township of
Welshmans Reef has this record, and but for the removal of
Mr and Mrs D McNeice and family to Maffra about four
months ago, a fourth pair of twins would have been added to
the number. Word has been received by Mrs McNeice’s
friends that she became the mother of twin boys (Frank and
Oliver), and that both are doing well. A few remarks as to the
other twins, all of whom are living and in perfect health, may
be of interest. The first on the list are the twin sons, Thomas
and Albert, of Mr and Mrs J Merrett, born 27 years ago, then
Walter and Jane, the 7 year-old twin son and daughter of Mr
and Mrs E King, who only moved into their present
residence about 9 year ago, and lastly the twin 3 year old
daughters, Doris and Mavis, of Mr anr Mrs J Rewell, these
being the youngest of a family of eight.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society

Local Activities- June 2021
Tue

1

Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Wed

2

Newstead Walking Group RTC 9.30am (weekly)
CWA meeting NCC 10am

Thur

3

CFA meeting at fire station 7.30pm

Doug 0427 762 353

Sat

5

Football/Netball Lexton v Newstead

Mark 0427 779 786

Sun

6

CFA training at fire station

Doug 0427 762353

Sun

13 Landcare Working Bee Loddon River 9.30am

Tue

15 Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Thur

17 Shire Come and Chat RTC 1pm
Newstead Book Club
Landcare meeting, 4 Palmerston St 8pm

Sat

19 Football/Netball Newstead v Navarre Food Links
Program NCG 1pm
Arts Hub Stories round the fire.

Mon

21 ECHO Deadline

Sat

26 Football/Netball Avoca v Newstead

Sun

27 Newstead Uniting Church closing service 10am
Repair Café Castlemaine Community House 10am

Tue

29 Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Liza 5479 1000
Janet 5476 2437

Patrick 0437 663 345
Sally 0400 922 027
MASC 5471 1700
Steve 0401 107 857
Patrick 0437 663 345
Mark 0427 779 786
Gen 0427 762 633
Prue 0428 391 707

Mark 0427 779 786
Janet 5476 2437
Chriss 5470 5508
Sally 0400 922 027

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Community Bus Regular Service
Hatha Yoga (not hols)

Wednesdays - Maryborough
Thursdays - Castlemaine

RTC 5476 2360
Wendy 0490 064 084

Golf Croquet
Scrapbooking

Monday NCC 9.00am
Wednesday NCC 7 - 9.30pm
Monday Hilliers St 9.30am
First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Tai Chi

Tuesday NCC 10am

Marcus 0468 732 271

Men’s Shed

Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm
Tuesday The Shed 8am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Sunday The Shed 8am –1pm

Kerry 5476 2315
Jen 5476 2436

Graeme 0418 723 196

Newstead Walking
Group

Wednesday RTC 9.30am

Community Lunch
Capoeira

Wednesday Mechanics Hall 12.30pm
Wednesday NCC 6.15pm - 7.45pm

Cr Matt Driscoll

First Thursday RTC

Matt 0437 108 458

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

RTC 5476 2360

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre
5476 2360
Newstead Public Cemetery,
5476 2447
Newstead Police Station
5476 2250
Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy 5476 2203
Anglican Church
0427 170 927
Catholic Church
5476 2710
Newstead Country Store
5476 2252
N’stead Friendly Grocer And Bakery 5476 2400
Newstead Meat Supply
5476 2217
Enviroshop
5472 4160
Dig Café
5476 2744

New Boots
Crown Hotel
CFA
Primary School
Mens Shed
Community Garden
Historical Society
Arts Hub
CWA
Spinners
Bowls
Art Salon

Liza 5479 1000
Anthony 0490 055 918
Maikel 0490 176 218

0492 867 319
5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226
0418 723 196
0439 003 469
5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437
0407 806 004
0400 931 347
0408 507 882

Newstead Echo
Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org If this is not
possible a paper copy can be left at the
RTC by 4pm on or before the published
deadline. Contact name and phone number
must be included on all contributions.
Anonymous articles will not be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant, Gordon
Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane Lean. Audrey
Mancor, John Nieman, Geoff Rye, Janet
Trudgeon, Brendan Walker, Frances Wade,
Gayle Wallin and Jennifer Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made possible
by the Mount Alexander Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.
500 copies are distributed throughout retail
outlets in the Newstead district by the first
of each month, except January. Website
hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed unless it
is party political, of an objectionable nature,
space constraints or considered
commercial advertising. Anonymous
articles will not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed 400
words. The committee accepts no
responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit articles
for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors each
month prior to the deadline. If you would
like to be added to this list email Janet on
jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

Newstead Echo Online
www.newsteadecho.org

• Photographs in colour.
• Save trees & decrease costs

For new edition notification, add your
email address to the notification list
CWA

Country Women’s Association

NAH

Newstead Arts Hub

NAS

Newstead Art Salon

NCC

Newstead Community Centre

NCG

Newstead Community Garden

NCL

Newstead Community Library

NDHS

New & District Historical Society

NPS

Newstead Primary School

NRR

Newstead Recreation Reserve

NRC+RR

New. Racecourse Rec. Reserve

RTC

Rural Transaction Centre

NADAH

Newstead & District Affordable Housing

