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Newstead CFA
Newstead Brigade Welcomes New Members
Newstead Fire Brigade has just recently had a boost to our
volunteer firefighting ranks with five new members signing up to
become operational firefighters. All members are new to the
Newstead community and saw joining the brigade as an
opportunity to not only get to know people in the area, but to give
something back to the community that has so warmly welcomed
them.
We welcome Kezia McClelland, Frazer McClelland, Scott Chaney,
Johnathon Chaney, and Hannah Chaney to the brigade. All
members have now completed their General Firefighter Skills
training and are currently, at the time of writing, waiting to
complete their assessment which will enable them to then
respond as operational members of the brigade. Hannah, the
youngest ever female member of the brigade, has had to wait until
her 16th birthday to join, but is hoping to complete her training
and assessment prior to the start of the 2022/23 Fire Danger
Period.
All five new members have daytime availability and work locally,
with Scott being one half of the team owning and running the
Newstead Country Store. Johnathon has his own business,
“Johno’s Tech Solutions” here in town while Hannah is still
attending high school at Maryborough Education Centre. Kezia
and Frazer live just out of town, but also have daytime availability
which is something that nearly every CFA Volunteer brigade
struggle with from time to time. The addition of the 5 new
members will strengthen our response capabilities and in turn
increase the level of protection and service we can provide to the
people of Newstead and Districts.
CFA General Firefighter Training, formerly known as Minimum Skills
Training, provides all new operational firefighters the basic skills
to start their journey as firefighters in a safe and effective way.
The course has evolved over the years and is now delivered as a

New Members L – R are: Frazer McClelland, Scott
Chaney, Johnathon Chaney, Kezia McClelland and
Hannah Chaney
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combination of online, self-paced theory modules supported by
local brigade in-house skills training and development, followed
by a consolidation and assessment session run by qualified CFA
Volunteer assessors. The process can take up to 6 months, but
as our five new members have shown, can be completed in as
little as 2-3, depending on your own drive and enthusiasm.
For more information about becoming a volunteer firefighter with
the CFA please check out the CFA website at
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/volunteers-careers/volunteer-with-cfa or
email the brigade at newsteadcfa@gmail.com

2022/23 Fire Danger Period
Newstead Brigade have had a quiet few months in the lead up to
the 2022/23 Fire Danger Period. Recent consistent rainfall has
meant the ground is very damp and vegetation has taken a lot
longer to dry out, or cure, than in previous years, however this is
and will continue to occur as we move into the hotter and drier
months of the year. November saw the brigade respond to one
incident, being a washaway after an accident on the Muckleford Ck
bridge. A notorious spot for single vehicle accidents. Fortunately,
no-one was seriously injured in the accident.
As the rains and the effects of La Nina slowly start to fade and the
summer approaches, we need to turn our attention to the
inevitability of fire during the summer period. It will happen, as it
does every year, but this year, because of the rain, there will be a
higher than usual grass fire risk so you need to act now to protect
your home and property. Mount Alexander Shire Council are giving
residents free access to dispose of green waste. For more
information about this contact the shire or visit their website.
Also by now you will probably have noticed the new Australian Fire
Danger Ratings System has been implemented. This is now a
national standard and consists of four levels plus a “no rating” level.
Those levels are:
MODERATE (green symbology) means most fires can be controlled.
You should PLAN and PREPARE.
HIGH (Yellow symbol) means fires can be dangerous. You should
be “Ready to Act”.
EXTREME (Orange symbol) means fires will spread quickly and be
extremely dangerous. You should take action now to protect your
life and property.
CATASTROPHIC (Red) means if a fire starts and takes hold, lives
are likely to be lost. For your survival, leave bushfire risk areas.
These ratings DO NOT indicate the likelihood of a fire starting, but
what a fire could be like IF one starts.
It is important to know what these ratings mean and what you
should do on days that these occur. More detailed information can
be found at www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/total-fire-bansfire-danger-ratings/about-fire-danger-ratings.
Please also remember that the brigades social media pages and
website are not manned and may not be updated during times of
local emergencies so you should have other sources of information
available to you such as local radio and the Vic Emergency App.
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Out From The Shadows
It’s been a good week for Painted Button-quail.
A cryptic species, at home in the box-ironbark, populations
fluctuate along with the seasons. This year I suspect we’ll see an
‘uptick’ in numbers as conditions are ideal for a successful and
extended breeding effort.

Painted Button-quail, Rise and Shine Bushland
Reserve, 11th November 2022

This week I’ve located birds in different parts of the Rise and Shine
Bushland Reserve. On both occasions they emerged from the
undergrowth as a tightly knit pair, a sign they are on their breeding
ground. Earlier during winter, I flushed individual Painted Buttonquail in the Mia Mia, and once a covey of three that rocketed off
in typical style from beneath my feet. Tell-tale ‘platelets’, saucershaped depressions created by their foraging activities, have been
found more regularly than usual.

and far-carrying ‘oom’ calls, uttered slowly at first and then
gradually quickening. Sexually dimorphic, the female is
significantly larger and more richly coloured than the male – a
large rufous shoulder patch the most immediately noticeable
difference.

When breeding the species is easiest to locate from its distinctive

Read more at Natural Newstead geoffpark.wordpress.com

Painted Button-quail are a declining woodland bird. Over the past
couple of decades there have been years when I didn’t record a
single observation. Hopefully that might be about to change.

Councillor’s Desk
Flood response update
Council staff are continuing to work through
the large volume of requests for assistance
following the storms in October. Teams are
working as fast as they can to re-open roads
that have been closed due to flooding but can
only do so after a safety assessment has been undertaken.
Signs are still in place at locations impacted by flooding, and we’d
appreciate it if you could continue to avoid those areas until our
crews have completed a safety check. As we continue to clean
up the shire following the severe weather events, we will keep you
updated on our progress.
Visit Council’s website
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/2022Floods for the latest
information on road closures, support payments, and more.
New Mayor and Deputy Mayor
The November Council meeting was an exciting one, with
Councillors electing Councillor Rosie Annear as the shire’s new
Mayor, and myself as Deputy Mayor.
Cr Annear is a capable and caring individual, and I have no doubt
she’ll do a fantastic job of leading our team of Councillors over
the next twelve months.
I am proud to be elected as Deputy Mayor, and I’ll do my best to
provide support to the Mayor whenever and however I can.
As Councillors, we work together as a team, with the one goal to
serve our community. I look forward to continuing to represent our
ward, and our community as Deputy Mayor.
Get active and fun at your local pool
The beginning of December marks the start of the outdoor
summer pool season.
The Newstead & District Swimming Pool Events Committee do a
fantastic job of working with Council and the YMCA on events and

activities at the local pool and they have some exciting things
planned for the summer season.
Aqua aerobics is on again at the pool, and the pool committee is
also staging a special community Christmas celebration during
December.
This event has been supported by Council through a Small-Town
Community Christmas Grant, which is really pleasing.
Events Grants awarded to 15 groups across the shire
Another way Council is working to support events in the
community is through our Events Grants Program.
We recently announced the recipients of the most recent round
of grants, and I’m pleased to say that 15 groups across the shire
will share in $34,000 in funding.
Some of the exciting initiatives include The Easter Engine Rally, a
family day out in Maldon involving some very cool engines, and
the Newstead Live Music Festival, which is always a great event.
We have such a creative and inclusive community in our shire,
and the diverse range of events on offer really brings everyone
together.
If you’re keen to put in an application for the next round, keep an
eye on our website and social media because applications will
open on 20th February.
Listening post
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday of each
month between 10.00am and 12.00pm. The next one is
scheduled for early next year as I’m away the first week of
December, but don’t forget that you can contact me via email at
loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or 0437 108 458. You
can also lodge a service request to Council at any time via the
home page on our website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au
Wishing everyone a safe and happy festive season.
Matthew Driscoll
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Newstead CWA
The AGM on Wednesday 2nd November started with a welcome
cuppa for the Group President Dallas Giles and our guest speaker.
The annual financial return was presented, we reflected on our
achievements for the year. Dallas oversaw the election of the new
committee. Rob Gargano, the Supported Independent Living and
Accommodation Services Manager, from AMICUS (managers of
the Lions McDonald Hill Respite House) gave an enlightening and
informative presentation. Questions from members were many
and varied.
Following lunch we moved to the November meeting with the new
treasurer, Heather Delmenico, reporting on our healthy financial
position and the success of a grant application through the RTC.
Catering for the Spring Fling at “Forest Edge”, preparing goodies
for the Newstead Market and our December breakup ensured a
full discussion before finishing with afternoon tea.
We hope you have enjoyed our events this year and again thank
you for helping our fundraising supporting women, children and
families locally, nationally and internationally.
Darryl O’Bryan • 5476 2339
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Newstead Live Music
Festival 2023
Is it really going to happen? Will there really be a Newstead Live
Music Festival in January…barely two months away?
You bet there will!
We’ve got a bunch of musos getting pretty excited by the return
of one of their favorite little festivals. The Newstead Football
Netball Club, Newstead Cricket Club, Recreation Reserve
Committee, Mens Shed, IGA Supermarket, The Country Store and
a swag of volunteers are all on board for this festival.
Live’n’Local will be back in front of the pool, but will take a break
on Sunday afternoon to hand over to the Pool Party.
In the lead-up to the Pool Party there will be a line-up in the street
featuring music and dress-ups in preparation for the Festival
Parade.
The Festival Village will be back in Panmure Street and feature
food and coffee vans. There will also be a market stall or two.
Come rain, hail or shine, but hopefully not too much of any –
Newstead Live Music Festival will kick off on January 20th at
6:00pm at The Troubadour, closely followed by performances at
the Community Centre at 6:30pm.
Kelly Skinner - Festival Director • 0448 234 758

Christmas is Coming

Spring Fling - Plain and Posh Hats

Anne, Cheryl and Ana

This news can bring mixed feelings
for many. This time of year, can be a
source of joy and celebration, but it
can also remind us of difficult times
and bring up challenging issues.
This year we will be hosting a Blue
Christmas service at All Saints’
Newstead on Wednesday 14th
December at 4pm. This is a church
service designed to be open and
inclusive to everyone. The Blue
Christmas service creates a
reflective and beautiful space where
all are welcome to sit in the
acknowledgment that this time of
year can be hard, to be encouraged
by one another’s presence, and to be reminded of the hope we
share.
We will also be singing carols and celebrating with the best of
them with our Christmas Eve service - 5pm at All Saints’
Newstead. This will be a family friendly atmosphere, there may
even be some dress ups. There is also an 11pm Christmas Eve
service and 10:30am Christmas Day service at Holy Trinity,
Maldon.
Every blessing to you over this Christmas season.
PS: On Sunday 22nd January, we have Kathy Dadd coming to
speak at our 11am service at All Saints’ Newstead. Kathy works
to translate the Bible with remote Indigenous communities in the
Northern Territory. She has lots of insights into the challenges of
translation and the wonders of the Aboriginal languages she is
learning. Come along to hear her speak and learn more about her
work.
Rev. Darcy Vaughan • 0407 245 951
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Scrapbooking
Thank You
Renewable Newstead Wants to Tell Its Story
Renewable Newstead is looking for someone to write its story.
Depending on how you count, it’s been somewhere between 10
and 15 years that local volunteers have been working to get a
solar farm built. The farm will enable the supply of 100%
renewable electricity to households in and around the town and
now construction has actually started!
If you haven’t been following progress, the solar farm is located
near the corner of Captains Gully Road and Clarke Lane, 3km west
of Newstead but, back to the call for a writer.
If you are interested in this job or know someone who might be
suitable, then look at the brief on the RN website
https://renewablenewstead.com.au/. This is a paid opportunity.
Jane Lean - Renewable Newstead • 0403 801 147

The Newstead Scrapbooking Ladies wish to
sincerely thank the RTC for their support in the
form of a grant enabling the purchase of an
electric Die Cut Machine replacing our well used and worn out
manual machine.
A Die Cut machine is used to cut out a variety of decorations for
cards and other creative projects. Being electrically operated it
will alleviate wear and tear on older hands and arms.
A very grateful thankyou to the RTC. A gentle reminder to all that
a variety of cards are available at the RTC for purchase for those
special occasions at very reasonable prices. All proceeds are
donated to cancer charities.
Jill Bant • 5476 2447

1946-2022 RAINFALL

As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
2022

190.2 mm
Fencing at the Solar Farm is now completed

742 pts

October 2022
AVERAGE
HIGHEST
54.6 mm
213 pts

190.2 mm
(2022)
742 pts

LOWEST
2 mm
(2006)
8 pts

November 2022 Rainfall up to 23rd 101.4 mm, 395 pts

2

Council
news
Cr Annear elected Mayor

Prepare for re danger period

Cr Rosie Annear was elected the new Mayor of
Mount Alexander Shire by Councillors for a oneyear term at the November meeting of Council.
Cr Matthew Driscoll was elected Deputy Mayor.
Read details at mountalexander.vic.gov.au/News.

Prepare for re danger period by clearing your
homes of green waste, creating an emergency
plan for you and your family, and downloading the
Emergency Management Victoria app.

Merry Christmas from Council
We always enjoy a merry Christmas in Mount
Alexander Shire, and this year we have lots
planned to spread the festive cheer.
Our small towns are celebrating big with BBQs,
picnics, live music, decorations, community events
and even a visit from Santa!
There are lots of ways to get involved. Find out
what’s on at mountalexander.vic.gov.au/News.

Find more information at emv.vic.gov.au and
mountalexander.vic.gov.au/News.

It’s time for your togs
As the weather warms up it’s time to pop on your
togs and get summer started with a splash.
Our outdoor swimming pools in Castlemaine,
Harcourt, Maldon and Newstead are now open.
Find out more at
mountalexanderpools.com.au.

Working together for a healthy, connected shire
mountalexander.vic.gov.au (03) 5471 1700
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The Divining Miss Jill
Meet Jill Bant - all-round good woman,
scrap-booker superb and active
community volunteer.
Now, if Jill has a business card,
undoubtedly it will list, in fine
copperplate
script,
these
activities
plus
two
‘occupations’:
• Secretary: Newstead Public
Cemetery Trust
• Dowser
Secretary needs no explanation,
but dowser? That’s one who
practices dowsing…a technique
employed in an attempt to locate
ground water, buried metals,
gravesites, etc., using metal rods, a
pendulum, or, as was the case in my callow
youth, a forked tree twig. We called it water divining.
But back to Jill’s two ‘occupations’. Both are inexorably linked.
When Jill first became the trust secretary in 2010 she was witness
to a dowser employed to search for any unmarked graves in a
particular spot in the cemetery. That spot having been nominated
as the place for a new grave.
That experience piqued her interest in dowsing and Jill
commissioned Bob, her hubby, to make a couple of divining rods.
Two old metal coat-hangers came in very handy and did the trick.
In due course, Jill travelled to Ballarat and upgraded from the
coat-hangers to professionally-made rods. These are L-shaped
rods which swing easily in handles…and they came with expert
instruction on their use, from the manufacturer.
Jill cited examples of her success as a dowser - identifying
unmarked graves in the Newstead Cemetery herself, which were
confirmed by the grave-digger. Similarly, at the Glengower
Cemetery she found unmarked graves and had her efforts
confirmed by Geophysics and their equipment.
Her neighbours are also thankful for her dowsing skills. Jill was
able to locate water pipes on their property.
So far so good, but now we enter the very contested arena –
sceptics versus believers. According to Wikipedia, the scientific
evidence is that dowsing is no more effective than random chance
and is therefore regarded as a pseudoscience.
That ‘contested arena’ arose at the Echo committee meeting in
October when Jill and Geoff Rye, the paper’s graphic designer (and
chief sceptic), fell into a discussion about Geoff’s unsuccessful
search for the septic tank on his property. That would be a sceptic
looking for a septic!
Septic tank…that was a new one for Jill. Anyway, both were up
for the challenge and Jill made the offer, to bring forth her dowsing
rods and locate the missing infrastructure. Geoff accepted.
The sun shone, dowsing rods were drawn and Jill did her thing.
She wandered an area purporting to harbour the septic tank. The
rods bounced in one particular spot and Jill declared that’s where
it lay. It remains for Geoff to dig deep to confirm success or
otherwise of Jill’s prowess as a dowser. We await with baited
breath.
[STOP PRESS: Geoff has dug around the area concerned and
found the earth so far to be as hard as rock. So watch this space
for developments!]
Gordon Dowell • 0467 586 881
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Open Days at the
RedShed
Recently the RedShed Arts Workshop
held a couple of open days - one for the
general community and another,
specifically for artists. Many people have
been curious as to what was/is happening at the Shed, and many
of you would have known that it is currently being turned into an
arts workshop, after being wonderfully renovated by VicTrack
through their contractors, BLR Provincial.

Both open days went off beautifully, with lots of people coming
through. Overwhelmingly, people were impressed by the space. It
was gratifying too, that people could now see the idea behind the
RedShed, as a real space with real equipment and a real vision.
It has been difficult to carry this idea forward for as long as we
have, simply as a concept. So, it has come with some relief for
us that we could present it, although currently incomplete…‘nuts
and bolts’ as it were.
Many of the artists who came through were genuinely excited by
the potential of the workshop and the program we hope to be
running from February next year.
A big thanks to
John V, ‘Dook’,
Peter
Sullivan,
Peter Howden and
Vincent Casey for
helping with the big
move. Thanks to
Vincent also for
giving us regular
use of his vacuum
print table, drying
racks and small exposure unit. And thanks to Tex Alchen, who has
hunted down some great equipment online, and for his truly useful
knowledge of screen printing.
A really big thanks to Steve Walter who has been wonderful to
work with, and without whose help I would not have been able to
achieve much of the interior build.
Anyone who is curious and didn’t see inside the Shed on the open
days, you are most welcome to pop in anytime someone is in
there working, and we’ll show you around.
Again, a big thank-you to the Community Bank Maldon and
District for all their support.
Bob Clutterbuck • 0427 662 685
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Welcome to our Smallest
Parishioner
Congratulations! The Anglican
church in Maldon and
Newstead is delighted with
the news of the birth in midSeptember of Mary Pearl
Daphne, the third daughter of
our parish priest, the Revd.
Darcy Vaughan and his wife
Philippa.
Mary is fortunate to have two
sisters, Frances and Violet,
Mary Pearl Daphne Vaughan
who are experienced in being
happy and active children and
who will be able to give her lots of useful tips on growing up. We
wish them all every happiness and thank God for their presence
in our parish and community.
Darcy took extended paternity leave - not very peaceful or relaxing
one might guess – and we welcomed the Revd Eddie Barkla once
again, to conduct our services.
Many will remember Eddie, who grew up here and attended All
Saints, Newstead with his family. Eddie now lives in Bendigo and
struck some challenging cirtcumstances as he ministered at
Newbridge, Inglewood, Maldon and Newstead during the floods.
He persisted when some roads were declared closed and found
all sorts of roundabout routes to get from one town to the next.
That was much appreciated by the parish.
Welcome back Darcy and family as we share the journey towards
Christmas, and then to greet 2023 with Newstead Live!
Julia Nutting • jules37@fastmail.com.au

Christmas in
Newstead
Christmas Lunch
Newstead Community Centre
Sunday 25th December, commencing at 1.00pm
All Welcome!
Contact Anthony on 0490 055 918 to book your seat.

Mass and Shared Meal at
St Anne’s Newstead
Don’t forget the reason for the season!
Everyone is invited to join the Catholic community of Newstead
for Mass and Christmas carols at 6pm on Sunday 11th December.
Mass will be at St Anne’s Catholic Church in Simpson Street, next
to Memorial Park. There will be a shared meal in the church
grounds following Mass.
If you’re able to bring some food or drink to share, that would be
great.
We hope to see you there.
George Ryan • 5476 2710
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Newstead Bowls Club
We would like to welcome some new players
to the club. “Benno” Bennett, Andrew
Minas, and Brian Daly. Big welcome and
thank you for your enthusiasm.
The season has started with the club now
putting forward teams in the two divisions
within the Goldfields region competition. So
far though we have not had great success.
Division 1 going down to Maryborough Golf and Highlands as well
as Dunolly. Division 2 has had equal ‘success’ in its three games.
Our practice is on Thursdays and will start about 5.00pm. If you
are new to town or just want to try lawn bowls, come on down
and join our practice for a hello, a bowl and a liquid. No experience
needed.
Graeme Lipback • 0400 931 347

Benno” Bennett measures
to see who has shot in our
game against Dunolly.

Stuart Cochrane waiting for
his skipper’s bowl.

Water Aerobics
Some things just click.
For me it was not going to the gym, or running. But whatever the
reason, water aerobics hit the spot. So, now I am going to try and
convince others out there, to discover it too.
As the weather improves, and after a day at work, there is nothing
better than flopping around in the outdoor pool and getting a bit
of exercise to boot.
Niki is our instructor and there is always something that has
happened to keep us amused in between a change of exercise.
One of the nicest aspects of the programme is the 6pm starttime… and how refreshing it is, after a hot stuffy work day.
If you are keen to give it a try, it happens four times a week around
the shire. Drop the kids off at one end of the pool and we have
the other end. The Mount Alexander Shire pools are slated to open
Saturday 3rd Dec. Water aerobics are scheduled for Newstead
Swimming Pool at 6pm on Wednesdays.
See you there. Graeme Lipback • 0400 931 347
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Historical Society
Well the floods didn’t prevent us from our planned excursion to
Plaistow on 15th October. There was a pleasing ‘roll up’ of
Historical Society members, plus a couple more members from
the community.
We sat around the open fire in the sitting room at Plaistow
devouring Lil’s delicious scones while Peter gave us some of the
history of the Joyce brothers, their settlement on Plaistow and the
history of the station as it evolved through the years.
We then toured the garden admiring the setting and the ‘water
views’ in front of the homestead.
Thank You Peter and Lil for sharing your time, your home, and its
history.
It was a lovely afternoon, much enjoyed by all.
Karys Fettling and Gordon Tonkin have joined the Society, we
welcome you, we hope you enjoy your time with us.
We haven’t organized any fundraiser competitions since pre covid,
so this year we have decided to run a competition for a Christmas
Hamper. Tickets will be available from Society members and from
the paper shop. Thank you Scott and Melissa for your help.
Hopefully we will be able to sell tickets one Saturday morning in
front of the shop as well.
Tickets will be $1 each and the competition will be drawn at the
General meeting Saturday 17th December. Meeting commences
at 2.00pm, afternoon tea at 3.00pm. Meeting will be a ‘show and
tell’ so bring along something of interest and tell us its story
Everyone welcome.
Joan Sartori, Secretary • 5476 2327
joan.sartori@bigpond.com.

Government
services – closer
than you think
A local service can provide access to Centrelink, Medicare and
other government programs and services. Newstead Rural
Transaction Centre is an Australian Government Agency of
Services Australia Access Point.
Using the provided computer, you can log in to your myGov
account and do your business on the spot.
There is a phone for you to access phone self service or speak to
a department service officer. If you would rather use your mobile
phone or tablet, they have got free Wi-Fi available 24/7.
You do not need a password so you can get online straight away.
You can also use the Wi-Fi to download and install the Express
Plus mobile apps.
The morning volunteer staff can certify your identity documents
for you. (Mon – Fri : 9am to 1pm)
There are brochures available about the many services offered by
Services Australia.
So next time you need to do some government business, drop
into the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre.
Opening hours:- Monday – Friday 9am to 5pm at 45 Lyons
Street, Newstead. Ph 5476 2360
Sue Culvenor, President RTC Committee • 0409 323 844

COMMUNITY BUSH WALK
Thursday 8 December 2022 5.00 pm
Come and enjoy an evening stroll in the Muckleford
Bushland
• Meet at the BBQ area, Rotunda Park
• BYO drink, snack, sunscreen, first aid kit
• Moderate level of fitness required.
• Route will be on gravel roads and tracks
• Distance will be approx 6-7 kms
• Cancelled if it is a Code Red Day
For more information please contact Jen 0438 568 736
An initiative of Newstead Walks and Wheels

CMRT Feasibility Study
Underway
The feasibility study for the trail started this month.
The consulting team was selected from three bids which followed
a call by public tender. The selection panel was composed of
representatives from Castlemaine Maryborough Rail Trail (CMRT)
Committee, Central Goldfields Shire Council and Mt Alexander
Shire Council.
The consulting team is comprised of urban and trail planners,
tourism economists, and engineers. They have worked on other
trails including West Tamar in Tasmania, Melbourne's eastern
suburbs, Yarra Ranges and on other projects in our region.
The team will consult with the community and traverse the trail
path over the next 3-4 months gathering facts and opinions.
More info at: https://cmrailtrail.org.au/experts-start-soon-on-trailstudy/
A blog post on CMRT's website about the consultants, their work
and the project timeline is expected in the next week or so, once
some contract formalities have been completed.
Greg James

On Visiting Newstead Cemetery
After visiting the Newstead Cemetery on 8th November, I was very
sad to see how it’s been neglected, with no spraying in between
graves and not being looked after.
Hopefully you may be able to get some work done to make it a
nice place for people to visit their loved ones.
Val Tangey • 0407 508 642
Dear ECHO Reader,
This edition of the Newstead Echo has been made possible
by the generosity of the Newstead RTC, the Maldon &
District Community Bank, Mount Alexander Shire and by our
local community. We thank you for your support.
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Newstead Spinners
Another year over and it has been so good to
be able to once again have ‘normal’ and regular
gatherings, to get back to sharing and learning,
to connecting with fibre and fun as we settled
into our routine.
And looking back, 2022 has been an eventful year.
Our April activity was creating a ‘fibre sandwich’, and in May we
had a wonderful ‘Taster Experience’ with creative Cathy Tobin, our
local Gypsy Weaver. Cathy introduced our group to her philosophy
of weaving with repurposed textiles to create fabric, slow fashion
clothing and toys. She brought along four of her Saori looms so
we could all ‘have a go’.
The whole month of June saw the Spinners at the Arts Hub with
our exhibition ‘Fibre to Fabric and Beyond. This was a celebration
of creativity and community with a wide range of textile work
created by our talented members on display and for sale.
Demonstrations of spinning, weaving, dyeing, fibre preparation
and felting took place and our new Facebook page was set up.
July was the Sheep and Wool Show in Bendigo which was
fortunately not cancelled this year, and gave members an
opportunity to sell their lovely stuff. Meanwhile, our busy weaving
group took on the challenge to make an article of clothing and
this has resulted in experimentation with creating an ‘origami
jacket’ from a piece of their own weaving.
In September, we had a workshop run by Suzan, making small
colourful felt balls to put together as a necklace.
Three of our Life Members have had memorable birthdays this
year: Linda turned 98, Dot turned 99 and Beth turned 89. All are
still happily enjoying the company of the group and find pleasure
in working with fibre.
We now have a new library ‘cupboard’ and some inspiring new
books, made possible with a Community Grant from the RTC,
obtained early this year.
Some of us went on an excursion to Cloverleaf Corriedale Stud
‘Farm Open Day’ in November and a dyeing day using indigo and
eucalyptus was our last activity for the year. Our Christmas lunch
in December will be our final get together for 2022.
In the meantime, we are all busy enjoying our various crafts. Many
new members have joined this year. As one member put it:
‘Spinning is like a lost trade and it’s so good to see so many
people keeping the skills going, and newcomers keen to try’.
We begin again in January and welcome all who would like to
come, share and learn.
Happy Xmas to all and a productive and enjoyable 2023.
Karen Baker
Contacts: Sally Weis (President) • 0400 922 027
Anja Tuseck (Secretary) • 0407 806 004

Newstead Landcare Group
Wetlands presentation
Wetlands are remarkable
and essential ecosystems
across the world. In Victoria
they have suffered great
damage since Europeans
arrived
here.
In
his
presentation
to
an
Bayes
Elaine
and
Damien Cook
impressive audience of 80,
- Directors of Wetlands Revival
Trust by Patrick Kavanagh
Damien Cook of the
Wetlands
Revival
Trust
explained all of the services wetlands provided, including their
benefits to agriculture, biodiversity and culture. He also laid out
what has caused their dramatic decline since the 1830s. One of
the major damaging factors has been rising water tables, but the
millienium drought and subsequent efficiencies in water use have
kept the water table low in Northern Victoria and this has created
opportunities for reviving wetlands in the area.
In an era of quite bleak environmental news, Damien showed us
a glimpse of hope and recovery with the progress in restoring
wetlands in the Kerang area. The Wetlands Revival Trust is working
with Wemba Wemba and Barapa Barapa traditional owners,
landholders, government agencies and community groups to
revegetate damaged wetlands across this Ramsar-listed region of
international significance. It was exciting to see the impact
indigenous work crews have had on the vegetation in the
wetlands, restoring River Red Gum and Black Box tree cover and
some rare understorey species propagated by Newstead’s own
Frances Cincotta. Damien’s story of the return of endangered
Growling
Grass
Frogs,
a
variety
of
Growling Grass Frog by Damien Cook.
native fish and
development
of
habitat
for
endangered
Australian Bitterns
was truly inspiring.
He also relayed the
great news that the
trust now has the
funds to buy and
manage the superb Wirra-Lo wetlands between Kerang and Swan
Hill.
The audience made generous donations to the Trust at the
presentation and we raised over $300 to help the Trust’s work.
For more information and to donate visit the Trust’s web site
wetlandrevivaltrust.org.
It was quite a tonic to have some good news in a time that seems
full of grim stories.
Thanks to Maldon Community Bank
Many thanks to the wonderful Maldon Community Bank for a
$500 grant to help repair the fencing around our plantings beside
the Loddon on Cemetery Road. There was less damage than we
feared, with many of our small, fenced areas quite intact. Some
however were buried in debris and the Bank’s grant will help us
replace the fencing and plants affected.
Patrick Kavanagh • 0437 663 345
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Looking Forward
to 2023
2022 has been a busy year at The Shed. After the Covid Years,
the men really appreciated the opportunity to once again meet
their mates a couple of times a week, get back into making
projects for our community and families and undertake some
fundraising activities.

DECEMBER 2022/JANUARY 2023

Shed Members are looking forward to our main fund raising
activity of the year when Newstead Live Music Festival comes to
town in January. During the festival we will be providing Barbeque
Breakfast and Lunches in front of the Shed in Lyons Street.
Sausages of course, but backed up with Bacon N Egg Rolls and
BBQ Burgers. Don Smallgoods are supporting us with product
donations. You won’t be able to miss us as we are setting up our
big Blue Marquee and seating in front of the old Fire Station. As
well as the BBQ we will be displaying many of our normal timber
and metal items hand made by Shed Members.
The Newstead Men’s Shed supports our local community by
providing a practical and engaging space for men to connect,
socialise and learn new skills working together on projects that
support local residents, the community and particularly local
schools and other community groups.
We are always ready to welcome new members. If you would like
to find out more; drop in for a chat when you see our Open sign
out or contact us through our web site or Facebook page or simply
call our secretary.
Graeme Lees, Secretary • 0418 723 196

RTC News

There have been many highlights during the year. The best news
we had was the success of our grant from Vic Government to build
an extension to our workshop shed and this will become reality
early in 2023. Our efforts at fund raising have contributed to our
building fund with the usual sausage sizzles and the sale of our
signature picnic tables and garden furniture.
Our Shed currently has around 33 members, many of whom aren’t
tradespeople, and would simply like to get together for a cuppa
and a chat. The extension will allow us to cater to this and provide
a space for them to sit and connect. We realised that many of our
members are limited with technology and with the increased
space we can have a dedicated area to put IT equipment and run
training on emailing, digital phone use etc.
Recently all the members and their partners enjoyed a fantastic
Melbourne Cup Luncheon where a very good time was had by all,
great food provided by catering from Newstead Country Store,
great horsey fun culminating in a much participated auction of
donated items. By popular acclaim this event will be repeated in
2023.
Shed Members would like to make an acknowledgement to
Shannon’s Bridge, a local charity organisation that works at
connecting patients and families with services to help with home
based care at end of life. They have assisted several members
and their partners over the past few years with support and advice
on aged care initiatives and end of life issues particularly with stay
at home care support. Jeremy and Claire are wonderful people
who are keen to support Men’s Sheds in local communities.
Recently our Shed made and donated a garden bench to their
End Of Life Hub in Creswick as thanks for this support to our
members.

Christmas & New Year opening hours
Friday 23rd December
9am to 1pm
Wednesday 28th December
9am to 1pm
Thursday 29th December
9am to 1pm
Friday 30th December
9am to 1pm
• The Services Australia Access Point will be available during
these opening times.
• The Bendigo Bank will be open on Wednesday 28th and
Thursday 29th December.
• The Laundromat will continue to operate 24/7.
• The RTC will be closed on the public holidays.
Normal opening hours - 9.00am to 5.00pm - will resume on
Tuesday 3rd January 2023.
AGM
The Office Bearers and Committee elected at the November AGM
of the RTC are:
President
Sue Culvenor
Vice President
Jenny Lacey
Secretary
Anne Vleugel
Treasurer
Mark Pearse
Committee
Vicki Burnside
Committee
Garry Wallin
Newstead Live Weekend
The RTC will be open during the Newstead Live Weekend.
A Book sale and Op Shop sale will occur during the weekend.
The RTC bus will operate a shuttle service between venues.
Volunteers
The RTC is still seeking volunteers for duty officers and bus drivers.
If anyone is interested please leave your details at the RTC or
contact any of the Committee members for further information.
The RTC Committee and Volunteers wish everyone a happy and
safe Christmas and New Year and thank the community for their
patronage during 2022. We look forward to your continued
support in 2023.
Sue Culvenor, President • 5476 2360
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Newstead Golf
Croquet Club
A wet spring and
garlic
for
Christmas!
How have your
gardens been going
with the rains and
bonus flooding? If
you’re like me, you
might be having
black spot and
other random fungal
issues with your
plants. I’ve been
establishing a new
garden in Newstead
and trying to do it
without
any
chemical sprays,
particularly in the
veggie garden. So
as a new member
of the Newstead
Community Garden,
I’m really happy to
be learning about
compost, organic
and
biodynamic
methods. It’s quite
a journey and I’m not able to replicate everything at home, but
the hands-on compost building workshop got me off to a good
start. Also I enjoy just hanging around the experienced gardeners
seeing what veggies they grow in this climate. It’s got me building
my own big compost piles at home, and also experimenting with
aerated compost tea as an alternative to anti-fungal sprays. It’s a
work in progress, but I’m motivated to keep going! Thanks to the
experienced gardeners for sharing their knowledge with the newer
gardeners.
Organic garlic plaits available for Christmas gifts
The annual Newstead Community Garden garlic harvest is one of
our major annual fundraisers to help us with the costs of running
the garden. For example, in the last year we’ve had repairs to our
water tank (roof fell in!) and electric pumps that bring the bore
water to the garden (pumps don’t like floods!).
So just in time for Christmas, we’ll be selling our organic garlic
plaits outside the Newstead Country Store on Saturday 17th
December, from 9.00am ’til around 11.00am or until sold out.
Who wouldn’t love an organic garlic plait for Christmas? They are
expertly grown, harvested, dried and plaited to ensure you’ll have
garlic on hand for many months to come. Buy local and support
your community garden. We’d be happy to also chat to any
potential new members and answer any questions you might
have.
Garlic orders: you can place an order for collection on the 17th
Dec by texting Shana Rowe on 0457 496 864. Depending on
size and weight, plaits will costs from $25 to $50. And this year’s
bulbs are looking…. BIG!
Sarah Lambert • 0438 213 726

We wish to acknowledge
the RTC for their grant to us
for refurbishing our toilet
walls and roof. Not only will
this grant benefit our
regular players but we will
feel much more confident
to invite visitors to have a
game. Thank you RTC for
your support of our club.
We play every Monday
morning, as long as the
weather is reasonably fine,
between 10am and 12
noon at 5 Hillier St,
Newstead opposite the
Bowling Club.
We welcome anyone who
wishes to visit and have a go at this intriguing and amusing game.
Croquet is gentle exercise, tactical and sociable.
Visitors are always welcome to come and watch or, better still,
have a go.
The centenary of the club approaches in 2024. If anyone in the
Newstead area can assist us with any aspects of the club’s history
we would be pleased to know.
Kerry 5476 2315 or Jan 0414 526 769

What’s Cookin’ at Newstead
Post Office-Pharmacy
On a recent trip to the Post
Office, I asked Josh Riggall if he
was the new pharmacist? He
responded, “Yes”, but was
emphatic that he didn’t wear a
white coat, the traditional
‘trademark’
of
practicing
pharmacists. Josh didn’t want
to be mistaken as a chef! He’s
a dispenser of pills, not pizzas.
After four years of study at
Bendigo Campus, La Trobe
University, Josh graduated as a
pharmacist in 2017.
Josh and wife Lauren
Josh is just three weeks into his
new gig at the Newstead Post
Office-Pharmacy. That follows two and a half years at Mediconsul
Pharmacy Rushworth. It’s all been a bit of a blur…“The good thing
about work is, the weeks all meld into one,” he said.
For Josh, it’s a daily commute from Bendigo where he lives with
his wife and two Labradors. ‘It’s a piece of cake’ compared to the
drive to Rushworth.
Customers at the Post Office-Pharmacy are assured of a cheery
welcome from Josh…and if time permits, a chat about cricket or
sport in general.
Gordon Dowell • 0467 586 881
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Newstead Primary
School News
What a year it has been at Newstead Primary School! 2022 has
seen the school community come back together to enjoy many of
the events and programs that were missed in previous years of
COVID. Students loved the opportunity to head back to school
camps, attend excursions and sporting events. We were able to
invite families and visitors back into the classroom including the
much anticipated return of the Grandparents and Friends Day.

DECEMBER 2022/JANUARY 2023

2023 - exciting new chapter
By mid 2023 we are expecting to have a completed interior
refurbishment and a number of new outdoor additions such as a
large outdoor learning space, shade sails and basketball court.
We also have strong enrolment numbers. If you are interested in
enrolling your child for 2023 please do so as soon as possible to
help us with grade allocations and rooms. Contact the school on
5476 2226 or email: Newstead.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Most of all we were able to watch our students thrive academically
and socially. Three students were nominated for participating in
the High Ability Course with Sesi, Olive and Lewis being selected
for their outstanding writing ability. Only 3% of the students across
Victoria in grade 5/6 are selected each year.
Students in Grades 3 & 5 had standout results in NAPLAN with
our students, overall, well above the state average and other
similar schools based on size, rurality, and family socio-economic
situations. We had several representatives that made their way to
the Loddon Mallee Athletics Sports and Cross Country in Bendigo.
2022 also saw the return of our Whole School Choir and being
able to perform for our families and friends. Our art work has also
been able to be displayed at the RTC for everyone to enjoy.
This was the first year we were able to offer a Before and After
School Care Program – Our Patch to our school families. From the
feedback from students, it has been a highlight of the year to
participate in the Our Patch program.

New classroom refurb original building

Chad and grandparents

Our capital works project began with the school starting the
process of a complete refurbishment. The builders have
completed the upgrades to the toilets and are now adapting our
old staffroom and library to be a large classroom in the original
school building. In the coming weeks they will also convert the
‘Green’ room into the new staffroom and meeting room space.
School Council were also able to complete a refurbishment of the
old portable into a new Library Music Room. The new space allows
for the library to have the flexibility to be open during play times.
Thank you to school and wider community for their generous
donations and fundraising efforts to make this new space
achievable.

Izzy, Jean & Pacey at
Ballarat Wildlife Park
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Jetta and grandparents

Will science experiment
- slime

Meg and her Science
Experiment
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Community Bank scholarships
close December 18th
Community Bank Maldon & District is pleased to be offering four
scholarships in 2023 worth $2,000 each. The purpose of each
scholarship is to support students in the Maldon, Newstead,
Harcourt, Dunolly and Mount Alexander districts for new or
ongoing studies in 2023. Eligibility also includes students who
attended a secondary school in this region.
Scholarships are awarded to cover costs associated with
education, such as course fees, rent, purchasing computers,
books, equipment or other resources associated with your
course/training.
Community Bank Maldon & District Branch manager Paul
Simmons said ‘it’s fantastic that we can offer more scholarships
to encourage applications from all types of students, and not just
those who take the traditional university path. It's important to us
to include other areas that matter such as TAFE and traineeships,
helping people with agriculture training programs and encouraging
and supporting further study for indigenous students’.
Further information is available on the Community Bank’s website
and includes the application forms and detailed guidelines with
further information on eligibility criteria.
Otherwise, to chat about the program in further detail, please
contact Executive Officer Shannon Burdeu on 0478 435 110 or
executiveofficer@mdcb.com.au

Olive and her artwork

Some of the 2022 scholarships recipients pictured with Paul
Simmons, Branch Manager and Shannon Burdeu, Executive Officer

Newstead Events Pool Committee
Launch their Summer Series of Fun!

Kellie from the IGA supermarket Newstead
embracing Halloween.

Newstead Events Pool Committee hosted their AGM on Thursday 27th
October with a fantastic turnout of volunteers and members.
With a renewed sense of enthusiasm and excitement for the pool’s
summer season, the committee is thrilled to announce it will be
hosting five live music performances and additional fundraising events
from December through to March.
The live music taking place at the pool will continue to support local
musicians based around Newstead and Mt Alexander Shire. In
addition, the committee was also successful in gaining a grant from
Mt Alexander Shire for $1000 to go towards an Annual Christmas
event, which will focus on local children. A petting zoo, kids party food
and hopefully Santa may even make an appearance.
For final dates for 2022/23 summer events season at the pool, do
follow our social media presence, or look out for posters that will be
dotted around the town.
Gemma Holden gemsie.holden@googlemail.com
Newstead Events Pool Committee
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Instrument Makers Gallery at
the Arts Hub
@ The Hub
Coming up over the Christmas New Year period at the HUB we
have some beautiful exhibitions with Chris Johnston & John Smith
in December, then the Instruments Makers Gallery in January
followed by an exciting exhibition by Jinette de Gooijer. And we are
calling for entries in our Sculpture Prize.
‘It’s a Small World’ Sculpture Prize 2023
The Hub is excited to be running a sculpture prize and exhibition
in 2023 for small sculptural works. Exhibition dates: 18th March
- 9th April 2023. Part of the Castlemaine State Festival. Both
established and emerging artists are invited to enter. Entries are
now open and close on 1st December 2022. For full details and
the Entry form, head to the What’s On page of our website. We
acknowledge the support from our partners Community Bank
Maldon and District.
Earthwork - Artists John
Smith & Chris Johnston
Opening: Sat 3rd December.
2.00pm – all welcome
Weekends: Sat & Sun, 3rd-18th
Dec, 2022, 10.00am-4.00pm.
Other times by appointment.
Earthwork
celebrates
the
materiality of earth and the
evocation of place through a
series of paintings by John
Smith juxtaposed with Chris
Johnston’s ceramics. Both use earth as the foundation for their
art.
Instrument Makers Gallery
Sat to Mon 21st-23rd January, 2023.
Come and meet the makers of beautiful hand-crafted instruments
at the Arts Hub: part of Newstead Live 2023.
‘The Nature of Seasons’ - Jinette de Gooijer
Weekends 28th Jan - 19th Feb 2023, 10.00am-4.00pm.
Jinette de Gooijer is a
local artist who works
with a variety of media
to make striking visual
artworks. Jinette will be
exhibiting
at
the
Newstead Arts Hub
28th
January-19th
February 2023 on the
theme of The Nature of
Seasons based on observations of the bush environment where
she lives in Walmer.
Expressions of Interest - exhibitions, workshops & events
2023
We welcome proposals for workshops, exhibitions & events,
including ideas for activities that you’d like to see us host.
Complete our simple Expression of Interest form on the What’s
On page of our website. Still some spots available.
See What’s On at www.newsteadartshub.org for full details on all
events, workshops & tickets; join our mailing list; or contact us at
info@newsteadartshub.org.
Contact Jen Diver • 0411 077 217 Newstead Arts Hub

The Arts Hub will host a brilliant array of musical instrument
makers during Newstead Live 2023. A chance to see and hear
some of the most skilfully crafted instruments around, and to talk
to the makers about their craft. A perfect opportunity to buy a
unique and beautiful instrument.
Look out for Made & Played performances each day at the Hub
to hear Newstead Live performers and the instrument makers
showcase the qualities of these fabulous instruments.
In 2023, the Hub is hosting ten makers: guitar makers Geoff
Doube, Jack Spira, Phil Carson Crickmore, Roderick Octigan;
David Aumann – ukuleles, guitars, mandolins; Greg McKinnon –
cigar box guitars; Ray Black - banjos & mandolins; Joe Gallacher
– guitars, mandolins & Irish bouzoukis; Mark Aspland– Cajun
percussion; and Jeff Wilmot –clay ocarinas. For more on each
maker, check out their profiles on the Newstead Arts Hub website:
newsteadartshub.org
Jump on the Festival bus and cruise over to the Hub during
Newstead Live: the Instrument makers Gallery is open Sat 21st &
Sun 22nd Jan, 10.00am-5.00pm, and Mon 23rd Jan 10.00am3.00pm. Free, all welcome.
Chris Johnston • 0418 512 471

December 1922 January 1923

The Echo

PAGE
15
Page

11

100 Years Ago
December 6 1922
The annual Hospital Sunday gathering took place on
Sunday. The weather was all that could be desired for the
occasion. The local Brass Band, under Bandmaster
Rasmussen, gave a splendid programme of music which
was much appreciated. There was no choir on this
occasion, community singing being introduced, but the
innovation was not as successful as it should have been.
Singers, in most cases, thought more of talking and
parading to show off their new finery which is always so
much in evidence at this annual gathering. Mr E A Rowe
presided, and the speakers were Hon D McLeod, Capt
Morley, and Rev C J Graham, each delivering interesting
addresses, the total amount received from the collection
and sale of badges was £53/0/0½ as against £54/6 last
year.
December 13 1922
The Penny Savings Bank scheme at the Newstead State
School is very popular with the Children. During the past
nine months fifty two pupils have become depositors and
they have £70 to their credit
The Echo will not be published on Wednesday,
December 28. Our next issue will be published on the 20th
inst, and the following one on the 3rd January .
December 20 1922
The Xmas Fete and Exhibition of work in connection with
the Newstead State School which took place in the local
Mechanics’ Hall on Saturday was well attended. The hoopla, stalls, Xmas tree, etc., were well patronised by the
children, and they all spent a most enjoyable time, The
stalls and tea rooms were kept busy and practically all the
goods were disposed of .

January 3 1923
Gymkhana - Great Success – Admission Receipts Total £80
Despite inclement weather, cold bleak winds and heavy
showers, the Gymkhana organized by the Newstead and
District Progress Association, proved an unqualified
success, and the untiring efforts of the energetic officials
and committee were rewarded by the knowledge that all
arrangements were carried out smoothly, - without a hitch –
every worker doing his share, and the general public were
treated to an interesting and well contested programme of
sporting events. … It is intended that the event will be an
annual one, and if favored with fine weather there is no
doubt that next year’s event will be eagerly awaited. The
horse events proved very interesting, good fields faced the
starter, and the contests were keen. Much interest was
caused in the mounted potato race.

BALL – A record day’s enjoyment was brought to a close by
a grand plain & fancy ball which took place in the
Mechanics Hall. Shortly after 8 pm lovers of terpsichorean
art began to arrive, and by 9 o’clock the building was
packed, a number of dancers being compelled to find
seating accommodation outside the hall at the conclusion of
each dance. The stage was packed by enthusiastic
onlookers. The supply of admission tickets was soon
exhausted–so readily were sales effected-and when the
returns were counted it was found that the record sum of
£30 had been taken making a grand total of £80 for
admission to the ball and gymkhana. … A sumptuous
supper was handed round at midnight, and the delectable
viands were appreciated by the large assemblage. The
association members worked most assiduously for the
success of the function, and it is pleased for us to state that
their efforts were crowned with success.
The monthly meeting of the Newstead Mechanics’ Hall
committee was held on Thursday, 21st ulto. It was decided
to have minor repairs effected to the hall, and the secretary
was instructed to purchase a new tablecloth for the hall
table. The unsatisfactory lighting service was again brought
forward and the proposal to install a “Gloria lighting plant
was discussed, but definite action was postponed. The
secretary was instructed to write to council and ask that a
reduction in the cost of gas be made.
January 10 1923
Vaughan - the village of the mineral springs – with its
permanent population of four adult white people and one
old Chinaman, has been quite lively during the holidays.
Besides a large number of visitors to the springs every day,
there has been about 16 metropolitan visitors who have
leased the big stone house known as Roger’s Post Office
and renovated by Mr E Carter, Auctioneer, of Castlemaine.
That rather remarkable personage -John Chinaman who is
the last survivor of the numerous Celestials who once
inhabited Vaughan, has been in clover owing to the
numerous gifts of eatables and good things received from
the kindly disposed metropolitan visitors.
January 24 1923
Heavy colds, and other complaints are very prevalent
throughout the district, owing to the very unseasonal
weather we have been experiencing. On Thursday last the
weather was quite suitable for a winter month, & overcoats
and scarves were once more in demand.
Newstead Races – Successful Meeting

The Newstead races were held on Wednesday. A record
crowd was present and good fields were the order of the day.
Visiting patrons of the turf spoke in glowing terms of the up-todate manner in which the meeting was conducted. Whereever
one mingled amongst the visitors you could hear
complimentary remarks passed. The starters. Messrs H Slee
and R Butler, lost no time getting the fields away and excellent
despatches were the order of the day. One leading official in
the racing world spoke of the excellent starts, and concluded
his remarks by saying he had never witnessed better. This is
most encouraging to the club, and it is safe to predict that
future meetings will be as successful [if not better] than the one
just concluded.
The racing was most interesting, 40 horses taking part
in the six events. Over 70 members tickets were sold, and the
gate receipts totalled £93/5/ (outside reserve £32, and
grandstand enclosure £63/9/).

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society
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Local Activities - December 2022/January 2023
Date

Activity

Newstead Echo

Time

Contact

December
Sat 3
Arts Hub Exhibition ‘Earthwork’ opening
Weekends 3rd–18th

2pm
10am-4pm

Jen 0411 077 217

Thu 8

Country Bush Walk from Rotunda Park

5pm

Jen 0438 568 736

Sun 11

Mass and shared meal St Anne’s

6pm

George 5476 2710

Wed 14

Blue Christmas service Anglican

4pm

Darcy 0407 245 951

Sat 17

N&DHS general meeting and Show and tell 2pm

Sat 24

Christmas Carol Service Anglican

5pm

Darcy 0407 245 951

Sun 25

Christmas Lunch NCC

1pm

Anthony 0490 055 918

Tue 17

Spinners Mechanics’ Hall

10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Wed 18

ECHO DEADLINE

Joan 5476 2327

January

Sun 29

Repair Café C’maine Community House

10am

Chris 5470 5508

Tue 31

Spinners Mechanics’ Hall

10am

Sally 0400 922 027

From Friday 20 Newstead Live Music Festival

Kelly 0490 234 758

Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org.
If this is not possible a paper copy
can be left at the RTC by 4pm on or
before the published deadline.
Contact name and phone number
must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean, Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker and Gayle Wallin .
The printing of the Echo is made
possible by the Mount Alexander
Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.

Weekly Activities
Activity
Community Bus Regular Service

Details
Contact
Wednesdays - Maryborough
RTC 5476 2360
Thursdays - Castlemaine
Hatha Yoga (not hols)
Monday NCC 9.00am
Wendy 0490 064 084
Wednesday NCC 7.00pm - 9.30pm
Golf Croquet
Monday Hilliers St 9.30am
Kerry 5476 2315
Scrapbooking
First and third Mondays, RTC 11am
Jen 5476 2436
Mens Shed
Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm
Graeme 0418 723 196
Tuesday The Shed 9am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Sunday The Shed 8am – 12 noon
Tai Chi
Thursdays Mechanics Hall 9.30am
Jan 0438 762 202
Cr Matt Driscoll
First Thursday RTC 10am - 12 noon
Matt 0437 108 458
Library Book Covering
Friday RTC 9.30am
RTC 5476 2360
Anglican Church Service
Second and fourth Sundays 11am Rev Darcy 0407 245 951
Catholic Church Newstead
Second Sunday 6pm
George 5476 2710
Sandon Fourth Sunday 6pm
George 5476 2710
Community Garden
Tue 10am
newsteadgarden@gmail.com
Sun 10am
Acoustic Music Session Mechanics’ Hall 2nd and 4th Sundays
Kelly 0448 234 758
Newstead Chorus
Wednesdays 7.30pm- 16 Lyons St.
Jen 0438 002 722
Women of Song
NCC 1pm Fridays
Judy 0419 887 595
Water Aerobics Wednesday
Newstead pool 6pm
Graeme 0400 931 347
Bowls Practice
Thursdays 5pm
Graeme 0400 931 347

5476 2360
5476 2447
5476 2250
5476 2203
0407 245 951
5476 2710
5476 2252
5476 2400
5476 2217
5472 4160
5476 2744

All relevant material will be printed
unless it is party political, of an
objectionable nature, space
constraints or considered commercial
advertising. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed
400 words. The committee accepts
no responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If
you would like to be added to this list
email Janet on jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

NEWSTEAD ECHO ONLINE
www.newsteadecho.org

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre
Newstead Public Cemetery
Newstead Police Station
Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy
Anglican Church
Catholic Church
Newstead Country Store
N’stead Friendly Grocer & Bakery
Newstead Meat Supply
Enviroshop
Dig Café

500 copies are distributed
throughout retail outlets in the
Newstead district by the first of each
month, except January. Website
hosting Ian Sherwell.

Crown Hotel
CFA
Primary School
Mens Shed
Community Garden
Historical Society
Arts Hub
CWA
Spinners
Bowls
RedShed

5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226
0418 723 196
0417 169 477
5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437
0407 806 004
0400 931 347
0408 507 882

LEGEND
• CWA: Country Women’s Association • NAH: Newstead Arts Hub • NAS: Newstead Art Salon • NBC Newstead Bowls Club
• NCC: Newstead Community Centre • NCG: Newstead Community Garden • NCL: Newstead Community Library
• NDHS: Newstead & District Historical Society • NPS: Newstead Primary School • NRR: Newstead Recreation Reserve
• NRC+RR: Newstead Racecourse Recreation Reserve • RTC: Rural Transaction Centre

• Photographs in colour.
• Save trees & decrease costs
For new edition notification, add your
email address to the notification list

