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Green Light for the
Goods Shed
Eight years ago, the Newstead Art Salon started work towards
leasing the Newstead Railway Goods Shed from VicTrack under
their Vacant Rail Buildings for Community Use Program.
Disappointingly, the program was put in abeyance due to
budgetary constraints in 2018, just as our application was
accepted.
Now, we are delighted to announce that the VicTrack program was
revived last year and the Newstead goods shed is one of ten
projects across Victoria to proceed. Consequently, we have been
busy finalising plans with VicTrack and their architects, for the
restoration of the goods shed and its conversion to a community
arts workshop.
Our local state parliamentary member Maree Edwards, announced
that VicTrack has now called for tenders to restore the goods shed.
VicTrack estimates that appointing a winning tender should take
approximately three months, with additional months for the actual
restoration. This means hopefully, we should have access to the
building in the early part of next year.
Now that the goods shed’s conversion to an arts workshop is to
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eventuate, we have been busy prioritising what is needed to equip
the building; working out how to raise the money for this
equipment and developing the proposed programme for the
workshop.
Half the floor space will become an access print workshop
specialising in both screen-printing (paper and fabric) and etching.
The other half will be used for classes and specific art projects.
To fully equip the space will cost around $45,000. We are grateful
to the Maldon and District Community Bank, who are also our
lessee, for a grant of $2000 to kick off our campaign.
As part of a more concerted move to increase our profile and to
market our arts program and activities which will be based in the
building, we took the opportunity to change the name of our
organisation from Newstead Art Salon to the RedShed Arts
Workshop, and have developed a new logo as well.
For residents who live in the immediate area surrounding the
goods shed, we will be contacting you shortly with an information
leaflet and an invitation to a community meeting to see the plans
and discuss issues relating to the goods shed.
We are extremely grateful for the support, both financial and other,
that the Mt Alexander Council and the Maldon and District
Community Bank have given us thus far, and we look forward to
continuing to work with them into the future.
Bob Clutterbuck • 0427 662 685
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From your
Councillor
Over the past few months staff and
Councillors have been preparing the budget
for the financial year ahead. I am pleased to
report that Councillors unanimously adopted
the Budget 2021-2022 at our Council Meeting in June. The
$41.48 million budget is bigger-than-planned, including $11.98
million earmarked for capital works. We will be able to realise
some fantastic initiatives.
We were also able to adjust the budget to include a range of
community projects based on the compelling submissions we
heard from the community. This includes services like managing
and maintaining local footpaths, trails, roads, bridges, drains, play
spaces, public gardens and community buildings, as well as
rubbish and recycling collection. We will also deliver a range of
maternal and child health care programs, aged care and disability
services, youth programs, emergency relief and recovery
initiatives, animal control programs, planning, tourism services
and more.
Also included are works to the Castlemaine and Campbells Creek
levee, and finalise preparations for upgrading the Newstead levee
bank and undertake works to improve small town streetscapes
including Guildford, and Newstead and replace lights at the
Newstead Recreation Reserve.
A new 3D digital ‘Welcome to Country’ installation at the
Castlemaine Visitor Information Centre to celebrate and
acknowledge local aboriginal heritage and culture and a new
online platform to monitor Council’s carbon output and energy
savings was included.
Over the last 12 months we’ve been keeping a close eye on our
business community and supporting our local businesses in a
variety of ways. Right now, it’s all about recovery and Council is
offering a suite of workshops for local businesses to help support
mental health and resilience.
Our annual tree maintenance program gets underway throughout
the shire this month to improve tree health and public safety.
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday of each
month between 10am and 12pm. The next one is July 1, but
don’t forget that you can contact me via my email at
loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or 0437 108 458.
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any time via
the home page on our website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au.
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Recruiting now
Have you ever thought of joining CFA?
Newstead & District Brigade is recruiting now.
There are many benefits to joining your local
brigade:
• Giving back to the local community and helping to keep us all
safe
• Making new friends
• Learning new skills
• Understanding more about fire safety and how to protect
yourself and your family.
Don’t worry if you don’t know much about fire-fighting – you will
be given all the training and support you need. To be an active
fire fighter you need a reasonable degree of physical fitness and
a willingness to volunteer your time. Another prerequisite is being
prepared to undertake a police check and a working with children
check if you don’t already have one.
The usual commitment is to attend six training sessions and two
brigade meetings per year. While we’d like as many members as
possible to respond when the pager goes off, CFA understands
that volunteers have many commitments and are not always able
to respond. In practice, we find somewhere between a third and
half of our members turn out to any incident.
If you’d like to know more, feel free to call me (number below),
you can email us on newsteadcfa@gmail.com or send us a
message through our Facebook page @newsteadfirebrigade.
Kitchen fire training
Brigade members had the opportunity to practice extinguishing
kitchen fires using the CFA’s Kitchen Prop which visited
Castlemaine Fire Station last month. The gas-powered prop is
set up in a shipping container and includes a simulated fridge fire
and a stove top fire. The prop gave us the chance to try out
different attack techniques, learn more about pumping from a
hydrant and to practice teamwork. Using our tanker to boost the
water supply from the Castlemaine Fire Station hydrant, the water
pressure is so great that it would be very easy to be knocked off
your feet. We work in pairs so that the person holding the hose
is always supported.
Anne Perkins • 0408 527 910

Capoeira Training
Paused
The Capoeira training at the Newstead
Community Centre on Wednesday evenings, resumed a few
months ago. Between two and five people have been training
together for one and half hours each evening.
As much as I have enjoyed the sessions, I will take a break from
the end of June to welcome a new baby into this world.
Once I have established my routine with our new family member,
I would like to resume the training again. I’ll let you know.
Thanks to all who came to the training. It was great fun. See you
around.
Maikel • 0490 176 218

Anne Perkins supporting Jason McGrath while training with the
CFA Kitchen Prop.
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Thirty five people gathered at the Layard Street Garden for a pizza
lunch and workshop. On Saturday 19th June, Deanna Neville from
the FoodLinks Project brought together members from
Castlemaine, Maldon, and Campbells Creek Community Gardens,
and Castlemaine’s Hub Plot and Seed Library, all in a collective
effort to attempt to rationalise management and share resources
and knowledge.
Results from various individual Garden Workshops were brought
together, ideas were compared and added to and will be compiled
for later distribution. There was lots of time for networking, making
new personal connections with extremely lively discussions and
stories.
The importance of community gardening was stressed particularly
for social interaction, gentle exercise and the great benefits for
mental health, particularly during these stressful COVID times.
All gardens said they needed more people to come and garden,
just casually or by taking up a plot of one’s own or just to help
with general maintenance and appearance. Community Gardens
can be places of interest for visitors and tourists, local elders and
families with young children. Ideas for new (and old) ways of
growing food, new types of vegetables, native food plants,
compost making and soil health are all gardening aspects visible
or available to learn about.
Expect to see more promotion in the near future of the Community
Garden as a place where any and every member of this great
Newstead district community will be warmly welcomed to just
come and sit and enjoy the birds, the old pepper and river red
gum trees, the marvellous array of vegetables and native plants.
Membership is $45 annually for a plot of your own, small or large
depending on your needs. Or $25 to be a Digger, someone who
likes to help with general maintenance and appearance, perhaps
mow the grass, or dig up a bit of couch grass, or re-plant out the
strawberry bed. There is always some light work for anyone who
would like to join in.
Just go to the Garden and join a regular group of gardeners who
meet there on Tuesdays from about 10.00 am. Make a new friend
or someone who can advise you about your garden at home or
pick up a few seedlings of whatever.
You will be welcomed with open arms. Come on down.
Grace McCaughey
gracemc1936@gmail.com • 0417 379 643

Gen Barlow as usual pushing her favourite barrow

Gastronomic conviviality at the garden
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Food Security
About twelve years ago I watched a documentary about how some
towns in England had located all apple trees in an area and listed
them on a database. I was amazed to see that there were over
200 varieties of apples located. Residing in Maldon at the time
and concurrently doing studies in Cert III Permaculture, inspired
an idea to create a food forest corridor to Castlemaine. Lofty aims
no doubt.
However, the practicalities of such a project were sobering, and
in the end, nothing eventuated.
Then some years back I was also involved
with a Castlemaine NGO - Growing
Abundance. A few of us were trained by
professional pruners to be available for
pruning the local backyard fruit trees, to
keep them in tiptop shape to maximise
harvest for their owners.
A database was set up to schedule pruning
and harvest.
At harvest time a team of pickers would go and box the fruit; 1/3
to the owner, 1/3 to the pickers, and 1/3 to the community. On
the community side, preserving was the main focus, but the
community kitchen also benefitted.
Recent discussions around town about food security have again
sprouted these ‘seeds of imagination’, but I’m unsure whether it
has legs. It is easy when projects can be self-reliant, but not so
when others need to be involved, so I thought I’d put it out there
in community to see if there is any interest.
So, do you have fruit trees that you find difficult to maintain and
would like them listed on a database for scheduled pruning and
harvest? Then send me a text and we’ll see what can be done.
This proposed project is confined to Newstead and depends of
course, on community interest.
Anthony • 0490 055 918

Available Benefits and
Concessions
Hi there.
I’m a social worker living locally and recently it was brought to my
attention that people are not aware of the benefits and
concessions that maybe available to them.
So I thought it’s worthwhile sharing some useful knowledge. If you
are living on a low income, it seems no matter how hard you try,
it’s hard to make ends meet.
Did you know that if you have a Health Care Card, Pension Card,
Veteran Affairs Pension Card or Veteran Affairs Gold Card, you
could be eligible for a concession or benefit?
These could be a great help with water, wood or electricity bills,
particularly during the winter months.
If you have access to the internet, have a look at the relevant
website which is: www.dhs.vic.gov.au/concessions.
Or, you can phone the Concessions Information Line 1800 658
521 (toll free) or make your way to the RTC and you can access
the hard copy guide to Victorian Concessions, to see if you’re
eligible. There is lots of useful information in that guide.
Wishing you a warm and more comfortable winter,
Kind regards, Nattie Sullivan • Natasha.Mullings@chrh.org.au
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Launch of Community
Grants 2021 program

Branch and Board staff from Community Bank Maldon &
Districts at the recent community Grants information night

The program is now open and closes on Friday 9th July.
Community Bank Maldon & District Chair Ross Egleton was
pleased with the community’s excited response to the program
launch held recently at Maldon Golf Club.
“The large number of people attending demonstrates the
importance of our work. It’s a great privilege that this grants
program, where we expect to give over $150,000 in grants, will
be the catalyst for ideas that will have positive impact across our
communities,” said Ross.
Shannon Burdeu, Executive Officer with the Community Bank,
spoke passionately about applicants considering the impact that
funding from the Maldon & District Community Bank will have on
the broader community.
“We would really love to see projects and ideas that have been
driven by the community. We want to be inspired by outcomes
which make our local towns better places to live by connecting
people, connecting places and just creating more vibrant
communities.” commented Shannon.
One of the previous grant recipients was the Newstead
Kindergarten who received Community Grants funding to improve
their indoor space with upgraded floors and painted ceiling &
walls. Tika Ebery, local mum and PAG Treasurer said “the interior
is now a much brighter, modern and inviting area for our children
to play, learn and grow”.
Community groups from Maldon, Newstead, Dunolly, Harcourt and
the broader Mount Alexander Shire are encouraged to apply for
grant funding. Contact the bank’s Shannon Burdeu (0478 435
110 or executiveofficer@mdcb.com.au) to discuss your group’s
proposed project prior to submitting an application. Otherwise pop
in and discuss at the Maldon Branch or Dunolly and Newstead
RTCs.
Applications are available online at
www.maldoncb.com.au/investing-back-community/communitygrants/
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Newstead Landcare Group
Plantings. Sunday 13th June was a fine day for a Landcare
planting at the confluence of the Loddon River and Muckleford
Creek. A dozen landcare members heavily armed with gardening
tools managed to plant, guard and water 100 local indigenous
grasses and shrubs within 90 minutes. In our experience, at least
80% of these will survive if they are guarded from hungry
herbivores for the first couple of years of their life. Plant guards
were used for grasses and sedges and fencing was used to protect
the shrubs planted on the day.
The Newstead Landcare Group has been working on this area for
some six or seven years now. It is wonderful to see Silver Wattles
self-generating, Blackwoods growing to impressive heights and
shrubs such as Correas and Silver Banksias coming into their own.
In some areas the growth of understorey that we have planted
has now been able to suppress the weeds.
Join us for our next planting in the same location on Sunday July
11th and be part of the restoration of this wonderful and rare bit
of riverside habitat. We will start work at 9.30am and work until
morning tea at 11. Bring some gloves and a mug for morning tea.
Hammers and digging tools would also be useful.
Directions to working bee: Go 2km from Dig Cafe southeast
along Panmure St/Cemetery Rd (almost to Muckleford Creek
crossing). Wear sturdy boots as terrain is undulating.

Cozy Concert - July 17th
You may have already heard that Newstead Live is planning a Cozy
Winter Concert. Our planning and communications has been held
up by the current Covid 19 situation. Now that things are looking
better on that front, planning is being stepped up with the concert
being imminent.
The Newstead Live Cozy Winter Concert will be held on Saturday
17th July 2021 from 2pm to 6pm at the Community Centre,
Lyons Street, Newstead.
The line-up includes previous Troubadour Foundation winner
Kerryn Fields and her band, the duo of William Alexander and
Sean McConnell, local family duo Jen O’Donnell and Orvokki
Britton and Mandy Connell.
After a tough year for the arts in general, and for performers in
particular, we’re looking forward to holding a new event
showcasing some fabulous musicians.
The Cozy Winter Concert will be another celebration of Newstead
Live, a reminder of live music and a stepping stone to the
Newstead Live 2022 festival.
Tickets: https://events.humanitix.com/newstead-live-winter-cosyconcert
And if lockdown happens again, we promise to refund your
purchase. Don’t delay, purchase your tickets today.
Kelly Skinner, Festival Director • 0448 234 758

A Tribute
Landcare crew at work

Become a Landcare Member. If you’re passionate about the
natural environment around Newstead, joining Newstead
Landcare is a great opportunity to be involved in practical work to
protect it, to meet others with similar passion, to learn about our
wonderful biodiversity and to use some of Landcare’s equipment.
Membership forms are available at Newstead RTC and at any
Newstead Landcare event. Membership fees are a modest $20
per household annually ($15 concession) or email David Tuck at
clydesdalehome@fastmail.com.au
Our next business meeting will be on Thursday 15th July at 8 pm
at Newstead Natives, 4 Palmerston St. Newstead.
Patrick Kavanagh • 0437 663 345
Dear ECHO Reader,
This edition of the Newstead Echo has been made possible
by the generosity of the Newstead RTC, the Maldon &
District Community Bank, Mount Alexander Shire and by our
local community. We thank you for your support.

There is one business in Newstead which doesn’t seem to get
many accolades. It deserves quite a few.
I’ve lived in the Newstead area for 30 years or more, and on
numerous occasions this business helped my loved ones by
providing a good night’s sleep, as well as a pleasant shower and
a cuppa.
This business ‘sits quietly’ at the side of the highway at the edge
of town and is so easy to get to. I’m talking of the Whispering
Gums Motel.
My stepson and other friends have stayed at the Gums and were
impressed by the service and the rooms, which aren’t extravagant
or super luxurious, but they are warm, cosy with tea and coffee
available. In addition, the rooms are equipped with small fridges
and microwaves and are kept very clean and tidy.
If you called ahead and let the proprietors know you will be
booking in, they will have things organised for you. On my last
night in Newstead I was awarded a special dispensation, and for
me that was wonderful. ‘Thank you’ seems so mundane, but once
again, “Thank you Whispering Gums.”
You have been a God-send…and don’t be surprised if I use your
services a few more times when I come to visit.
Mrs Marj Drury • 0423 209 119
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Newstead Spinners

Having missed one meeting early in June due to lockdown, it was
hard to contain the group’s exuberance and keep to Covid
correctness the next time we came together. Much talented showand-tell of spinning, knitting and weaving was either being worn
or on display.
Suzan Redlande brought her beautiful felt picture of the critically
endangered Spiny Riceflower (Pimelea spinescens). There is a
small colony of this tiny plant growing locally. In contrast, we saw
Maritsa’s bright felted art piece: a clever combination of colour
and form! Suzan’s workshop will be followed up with a nuno felting
workshop led by Karen. Lovely pictures of that next month.
We are still waiting for word regarding the Sheep and Wool Show
in Bendigo, planned for mid-July. The time is creeping closer and
many of us have goodies to sell. Meanwhile, our group will
probably celebrate ‘Christmas in July’ on the 27th, Covid
permitting and with restrictions in place, as appropriate.
Our new members are enjoying the meeting days and we are
fortunate to have the bigger hall so we can keep distances. We
spin from fleece, sometimes washed and/or carded, or from
beautifully prepared slivers. At home, I found that some fleece
dyed long ago and looking so easy to spin, needed some
preparation before I could spin it.
Learning to spin is like learning to drive but not so dangerous. Or
maybe it is like learning to ride a bike. Once you have it you never
forget. Join us if you’d like to have a go. We are helpful and friendly
and always learn something new from sharing. All welcome to try
us out.
Beth Higgins
Contacts: Sally Weis (President) • 0400 922 027/
Anja Tuseck (Secretary) • 0407 806 004

Dawn in Newstead - Barkla Road
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Community
Lunch News
After a few weeks absence due to the shifting and confusing
government directives, Community Lunch is back again.
The lunch will continue through the school holiday period. From
my perspective, the school holidays are a perfect opportunity to
be more inclusive, with school-age children being able to come
and join us. Another opportunity we would like to explore is either
a night-time or weekend dinner/lunch event which might be a way
for those working by day can join with the community for a shared
meal. In Castlemaine, a Thursday-night soup meal was hosted by
a local café, which served hot and hearty vegetarian soup.
This simple idea has been canvassed with Lou Brown @ New
Boots Café. If we can get some interest from the community
(volunteers) to assist, we might try to get that off the ground.
Let us know if you would like to get involved.
Anthony • 0490 055 918

In Praise of the
Community Lunch
I am not usually one to write food reviews. But the
Community Lunch held each Wednesday at the Newstead
Community Centre has changed me!
As a new face in the Newstead community, I have been
looking for ways to meet people and get to know this
wonderful town a bit better. And so the Community Lunch
has been a real blessing to me. Everyone there has been
so welcoming. I have loved getting to know people and
hearing more about how they came to be part of this
wonderful town. And I must confess that I am also there for
the food, which is absolutely delicious! And each week I am
sent home with a loaf of bread, some leftovers, or these
beautiful flowers pictured.
If you haven’t been, I can wholeheartedly recommend you
get along. And I hope to meet you there!
Revd Darcy of All Saints’ Anglican Church Newstead
0407 245 951
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RTC News
• At the May Committee meeting, Michael Redden submitted a
letter of resignation from the RTC Committee, library and as a
duty officer. Michael was one of the key founding members
of the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre and has been
involved since its beginnings in 2004. Prior to this Michael was
a member of the Newstead Taskforce which worked on getting
approval for the RTC. We thank him for his invaluable
contribution to the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre and to
the Newstead Community. The Committee and all the
volunteers wish Michael all the best in his future endeavours.
• The Pocket Gallery at the Newstead RTC is now showing a
display of Newstead Primary School Grade 2/3 artwork.
Everyone is invited to come in and have a look at this great
collection. It will be on display until the end of July. After this
there will be artwork from the Grade 4/5/6 class.
• The RTC is looking for anyone who would be interested in
volunteering as an afternoon duty officer for four hours either
weekly or fortnightly ( 1pm to 5pm). Training will be provided.
Please call into the RTC and leave your details or contact
Jenny Lacey – Vice President – 0447581808
• The RTC Op Shop has been expanded and further shelving is
to be installed. Everyone is welcome to come in and have a
look. You may even grab a bargain, especially on “Cheap
Tuesday”.
• A reminder that the RTC Laundry is open 24/7 - $5 a wash
and $2 for 15 minutes drying. One of the washing machines
has had a coin jam and therefore unable to be used. We
apologise for any inconvenience this has caused and hopefully
will be fixed ASAP.
Sue Culvenor, Newstead RTC, President • 0409 323 844

Newstead Walking Group
The final day of CHIRP Community Health’s trial walking group in
Newstead will be 7th July.
Liza Shaw, the Health Promotion Officer at CHIRP Community
Health, is coordinating this Newstead trial.
“Walking in a group has more benefits than walking alone. Some
wonderful conversations can be enjoyed and over time, friendships
develop.”
“The trial has started with a small number already attending and
will continue until the end of the school holidays in July.”
“We aim for an ongoing group, but this will depend on interest
from the community. We will know by July 7th whether the group
will continue, so please come along.”
The Newstead Walking Group meets at the Rural Transaction
Centre on Wednesdays at 9.30am for a one-hour leisurely walk.
Bookings are not necessary.
The Newstead Walking Group trial is supported by Mount
Alexander Shire Council, Newstead 2021 and the Healthy Heart
of Victoria.
Everyone is welcome to join this group.
For further information, please call Liza Shaw at CHIRP
Community Health on 5479 1000.

’Tis a curious bird the currawong

Pied Currawong @ the bird bath, 5th June 2021

Pied Currawongs are clever and curious birds.
This one was photographed this morning at the bird bath. Initially
I was puzzled as to why it would be attempting to pierce the icecrust that had formed overnight (it was ‘feels like’ minus 5°C).
Then I noticed the shape
on the surface of the ice –
a
currawong
pellet,
regurgitated by a previous
visitor I would assume.
Pied Currawongs are
omnivores, feeding on
Pied Currawong pellet
seeds, fruits, insects and
small vertebrates when
they can get them. In the town gardens over winter there is a wide
variety of suitable tucker. The pellets are ejected a short time after
feeding, often within 30 minutes or so and contain the hard
remains of the recent meal. Beetle wing-cases and sometimes
small bones can be found mixed in with plant material.
You may have noticed and wondered about these objects
appearing in the garden at this time of year.
Read more at Natural Newstead • geoffpark.wordpress.com

Dawn in Newstead - Jack Road
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NAIDOC Week: 4 – 11 July

Bonsai Workshops
Newstead Men’s Shed and Lacey’s Hidden Garden thank all the
people who have attended my bonsai workshops. So far, that’s a
total of fifty-seven patrons who have attended. To date, eight
participants have registered for the July workshop.
I have been surprised as to how well the workshops have gone.
Interest has come from people in Bendigo, Ballarat, Melbourne,
Castlemaine, Maryborough, Newstead and St Arnaud from where
there were a number of participants.
COVID permitting, I will be running a bonsai workshop on Saturday
3rd July at Lacey’s Hidden Garden, Canrobert Street, Newstead.
Please note, there will be just one session. That will be from
12.30pm to 3.30pm, and includes a cuppa tea break.
The cost is $10 per person, of which $5 is donated to the
Newstead Men’s Shed.
If you want to learn more about bonsai, come along.
For more information, phone Barry on 0417 581 808

NAIDOC week, when we celebrate the achievements and gifts of
Aboriginal and Islander people of Australia, is usually in early July.
Last year there were so many restrictions during lockdowns, it was
held in November. This year it has returned to its normal timeslot.
How might we observe NAIDOC’s objectives – at any time of year?
• There’s much to celebrate and enjoy in the music and art of
aboriginal people, whether it’s Gurrumul, Yothu Yindi, Archie
Roach (find his newly published and very moving book), or a local
group we might know. Now we can move about a bit, find an art
exhibition – or look online. Our libraries are open again…
investigate! Watch NITV and SBS programs such as The Point
and Living Black.
• Read the Uluru Statement from the Heart online – it’s only about
a page. This year’s theme is Heal Country; so, we can think more
about respecting and protecting our sacred sites from the
damage and desecration some have suffered recently.
• Remember the Aboriginal people who enlisted in World War 2.
Not yet regarded as citizens, and missing out on some post-war
privileges accorded to ex-service people, they defended their
country and us. We will remember them.
• Firefighters are acknowledging the skills of aboriginal people in
caring for our land and reducing fire risks.
• …and where would AFL teams be without our First People?
Do tell others of local Indigenous people and their activities you know
about, which can then be shared further afield.
Julia Nutting. jules37@fastmail.com.au

Community grants open soon

Community Vision update

Our next round of Community Grants will open on Monday
19 July to support new, innovative and emerging community
projects and initiatives that align with Council’s strategic
objectives.

After the enormous response from our Your Community,
Your Vision engagement project in April and May, we’ve
been busy drafting a new ten-year Community Vision, which
will serve as a guiding light for developing our four-year
Council Plan.
The next round of engagement will include in-person
community forums, where we will be asking you for further
input into the Vision, along with what you would like to see
in the new Council Plan 2021–2025.
Find out more at shape.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/vision.

Two funding streams will be open–small grants of up to
$3,000 and partnership grants up to $10,000. Come along
to an information session in Castlemaine or Maldon in late
July to find out more.
For details visit mountalexander.vic.gov.au/grants.

Council adopts budget
Council adopted the 2021/2022 Budget at its Ordinary
Council Meeting of Council on Tuesday 15 June.
The $41.48 million budget is bigger-than-planned, including
$11.98 million earmarked for capital works.
The budget and budget summary are available to view at
the Civic Centre or in the news and publications section of
our website.

Tree works program underway
Our annual tree maintanance program gets underway this
month to improve tree health and public safety throughout
the shire.
Works will begin in Castlemaine and Maldon, and will include
street trees, and trees located in Council-managed parks and
properties. Works are anticipated to finish in November.
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Newstead Mens Shed – Marking a Milestone
And so, they gathered to the fray.
Filing into the Newstead Community Centre
on Thursday 24th June, were members of Newstead’s Mens Shed,
CWA, Fire Brigade Auxiliary, Historical Society plus wives, partners
and others. Representatives from Castlemaine, Maldon and Marong
Mens Sheds also attended to show support.
The occasion. A celebration of the Newstead Mens Shed’s eleven
years of existence. No ‘bells and whistles’ as such, but the
ambiance, bonhomie and tasty tucker from Harcourt’s Goldfields
Track Café more than sufficed.
And according to the guest speakers, one of their messages was,
why wait for eleven years to celebrate…get out there, live and
celebrate every day. A message given greater gravitas considering
the current COVID pandemic, the very reason for this, the delayed
celebration from 2020.
The motto of Newstead Mens Shed, ‘A cuppa, a chat and a smidge
of sawdust’ underscores the raison d’être of the Mens Shed
movement – ‘Health and Wellness’. As Graeme Lees the Shed’s
secretary, said during his welcoming speech, “We are about men’s
health and supporting each other…a social support group; an
antidote to isolation and depression…men’s health, both physical
and mental, is always our primary focus. We see ourselves as a
community social support group that can literally save lives.”
Graeme acknowledged the role of the late John Rowland, Barry
Lacey and Rheece Rodgers in developing the concept of a men’s
shed to fruition, after numerous cups of coffee at the local café and

the occasional barbecue. When John managed to secure the lease
of the old fire station and the land on which it stood from the shire
council, Newstead Mens Shed was on its way.
Such has been the endeavour and enterprise of this energetic group,
that in 2014 the new John Rowland Shed was opened, dramatically
improving facilities for the members.
During the celebration, Tom Swain, described by Graeme Lees as
‘…a true gentleman and exemplar of what men’s sheds are about’
was presented with a Life Membership of the Mens Shed.
Guest speakers reinforced the message of health and wellness…
and information for when one is ‘not so well’.
Stuart Marshall, Director, Australian Men’s Shed Association spoke
of the simple ways to look after one’s health on a daily basis.
Local GP Claire Hepper from Shannon’s Bridge, a Creswick-based
charity which helps connect patients with palliative care services,
provided valuable information about Advanced Care Planning for
Dying.
Terry Ranger, an experienced councillor also with Shannon’s Bridge,
spoke about mental health and ways to improve your mental wellbeing and help you watch out for your mates.
It wasn’t all about men. Julie-Ann Webster wife of foundation Shed
member, Neil said, “She loves meeting other member’s wives and
socialising with them.”
Bravo!
Gordon Dowell • 5476 2633

Tom Swain
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Newstead on Show
Let’s not invoke the Phoenix myth. There was no fire. No ashes to
rise again from.
This is Newstead on Show and it’s an anniversary celebration of
the same event held twenty years ago, in 2001. Same name,
same venue, same mission…a showcase of all things ‘what
makes this town tick’.
Local resident Alex Whitlock was successful in the recent round
of the Community Grants Programme on offer from the Mount
Alexander Shire Council, for funds to organise and run the event.
The RTC is auspice body.
Alex has enlisted the help of Rose Walter and Jan Duncan, the
organisers of the original Newstead on Show, to learn from their
experience and to brainstorm ideas for the forthcoming event.
Vicki Burnside and Steve Walter are also on board as active
supporters to assist with the getting the show on the road.
The main venue for Newstead on Show will be the Newstead
Community Centre, with ancillary activities held beyond the centre.
It’s at these various sites that local community organisations,
retailers, sole traders, artisans, artists, etc., will be able to ‘spruik
their wares’.
For Newstead residents both new and old, it will be an opportunity
for a ‘meet and greet’, some social interaction and to see the
elements of this vibrant community, ‘under the one roof’.
There will be Welcome-to-Newstead show-bags, information talks,
displays, billboards, performances, food…and fellowship.
It’s on Saturday 9th October. There will be no AFL Grand Final to
worry about, or claim your attention. So as Molly Meldrum often
proclaimed, “…do yourself a favour” and get the date for
Newstead on Show into your diary, right now.
For more information, contact Alex on 0413 947 486.
Gordon Dowell • 5476 2633

Newstead on Show 2001

You’re invited - important gathering about Newstead’s planned
solar farm.
Special Community Gathering – Sunday 25 July
The people of Newstead and surrounds are invited to come and
meet representatives of companies partnering with Renewable
Newstead (RN) to build and operate the proposed Newstead Solar
Farm and sell the electricity it generates at a special community
gathering on July 25.
RN has been consulting with potential business partners on
construction and design, and is excited to be able to introduce
them, and update the community on our progress towards solar
farm construction.
On July 25, residents attending the gathering will:
• Get a clear picture of what RN has achieved in the last 12
months (i.e. a project update);
• Meet representatives of companies, chosen after a
competitive request for quote tender process, that we think
will make great partners as farm builders, operators and
electricity retailers;
• Hear about the values that will guide RN as we negotiate with
those partners;
• Hear more about the price at which electricity from the farm
will be sold; and,
• Be able to register an expression of interest (without
committing) to buying electricity from the proposed Newstead
Solar Farm.
• Introducing our partners, and how the solar farm will work for
you.
Kicking off at 10am with coffee and cake, then with formal
proceedings at 10.30am, we will run through the work RN has
done, giving everyone a chance to discuss the project and ask
about any details, as well as share your thoughts on the project,
the needs of the community and how solar power can help.
We are delighted that our preferred business partners will be
present, giving everyone an opportunity to speak to and hear from
these potential new businesses to town.
Lunch will be served after formalities end at 12.30pm, which will
provide an opportunity for less formal Q&A with the people behind
Renewable Newstead and our partners.
When: July 25th, 10am-12.30pm
Where: Newstead Community Centre
What: Meet the partners, hear about the project,
have your say
Queries: RN Project Co-ordinator Phoebe Snep
0438 318 926 • renewablenewstead@gmail.com

1946-2021 RAINFALL

As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
2021

Newstead on Show 2001

53.2 mm
207 pts

AVERAGE
52 mm
203 pts

May 2021
HIGHEST

117.2 mm (1956)
457 pts

LOWEST

9.2 mm (1991)
36 pts

June 2021 Rainfall up to 27th 62.6 mm, 244 pts
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Warming Wintery Days
@ the Hub
The cold winter has hit, and the Hub’s winter program has kicked
off. Bringing warmth to cold days, bringing connection to a time
of enforced distance, Embers has been designed to provide
something for everyone, to reignite your interests in creating, and
to bring some light back to our beautiful town.
After the uncertainty as COVID once more threw our state into
lockdown, cancelling Hub events, with lifting, we are looking
forward to a wonderful July-August. Winter Solstice was marked
on Saturday 19th June with a fun gathering around a bonfire at
the Hub, with music, stories and poems.
Embers: Light Up Winter at the Hub
In June our Kids Spark Stories winter writing workshop was run by
our very own local author Hannah Collins. Designed for kids of all
skill levels, this program drew out the writer within them. These
will be followed up by an afternoon getting the family together and
reading out their work on 11 July.
Coming up in July:
• Local artist Tony Day will head a Community Drawing Table
event. Focused around a large, shared canvas that spreads
across the entire table, it’s your chance to add something to
the collective. No drawing skills needed. Enjoy the company
of other locals and some creativity. Sat-Sun, July 3rd & 4th,
12 noon -4.00 pm. Free.
• The long awaited Art Auction will be happening on Saturday
24th July! Taking the form of an art exhibition, patrons will be
able to walk about the gallery and view the art work before
participating in a live auction, all the while enjoying a delicious
array of canapes and drinks. Tickets are now available on the
website.
• Closing out the winter program will be a Wild Weaving
workshop on Saturday - Sunday 31 July & 1 August run by
weaver and community artist Jodie Goldring. Skilled in the art
of weaving with grasses and other natural materials she has
collected herself, Jodie will take over the Hub with a wall of
wacky and wonderful flowers and vines, before teaching us
how to make our own. Check the website for booking details.
• Out Loud: Words & Stories had to be postponed but we are
hoping it’ll be back in July - check our website, facebook or
instagram for updates.
Newstead Live’s Cozy Concert:
Newstead Live is back July 17th with an afternoon of music at the
Newstead Community Centre. A celebration of some of the
outstanding musical talent at our fingertips, and a way to show
support to our music community after a long year. Book via the
Newstead Live website.
Looking ahead to August:
Moving into warmer weather and lighter days, we will see a return
of the exhibition format to the Hub, with a wonderful joint
exhibition between John Smith and Angie Izard over the month of
August. August will also see the return of our Platform Pieces
series with a third installation, and a series of one off events
tucked up our sleeves. We can’t wait to show you what’s next!
Go to www.newsteadartshub.org for all tickets, or contact us at
info@newsteadartshub.org
Prue McAdam • 0428 391 707

Tony Day at the
drawing table
(Chrisanne
Blennerhassett)

Dawn in Newstead - Kooyea Lane
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Beyond Welshmans Reef,
a Bespoke Olive Grove

It’s a pretty nice outlook. Mt Tarrengower dominates the northern
skyline. Looking southwards, Cairn Curran Reservoir presents as
a spectacular view. Huge granite boulders dot the landscape.
The locale is Goughs Range and it’s where Duncan McGinty and
Julie Patey established their 1000 tree olive grove twenty-six years
ago, and it is referenced in the name of their olive products. The
grove occupies space on a gentle north-facing hill and it thrives
on the hill’s granitic soil.
The couple’s olive-growing venture featuring several varieties, has
matured and produces both oil and table olives. And it’s all done
as a self-contained enterprise. Olives grown, olives picked, olives
pressed, olives pickled and olive oil decantered into containers for
sale.
The olives, grown using organic principles, are harvested using
hand-held agitating hydraulic rakes on tall poles. From there it’s
into the Italian Pegaso 500 processor which handles 300 kgs of
olives per hour.
For table olives, the hand-picked fruit are pickled in a 10% sea
salt solution for up to eight months, before being removed,
washed, packed in glass jars and covered with olive oil, ready for
retail.
Take your pick from Kalamata, Spanish Green or Correggiola
varieties. Additionally, Julie proudly boasts of her line of table
olives infused with garlic or lemon myrtle.
When it comes to marketing, her artistic skills come to the fore.
Julie has designed the container labels to include examples of her
own artworks. That gives her “… a bit of joy.” And in the context
of their self-contained business, Julie also prints the labels at
home.
Goughs Range Olive Oil is sold in 20-litre containers to food cooperatives, cafes and restaurants, both locally and in the
metropolitan area, even Sydney. Then for the general public, Julie
packs up her van with produce and marquee shelter and heads
to farmers markets in Bendigo, Castlemaine and Maldon. The
produce? Table olives in jars and olive oil in containers from
250mls through to four litres.
And no marketing campaign would be complete without a website
and Instagram page. Check out these digital platforms.

Duncan processing oil

Testament to the quality of the Goughs Range olive products is
that at the farmers markets, 80% of the trade at Julie’s marquee
is return business. “That makes selling easy,” said Julie.
The olive industry has certainly come a long way since the days
when ‘Olive Oil’ was best known as Popeye’s girlfriend…and
Gough was Prime Minister, not someone adding to the
nomenclature of central Victoria’s topography.
Gordon Dowell • 5476 2633

Julie at Castlemaine market
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Talking Fire
Fire for Healthy Country: Kicking off our Workshops
Fingers crossed and COVID willing, we’ll be kicking off our series
of workshops for Djandak Wi in July-August. Djandak Wi is the
term used by Djaara – Dja Dja Wurrung people, the Traditional
Owners for our part of Central Victoria – for the process of
returning cultural fire to Country.
The location is an area in the Muckleford Forest, close to the
Newstead-Maldon Road, near ‘Bruces Track’. We’ll be holding
three workshops:
Late July: Workshop 1 – Understanding the need to burn. Looking
at the land from Djaara and western ecological perspectives. What
are the values here, and what are the concerns? Held on-Country.

Biggest Morning Tea at
Plaistow Homestead
It doesn’t seem like a month since all the activity of the Biggest
Morning Tea, raising funds for the Cancer Council. After a
collapsed marquee, wind, rain and the confusion of the rules
relating to Covid, we had a very successful morning tea.
The amount raised till the end of June was $6367. All cash
proceeds have been banked with the Cancer Council and there
have been some direct online donations. We are still amazed at
this amount which would have been considerably more if we had
not had to cancel the Saturday because of the Covid restrictions.
Over the years we have had some regular helpers in the kitchen,
Beth McKay, Nancy Nicholls and more recently Margaret Saligari,
all of whom have now died.
Our call for volunteer helpers saw Jan Williamson from Carisbrook
and Floss Hepburn from Strangways looking after teas and coffees
for the morning. Other helpers included Maldon’s Sue and Dave
Oldfield and Beth Higgins - ‘plants lady extraordinaire’ from
Yandoit. There was a super contribution of Platform Souls who
provided music all morning…and there was help from our
granddaughters Maddison, Poppie and Erin. Our thanks go out to
all of these folk and the many others who helped in anyway.
The best part of the day was watching so many locals and visitors
from afar relax and talk with each other. We have had calls from
some who renewed friendships after many years and others
looking for phone numbers of new friends whom they met for the
first time.
All attendance details recorded for Covid purposes will now be
destroyed after one month.
It is our plan to open the garden to again raise funds for Cancer
Council some time in spring.
Online donations can still be made to ‘Lilian Skilbeck’s Biggest
Morning Tea’ on the Cancer Council website.
With grateful thanks.
Lilian & Peter Skilbeck • 5476 2450/0419 884 710
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August: Workshop 2 – Right way fire: Undertaking one or a series
of small cultural burns. The timing will be determined by the
conditions. August-September: Workshop 3 – Learning through
yarning: Afterwards a chance to learn, share experiences and
outcomes, and setting up for monitoring – held on-Country. We
hope to have a yarning session in Newstead as well.
The project seeks to deepen and transform our understanding of
how to care for our local landscape by bringing Djaara knowledge
and experience into a practical experience of using fire as a way
of caring for Country.
For updates and details of how to register for these workshops
please, go to the Talking Fire website (talkingfire.org), Talking Fire
on Facebook, or you can drop us a line at
newsteadtalkingfire@gmail.com.
Talking Fire is a project of Newstead 2021 Inc that aims to support
and initiate community conversations to build understandings of
the place of fire in our landscape. The Newstead Fire for Health
Country project is supported by Wettenhall Environment Trust as
a pilot in their Burning Country program.
Chris Johnston • 0418 512 471

Newstead CWA
On Thursday the 27th May, eight of the Newstead
CWA members were ready to attend the CWA 2day State Conference and pre-paid State Dinner
at Ballarat. Packed with plenty of warm clothes, rugs etc. to face
the Ballarat weather, some members had already settled into our
accommodation, one on the way, and others almost ready to
leave. Alas the dreaded Covid virus had again reared its ugly head.
At 11.10am that morning, the Deputy State Premier announced
a two-week COVID-19 Victorian state-wide lockdown thus
cancelling the conference and our June monthly meeting.
The Branch meeting day will be on July 7th, a short meeting to
plan for the rest of the year and a crafty day. Bring along
something you would like to work on or share with others. Maybe
some dishcloth knitting for Melbourne Show Bags will be done.
So, hope to see you then.
Jenny Parker, President • 0417 475 270
Dani Kent, Secretary • 0413 478 335

Newstead Golf
Croquet
The rain has greatly improved the greens which allows the balls
to roll very straight. Many of our new members are mastering the
sport of Golf Croquet and the many difficult hits i.e. Jump Shot
and Stop Shot. We welcome new people to come and have a try.
All that you require are a pair of flat shoes and we will provide the
equipment.
Kerry 5476 2315

Dawn in Newstead - Pound Lane
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Newstead Primary
School
At right is one of the persuasive writing pieces the grade 4/5/6
students have been working on in English. For a long time, the
School Council has been lobbying local members, Vicroads and
the Shire to address the issue of vehicles not slowing down during
the school times even though the signage is visual. The students
have been keen to be involved and to have real purpose behind
their writing tasks. There has been some response back from
Vicroads indicating the speed zones were to be looked at through
the town but no additional action was going to be taken around
the school zone.
Kathy Callander, Principal • 5476 2226

Art display at the RTC

WE NEED FLASHING SCHOOL
ZONE SIGNS!
I am Sadie Garsed from Newstead Primary School, and I strongly
agree that the Pyrenees Highway (Lyons Street) should have a
flashing school zone sign. I personally cross the highway everyday
with my little brother to get to and from school. We have seen
how fast the cars go. It is a 40 km zone but cars go much faster
than that. Our school has real students and you are disadvantaging us by having no real safety.
Firstly, all children over the age of ten have some skill and ability
to cross a road but we can’t if cars are going over the speed limit
as they don’t have the ability to stop in time. Families and children
will be hurt if you don’t do something now!
Secondly, we have a small sign for the 40km school zone but cars
don’t acknowledge it. If we had a flashing sign, cars would most
likely see and read it therefore listen to the sign. You don’t ignore
a big flashing sign. Other schools have them, aren’t we worthy?
Thirdly, when I cross the road every day to get to school, the cars
go so fast it immediately puts my family, neighbours and friends
in danger as soon as we put a foot on that road. It is not an easy
road to cross so the sign won’t save just one person it will save
many.
These are my reason for why we need a flashing school zone sign.
Listen to us and save lives. Children’s safety matters, our families
and future matter hugely. We know that deep down you agree.
Please help us to gain children a safe path to cross.
We await your response.
By Sadie Garsed
On behalf of the students at Newstead Primary School

I hope I die before I get old! (Talkin’ ’bout my generation.)
I recently subscribed to a certain fruit branded music
streaming service, and as I nostalgically indulged in all
the songs and albums of my youth it occurred to me
that we have entered the decade in which most of our
Baby Boomer music idols will be leaving us forever.
Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr, Eric Clapton, Joni
Mitchell, Bob Dylan, Mick Jagger, Joan Baez, Jimmy
Page and Robert Plant, Crosby Stills Nash and Young,
Roger Daltrey (who[!] ironically sung the words in the
heading above) to name but a few - will be entering
their eighties or beyond.
So ahead of us are a succession of heartbreaking
losses. I personally will be devastated when Paul
McCartney goes - he has been a much admired and
respected figure in my life whose genius has given me
enormous pleasure over the decades.
I realise I’m speaking from the perspective of my own
generation (and probably through rose-coloured
glasses), but the sixties were a transformational period
for music in many ways. It was a time of optimism for
the future of the world - love, rebellion, anti-war, flower
power(!). What a pity that many so-called leaders of
the present who came from that period have
abandoned that ethos.
Music was a voice for our generation. Sure it was a
money making business, but I can’t help feeling that
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many artists were genuinely
dedicated to their craft for more
than sheer profit.
We can however console ourselves
that after the inevitable happens,
we will be able to enjoy those
wonderful creations for ever
more.
••••
Thinking about it,
I suppose all the above
ruminations
could
be
summed up by the Baby
Boomers’ usual refrain

“They don’t make music like they
used to.”

And of course today’s young
people will in fifty years be
bemoaning the demise of
their contemporaries such
as BTS, the Weeknd, Juice
Wrld, Blackpink, DaBaby
and Ariana Grande. Maybe.
Geoff Rye
0412 202 138

July 1921
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100 Years Ago
July 6 1921
Campbelltown has been isolated for so long a period that
is surprising not more than one attempt has been made to
obtain telephonic communication. As in numerous cases of
similar isolation, the next move would not be made until a
fatal delay in securing medical aid compelled the people to
demand this utility. No doubt the prolonged procrastination
has been due to the fact that motor cars have been
accessable in cases of serious accident or illness. Let the
residents sign the petition about to be forwarded to the PMG
imploring recognition of the absence of facilities for
communication at Campbelltown, and the introduction of the
telephone.
July 13 1921
The continual heavy frosts which have occurred during the
past two weeks have affected the growing crops in many
parts of the district in a very adverse manner, as the growth
has in some places turned quite brown. It can be noticed
along the Maldon road, through North Muckleford and
Walmer that the growing crops appear to be quite green and
fresh, so the frosts could not have been so severe in that
locality as in other parts of the district.
All hope of Newstead being provided with an electric
lighting scheme appears to have vanished.in the estimated
scale of cost £2,500 would be required for poles, wire, etc
[exclusive of engine], and as there a suction gas engine at
the present time costs over £2,000 it would be impossible to
launch a payable scheme with the limited number of
consumers. The estimated yearly receipts required from the
the sale of electricity would need to be £750, and as there
are only 60 to 70 consumers, together with the shire
council’s street lights, it would be impossible to bring the
movement to a successful issue at the present high cost of
materials. We learn on good authority that the directors of
the butter factory do not intend to install a suction gas plant
that now as the cost of firewood has receded.
A meeting of the Newstead Progress Association was
held in the Mechanics’ Hall on Thursday evening. The Rev
C J Graham (president) presided. A discussion took place in
connection with the extension of the Avenue of Honor, and it
was decided that the chairman and secretary be appointed
delegates to approach the Avenue of Honor committee with
this object in view. The eradication of thistles, and street
lighting was also dealt with, and the secretary was
instructed to write to the Shire Council and request that
body to take the necessary action to have thistles cut within
the town boundary, and that the street lamps be repaired
and lighted.
July 20 1921
Fencing Posts to be Sold by Auction
It having been decided to use sawn timber for the Soldiers
War Memorial fencing, the split posts now on the reserve
will be sold by auction on Wednesday, July 27, by Thomas
Morrow and Co, immediately after the stock sale. The
proceeds go to the memorial fund.

The Newstead Soldiers War Memorial Committee met on
Saturday night to discuss matters in connection with the
fencing of the reserve. It was decided to have the work
proceeded with at once, and Messrs F W Ellis and G
Jenkins were empowered to obtain the necessary material.
It was also decided that the front of the memorial would face
the railway line. The contactor has completed his work and
expects to have the memorial on site during the week.
At a meeting of the Newstead Soldiers Avenue of Honor
held on Saturday evening, it was decided to continue the
avenue towards Newstead to link up with the Soldiers
Memorial. The avenue will be continued between
Thompsons and Franzi’s paddocks and along the
Strangways road, turning at Slee’s corner. At a meeting of
the Newstead Progress Association held the previous week
it was decided to confer with the Avenue of Honor
Committee on the above proposal, and the Rev C J Graham
and Mr H S Rintoul attended as a deputation from the
Association in support of the movement.
CORRESPONDENCE [TO THE EDITOR]
SIR, -- On the road between Newstead and Guildford, in
front of Mr Leoni’s property, just before the road crosses the
railway line, there is a nasty angled corner, often under
water, that should be rounded off. It is stated that enough
ground was at one time under offer to the Council at a
reasonable rate to effect this improvement. The road would
then be on a curve and on higher ground. At the corner
there is a culvert which is anticipated will soon need
renewing and the money that this will take would purchase
the ground and make the culvert unnecessary. It is an ugly
corner, and its abolition would be a great boon to users of
Yours
the road.
July 27 1921
For the fortnight ending 23rd July, the Newstead Butter
Factory paid 1/11¼ per lb for the choicest butter fat, and
1/10¾ per lb for first grade. The output was twelve and a
quarter tons, which is an increase of over two tons on the
previous fortnight. Dairymen would do well to peruse the
company’s advertisement, and we have no hesitation in
stating that they cannot do better than send their cream to to
the local factory. The most up-to date machinery is installed,
and £14,165 has been returned to suppliers in the form of
cash bonuses.
The Methodist Church, Newstead, was crowded last
Wednesday evening when the Young People’s Guild met.
The item per syllabus was a debate “ Town versus Country.”
each team had 5 speakers. Considering that this was the
first attempt for most of the speakers, the speeches were
very fine, showing that the debaters had spent time in
preparation. Each speaker spoke for at least 6 minutes. The
large audience was very sympathetic and followed with
much interest the different arguments. The judges
expressed their admiration of the various speakers. … the
yellows won by 2. Messrs Barkla and Atherton moved a very
hearty vote of thanks to the judges The membership of the
guild now numbers129.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society
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Local Activities- July 2021
Sat

3

Bonsai workshop Lacey’s 12.30pm

Barry 0417 581 808

Sun

4

CFA training at fire station 9.15am

Doug 0427 762353

Wed

7

CHIRP Newstead Walking Group RTC 9.30am
CWA meeting NCC 10am

Fri

9

MDCB Community grants close

Sun

11

Landcare Working Bee Loddon River 9.30am

Tue

13

Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Thu

15

Landcare meeting, 4 Palmerston St 8pm

Sat

17

Newstead Live Cozy Concert NCC 2pm

Mon

19

ECHO Deadline

Sun

25

RN Community Solar Farm Gathering NCC 10am
Repair Café Castlemaine Community House 10am

Tue

27

Spinners Mechanics Hall 10am

Liza 5479 1000
Janet 54762437
Shannon 0478 435 110
Patrick 0437 663 345
Sally 0400 922 027
Patrick 0437 663 345
Kelly 0448 234 758

Phoebe 0438 318 926
Chris 5470 5508
Sally 0400 922 027

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Community Bus Regular Service

Wednesdays - Maryborough

RTC 5476 2360

Thursdays - Castlemaine
Hatha Yoga (not hols)
Golf Croquet
Scrapbooking
Tai Chi
Men’s Shed

Monday NCC 9.00am
Wednesday NCC 7 - 9.30pm
Monday Hilliers St 9.30am
First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Wendy 0490 064 084

Tuesday NCC 10am
Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm
Tuesday The Shed 8am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Friday Pool, fish n chips 6.30pm
Sunday The Shed 8am –1pm

Marcus 0468 732 271
Graeme 0418 723 196

Kerry 5476 2315
Jen 5476 2436

Newstead Echo Online
www.newsteadecho.org

Community Lunch

Wednesday Mechanics Hall 12.30pm

Cr Matt Driscoll

First Thursday RTC

Matt 0437 108 458

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

RTC 5476 2360

Anglican Church Service Second and fourth Sundays 11am

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre
5476 2360
Newstead Public Cemetery,
5476 2447
Newstead Police Station
5476 2250
Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy 5476 2203
Anglican Church
0407 245 951
Catholic Church
5476 2710
Newstead Country Store
5476 2252
N’stead Friendly Grocer And Bakery 5476 2400
Newstead Meat Supply
5476 2217
Enviroshop
5472 4160
Dig Café
5476 2744

New Boots
Crown Hotel
CFA
Primary School
Mens Shed
Community Garden
Historical Society
Arts Hub
CWA
Spinners
Bowls
Art Salon

Newstead Echo
Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org If this is not
possible a paper copy can be left at the
RTC by 4pm on or before the published
deadline. Contact name and phone
number must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will not
be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean. Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Frances Wade, Gayle Wallin and
Jennifer Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made possible
by the Mount Alexander Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.
500 copies are distributed throughout
retail outlets in the Newstead district by
the first of each month, except January.
Website hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed unless
it is party political, of an objectionable
nature, space constraints or considered
commercial advertising. Anonymous
articles will not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed 400
words. The committee accepts no
responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If you
would like to be added to this list email
Janet on jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

Anthony 0490 055 918

Rev Darcy 0407 245 951

0492 867 319
5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226
0418 723 196
0439 003 469
5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437
0407 806 004
.0400 931 347
.. 0408 507 882

• Photographs in colour.
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For new edi on no ca on, add your
email address to the no ca on list
CWA

Country Women’s Association

NAH

Newstead Arts Hub

NAS

Newstead Art Salon

NCC

Newstead Community Centre

NCG

Newstead Community Garden

NCL

Newstead Community Library

NDHS

New & District Historical Society

NPS

Newstead Primary School

NRR

Newstead Recreation Reserve

NRC+RR New. Racecourse Rec. Reserve
RTC

Rural Transaction Centre

