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Councillor’s Desk
Congratulations to our new Mayor Bill
Maltby and Deputy Mayor Rosie Annear
who were elected by Councillors at our
November Council meeting. Cr Bill
Maltby and Cr Rosie Annear will serve
in these roles for the next twelve
months.
At our November Council meeting,
Council received an intended petition from a significant number
of people from within our Newstead community, seeking support
for flashing LED lights to be installed in the Newstead Primary
School zone on the Pyrenees Highway. This was acknowledged as
a joint letter, and our Chief Executive Officer Darren Fuzzard
advised that our Director of Infrastructure and Development
Michael Annear along with his staff, will follow this up and respond
directly to the school about this request. Council is intending to
put a case forward to VicRoads or the Department of Transport,
seeking their support on this matter.
So many people within the Newstead
community give so much, volunteering to
run events, organisations and to keep our
community spirit alive and vibrant. A word
or note of thanks is one way of
acknowledging them, or you could
nominate them for an Australia Day
Award.
The categories for Australia Day Award
nominations are:
• Citizen of the Year
• Senior Citizen of the Year (aged 65 years plus on 26 January
2022)
• Young Citizen of the Year (under 25 years of age on 26 January
2022)
• Event of the Year (this can include online events)
We’re looking for nominees who have given outstanding service
to the local community over a number of years. You can fill out a
nomination form online at Council’s website (go to
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/AustraliaDay ) or pick one up from
the Civic Centre, or our Visitor Information Centres in Maldon or
Castlemaine. Nominations have been extended, and are now due
by 5.00pm on Friday 10 December.
The awards will be announced in Victory Park in Castlemaine on
26 January 2022. It would be fantastic to see some winners from
Newstead.
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday of each
month between 10.00am and 12noon. The next one is 2nd
December, but don’t forget that you can contact me via email at
loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or 0437 108 458.
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any time via
the home page on our website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au
Wishing everyone a happy and safe holiday season.
Cr Matt Driscoll, Loddon River Ward

NEWSTEAD ECHO ONLINE
www.newsteadecho.org
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Dressing up the
Newstead
Playground Park

Recently, the Mt Alexander Shire Parks Maintenance crew asked us
if we could make new table tops and bench seat tops for the old
outdoor furniture in the Park next door to our Shed. We love doing
things that benefit our Newstead Community, and we readily agreed.
The Council refurbished the iron legs and the men from The Shed
made new tops from sustainable hardwood. The park looks like it
has had a “makeover” now.
The past few months have been very busy for us as we have had
heaps of orders for our signature A-Frame and Walk Through timber
picnic tables. So much so, that we have had to let any new orders
coming in know that we won’t be able to get to their requests until
2022. The new Walk Through version of picnic table has proved
popular, as this makes it very easy to sit down and move around the
table.
It is wonderful to be able to be back at our shed to chat to our mates
and get back on the tools repairing and making things for members
and our community..
However, we provide more to our community than just our wood and
metal creations. Our focus is on providing a venue and a culture that
allows men from all ages and backgrounds to come together
whenever they want to chat about things, find out what’s going on
around town and support fellow members. Worldwide, the number
one predictor of death and disease is not smoking or high blood
pressure - it is social isolation. Our Shed provides a place for support
and communication between members.
As we draw near to the end of another year of restrictions and
changes, we look forward to our End of Year Member’s function, the
first real social event we have been able to have all year. We are
also gearing up to be part of the Newstead On Show event on
Sunday 5th December, where we will be happy to chat to locals
about our Shed and what you can get from being a member. We will
also have a Sausage Sizzle plus Bacon n Egg rolls on the day in front
of our Shed.
As we all learn to live with Covid and adapt to new ways of meeting
and socializing, it looks like that in 2022 we will be able to get back
to our favourite community events such as Newstead Live. The
Newstead Mens Shed is always looking to greet new members and
locals.
You can contact us via The Secretary or at
newsteadmensshed@gmail.com, check out our Facebook page or
simply drop into The Shed when you see the Open sign out.
Graeme Lees, Secretary • 0418 723 196
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Newstead CWA
Our Spring Fling was held on Wednesday 10th of
November in the fabulous surrounds of “Forest
Edge” a dream garden in the Muckleford Valley. After a rainy start
the day welcomed many members and garden enthusiasts from
afar who enjoyed sandwiches and cake and lots of chat. The Posh
and Practical hat competition was well represented with many
different styles. Many went away inspired by the work of Jill and
her gardening family as well as with some homemade jams or
relishes, books and plants.
Newstead CWA held its AGM on 12th November at the Maldon
Hotel. Reports and financial returns were approved. Outgoing
President Jenny Parker thanked members and office bearers for
their commitment and help during the year and vacated the chair
to allow Central Victoria Group President Dallas Giles to conduct
the election of new office bearers.
Cheryl Clapton accepted the position of Branch President with
assistance of Janet Trudgeon as Vice President, Jenny Parker as
Treasurer and Darryl O'Bryan as Secretary. Lunch was enjoyed
before moving on to the November meeting at which the
arrangements for the Newstead Market were finalised. And plans
for our long awaited mystery tour decided on.
Very Best Wishes for a grand 2022 to all.
Darryl O’Bryan, Secretary • 5476 2339

Cheryl and Jill
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Grace Bids Adieu
The lure of exotic
Thailand has once again
captured
Grace
McCaughey’s attention…
and
she
departs
Newstead in January to
live there. For Grace, this
will be a life of simplicity,
unencumbered
with
many possessions and
one pursued in an
environmentally-friendly
community. The next
stage
of
her
life
enhanced
by
the
Grace and her bountiful
country’s culture of
crop of garlic
music,
dance
and
meditation. Let’s not
forget the wonderful tropical fruit and vegetables. And the cost of
living? Well, it’s much cheaper than Australia.
Although it’s been just fifteen months living in Newstead township,
Grace has been a well-known resident of the district since 1996…
in Green Gully and Castlemaine. It was after a stint in India with
Australian Volunteers Abroad, that she and her partner Jill decided
on a ‘tree-change’. And on the basis of a friend’s recommendation
that “Castlemaine’s a great woman’s town,” they arrived in the
district.
As with her life before moving here, Grace has been a leader,
innovator and pro-active member of the local community,
promoting sustainability, education, advancing women’s roles and
the cause of refugees. Have a gander at her CV. It’s a formidable
list of achievements as ‘long as your arm’…and worthy of a story
well beyond this.
Right from the get-go when Grace arrived here in 1959 as a ‘£10
Pom’ from her home country of Northern Ireland, she was making
her mark. Grace was the first female Field Officer with the
Victorian Department of Agriculture at Werribee. From there on
her CV is peppered with the words - first, initiator, inaugural,
President, Chairperson, Secretary, fundraiser, candidate, etc.
Add to that list, the numerous organisations that have benefitted
from her skills and energy; ranging from Australian Women in
Agriculture, Rural Women’s Network, Councillor with City of
Bairnsdale Council, Rural Australians for Refugees, Women in
Local Government, U3A, plus many, many more.
Grace is currently actively involved with the Newstead Community
Garden, however previously she was on the Newstead Task Force
and chief organiser along with Erena Redden, of the ‘Newstead
Community-on-Show Days’ in 2000 and 2002, and a member of
the Newstead Echo editorial committee.
It’s fair to say that Grace McCaughey has been an agent of
change, and could one say Grace is about to ‘retire’? I doubt it,
even at 85. Too much energy. So many ideas. As she has done
before, it’s highly likely that Grace will again be running
composting workshops for local folk in Thailand… and nothing
happens there without a bit of a song and dance. She loves that.
And there is always her writing, or perusing the 50 international
internet websites that she subscribes to. “I need inspiration,”
explained Grace.
Grace, for your next adventure, “Go well.”
Gordon Dowell • 0467 586 881
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Arts Hub News
Summer of Fun: Activation at the Hub
The new garden is blooming at the Hub thanks to the dedication
of our garden team and designers. New branded signs and flags
highlight when we are open, the Goods Shed will soon turn into
the Red Shed Workshop, and the Rail Trail is gaining lots of
interest. The future is bright for Newstead, and summer will be a
great time to enjoy the Hub.
Re-Emerge: December
Exhibition
Newstead is coming together in a
wonderful exhibition of artists who
have
exhibited
and
had
workshops at the Newstead Arts
Hub in the past three years. It is
a celebration of creativity and reaffirming faith in the future and a
statement of community after a disruptive two years. Thirty-one
artists will be on the walls of this beautiful historic building. Free.
All welcome. December 4th-19th, 10am-4pm
Out Loud: Spoken Word Open Mic
This next open mic will activate the platform for a beautiful
summer afternoon. Led by Ken Smeaton, this will be an event full
of poetry and spoken word performances. All are welcome. Those
looking to perform should arrive early to put your name on the
board.
Sunday 5th December, 1.30pm to perform Event starts 2.00pm
Documentary Film night on the Platform
Taking place on the Platform of the Arts Hub is another wonderful
movie night! Showing the Weather Diaries, an environmental
documentary following the filmmaker’s daughter Imogen’s growth
from child to adult against a backdrop of the impacts of climate
change and the extinction crisis on forests around Sydney.
Friday, 10th December, 8.00PM
Looking forward to January
In January the Hub will be the place for workshops and events.
A day of basketry and weaving: Sunday 16 January
Basketry and weaving will fill the Hub for a day. Jodie Goldring will
teach you how to make a small melon basket using the traditional
basketry technique of ribbed construction, weaving strappy leaves
such as red hot poker, watsonia, bearded iris and bullrushes into
the frame to create colourful, textural bands of weaving. Cathy
Tobin – the gypsy weaver – will bring her four looms for a day of
saori weaving, a form that encourages individual creativity
unhindered by rules, patterns and perfection: the freedom to
create your own style. Bookings open soon.
Makers Gallery at the Hub
The Hub will host a brilliant array of musical instrument makers
during Newstead Live. A chance to see and hear some of the most
skillfully crafted instruments around, and to talk to the makers
about their craft. A perfect opportunity to buy a unique and
beautiful instrument. Look out for Made & Played performances
in the Newstead Live program and follow the Hub for updates on
who’s who in our Makers Gallery.
Go to What’s On at www.newsteadartshub.org for all events,
workshops & tickets, or contact us at info@newsteadartshub.org.
COVID-Safe plan in place for all events and activities.
Phoebe Snep
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6pm January 21 –
4pm January 24,
2022

Performers are all
booked, the schedule
is done and Newstead
Live Music Festival is
on again!
To book tickets, go to
newsteadlive.com
Community Information Session
Sunday 12th December @ 12 noon
Mechanics Hall, Newstead Community Centre
Newstead Live Music Festival will be going ahead from 21st to
24th January 2022.
However, there are still challenges posed by COVID to be
considered, and we would like to hear from businesses,
community groups and local residents about their concerns.
We will be holding an information session on 12th December to
address these concerns, as best we can.
Items for discussion at the session will include:
• A health professional will discuss the COVID situation and what
impact it may have on the festival.
• What the festival means for local business, in particular, how
businesses might manage patrons and customers in terms of
QR checking and proof of double vaccination.
• Volunteers: We need individuals and community groups to get
on board with help to run the show. Find out what you can do
to help make the festival happen…and earn yourself a
weekend ticket!
• Accommodation Hosts: We understand that people may not
be as comfortable as pre-COVID, but if there are some out
there who would be willing to host a musician, please let us
know.
Kelly Skinner, Festival Director • 0448 234 758

The Antepenultimate Hurdle
NADAH (Newstead and District Affordable Housing) put forward,
for discussion, an idea for repurposing two properties in Newstead.
These are the old tennis courts and the recently available Uniting
Church site in Lyons Street. In an informal sense they are
community ‘owned’.
The parties, Uniting Church, Mount Alexander Shire, NADAH and
the executive of Newstead 2021 met.
The officers of Newstead 2021 requested some evidence of
community support.
NADAH had already set itself a target of the week following
Newstead on Show (5/12) to complete the initial requirement of
interest.
Some time in that week both Newstead websites will be used to
ask a very simple question “Should the locals be part of the
conversation about the re-purposing the two sites”.
The response will guide our future involvement.
John Nieman, Convener NADAH • 0447 766 009
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Newstead CFA
CFA at Newstead on Show
We will have a table at Newstead on Show on Sunday, 5th
December, where you can talk to brigade members, get fire safety
information, and learn how to prepare for the upcoming fire
season. We’re also happy to talk to people interested in joining
CFA as a volunteer. It’s a great way to give back to your local
community and make new friends. We would love to see you
there!
Stay safe in the fire season
At the time of writing, we don’t know when the fire season will be
declared in our local area. It’s likely to be later than usual this
year because of all the rain we’ve been receiving. But make no
mistake, it will come, and we all need to be prepared.
Once the fire season is declared, you cannot burn off without a
permit from the shire council and you cannot leave a campfire
unattended. The police have a zero-tolerance policy on
unauthorized fires, so to avoid a nasty fine (or worse), make sure
that you comply with fire regulations. You can get more
information about what you can and can’t do from the CFA website
or from the shire council.
Looking at the amount of grass growth around the district, we
expect a high risk of grass fires this summer. Grass fires move very
quickly, which means a fire might be on your doorstep before you
receive any warning. This is why you need to have your property
well prepared in advance. The key things that you should do are:
• Have a fire plan so that everyone in your household knows
what to do in the event of a fire. The CFA website provides
plenty of tips on what to include in your fire plan.
• Ensure there is a defendable space around your house, which
is free from fine fuels such as dry grass, leaves, twigs, paper,
cardboard etc.
• Keep your gutters free of leaves.
• Ensure that the CFA can get to your place easily if we need to.
Is your property identification number clearly visible from the
road both day and night? Is your entrance and driveway big
enough for our tankers to enter? We need a track at least
3.5 m wide and free of overhanging trees to a height of 4 m.
• Keep your eye on the weather and the fire danger warnings
and plan your activities accordingly. One way to stay in touch
is to follow the Newstead CFA Facebook page, where fire
danger warnings are regularly updated.
We would like to wish everyone in our community a happy
Christmas and a safe and relaxing summer. We hope you don’t
need us!
Anne Perkins • 0408 527 910

1946-2021 RAINFALL

As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
2021

85.4 mm
333 pts

October 2021
AVERAGE
HIGHEST
54.6 mm
213 pts

164 mm (1975)
640 pts

LOWEST

2 mm (2006)
8 pts

November 2021 Rainfall up to 25th 70 mm, 273 pts
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Castlemaine - Maryborough
Rail Trail News
The Castlemaine-Maryborough Rail Trail Inc (CMRT) has again
chosen Newstead to hold one its most important member
meetings. On Tuesday 7th December it will hold its inaugural
General Meeting at the Newstead Community Centre starting at
6:45pm. The member-only event will elect the association’s
Committee for 2022 and celebrate CMRT’s progress in the past
year.
CMRT was founded 16 months ago with the objective of
transforming the disused 55km rail corridor between Castlemaine
and Maryborough into a world-class recreational trail. The
proposed trail would be used by cyclists, walkers and horse-riders
of all ages and abilities.
The trail would run through Guildford, Strangways, Newstead, the
Moolort Plains and Carisbrook. Sitting at its mid-point, Newstead
is particularly well placed to achieve benefits from the trail.
The Newstead community has actively supported CMRT since its
inception. Of CMRT’s 150 members, 23 are from the Newstead
area.
CMRT’s AGM will be the second milestone member event the
association has held in Newstead this year. In April Newstead
hosted CMRT’s first public member meeting that was attended by
more than 40 people. CMRT will also be supporting the town at
Newstead on Show on Sunday 5th December. CMRT will have a
stall and will be presenting at this event. Please visit CMRT’s stall
if you want more information, voice your support or join up as a
member.
Since its incorporation last August, CMRT has achieved strong
public recognition, built solid cash flow from memberships,
donations and grants, attracted almost 4000 supporters, built a
solid member base with an active core of volunteers, and won
promising commitment from two levels of government.
CMRT has received strong support and seed funding from the Mt
Alexander and Central Goldfields shires. Converting the disused
rail corridor to a recreational trail will be a big project. It needs the
support of the councils, the State and Federal Governments, and
VicTrack, which controls the disused corridor. That multi-level
collaboration has been the winning formula with other rail trails in
Central Victoria like Bendigo-Kilmore and the Macedon Ranges
trail.
The trail's benefits are projected to significantly exceed its costs.
Costs, benefits and other factors need to be formally evaluated
by a feasibility study and business case. Conducting the feasibility
study is the next step in the process and CMRT is working with
the shires of Mt Alexander and Central Goldfields and the State
Government to support and share the cost of the study.
For more information on the Castlemaine-Maryborough rail trail
visit CMRT’s website at https://cmrailtrail.org.au.
Steve Foskey • stevefoskey@hotmail.com
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A wink, a stretch and a nod
The Barking Owl (Ninox connivens), is sometimes referred to as
the ‘Winking Owl’.
While the specific epithet connivens is Latin for winking, all owls
‘wink’, so this skill is not unique. Nonetheless the image here
indicates that the moniker is still apt.
This beautiful male was found sitting quietly on a low-hanging limb
of a Yellow Gum, occasionally stirring to scratch or stretch as it
readied itself for an evening of hunting. As dusk approached it
started to utter a series of low trills, not the distinctive ‘wuk-wuk’
call the species is renowned for. A loose collection of feathers was
found nearby, the remains of a magpie I think. Perching on the
hunting ground of a Barking Owl is perilous.
Borrowing from the notes of Chris Tzaros in his newly released
book, Wildlife of the Box-Ironbark Country (2nd edition), Barking
Owls…
Occur mostly in the eastern Box-Ironbark, especially around
Chiltern-Wangaratta (one of the remaining strongholds of the
species in south-eastern Australia). Isolated occurrences further
west through the north central region, west to around Dunolly.
Box-Ironbark population estimated at around 25 breeding pairs;
recent evidence suggests ongoing decline … Strongly favour forest
edges … along creek lines surrounded by open woodland.
The female was also observed nearby, high in the canopy, smaller
and more slender than the male.
Read more at Natural Newstead geoffpark.wordpress.com

Guildford Cemetery Book
Commemorating 150 years since the
first burial 1871–2021
by Ken James, Max Kay and Ray Pattle
This 183-page book will be launched at
the Guildford Cemetery on Saturday,
11th December at 2.00pm. If the
weather is inclement, it will be
launched in the Guildford Hall. As there
is a limited print run, it is highly
recommended that copies are preordered.
After
the
launch
refreshments will be available in the
Guildford Hall, proceeds going towards the Guildford
Cemetery Trust. To help with catering, Max should be notified if
planning to attend.
The book includes a history of the cemetery, a listing of all
interments, plus many photos and biographies of a selection of
those interred. In addition to including many local pioneering
family members, the book brings back to life the achievements
and tragedies of many others that chose Guildford Cemetery as
their final resting place. ‘Our Boys’ who were tragically killed in
WW1 & 2 and denied a return home to loved ones, are also
remembered in detail.
Max Kay • 0417 291 145 • nettekay@gmail.com

Barking Owl, Newstead, 21st October 2021. Photos: Geoff Park

Dad

Mum

Bubby

The family get-together. Photo: Geoff Rye

Newstead Golf Croquet
Our members meet every Monday morning (weather permitting)
for a fun game of croquet. Most members are new to the game
and are generously tutored by a couple of long time members of
the club. Our skills are improving each week and sometimes we
surprise ourselves with magical shots at the hoops. Whatever the
skill level, we enjoy a lot of laughs. Croquet is a seemingly genteel
game until the opponent finds a way to the hoop while
simultaneously knocking your ball to the sidelines.
Croquet is gentle exercise, tactical and sociable.
Visitors are welcome to come and try croquet on Monday
mornings between 10am and 12 noon.
Visitors are also welcome on 5th December between 2.00 and
3.00pm for a game as part of Newstead on Show.
Contact Kerry 5476 2315 or Jan 0414 526 769
to arrange a time to come down and have a go.
Dear ECHO Reader,
This edition of the Newstead Echo has been made possible
by the generosity of the Newstead RTC, the Maldon &
District Community Bank, Mount Alexander Shire and by our
local community. We thank you for your support.
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prosperity of our community. Please consider talking to our branch
staff about other products and services on offer, as the more
connected our customers are to our branch, the more profit we can
distribute back to the community. This is our foundation model that
employs local people and is locally owned and operated.

As Chair of our local company that runs our Community Bank Maldon
& District, I am proud to announce the bank invested over $400,000
into our communities during the 2021 calendar year. This is one of
our largest contributions ever and it simply could not have happened
without our amazing supporters, customers, members and staff –
thankyou thankyou thankyou!
Over $110,000 has been invested in fifty-five community projects
through our community partnership (sponsorship) program which
includes local sporting groups, community organisations, our Small
Business Action plan, Driver Education Program, Scholarship Program
and provision of twelve AED defibrillators to local schools across the
Mount Alexander and Loddon shires.
In September 2021 we gave away over $200,000 in one evening for
community organisation needs, including infrastructure . An additional
$100,000 was invested into our community grants fund ready for a
future large community grant round. Our community grants program
usually will be held every 18 months - 2 years.
We are annual sponsors of the Newstead Football Netball Club, have
donated a defibrillator to the Newstead Primary School, supported
the Newstead preschool in purchasing a shade sail, equipment for
the Newstead Men’s Shed, partners of Newstead Arts Hub
HubConnect project, Newstead Bowling Club tournament and signage
partners, providing RedShed Arts Workshop with equipment and
materials, Newstead on Show financial and in kind support,
sponsoring plaques for the Guildford Cemetery. Newstead residents
participated in our Driver Education program and our Small Business
Action program in 2021.
We sponsor the Newstead Echo each year, outlining our ongoing
commitment to the local community and understanding the
importance of a paper being able to provide relevant and timely local
information regarding events and activities in the community.
Despite the rolling lockdowns, it has been a big year in Newstead and
surrounds!

You don’t need to live or work in our community to bank with us. Once
you have your accounts or insurances with one of our three
Community Bank branches, you can bank anywhere within the
Bendigo Bank and Community Bank network—online, in any branch
or via telephone banking.
You can help by doing your banking with one of our branches at
Newstead, Maldon or Dunolly:
• Opening accounts or moving your accounts to our branches
• Establishing or refinancing a home loan and/ or personal loan
• Taking up insurance, investment, superannuation, and/ or financial
planning
• Talking to us about our business banking if you own a business or
are thinking of starting a business.
Every account that you open, every loan you take out, every insurance
policy or other product you purchase from the Maldon & District
Community Bank contributes to the accumulation of funds. We can
then redistribute to community projects via our community partnership
or grants program. So there’s a simple reason to bank at the Maldon
& District Community Bank– because it means you get great local
banking service and that your part of strengthening your community.
Even though the Community Bank has been around for over twentyone years, how our model works is still unknown to many and there
are still myths and unknowns – so let’s debunk these.
The Community Bank is locally run by a board of directors – all of
whom are professional, passionate and committed to the local
community. There is support for the board from our Executive Officer,
Shannon Burdeu, and Communications Officer, Nicki Renfrey. This
dynamic duo is the engine room for our community support and
communications.
Shannon commenced in March 2021, has hit the ground running and
loves assisting community groups to strengthen their budgets and
achieve their project targets. Nicki’s enthusiasm, skill and ‘get it done’
attitude is infectious and our communications are making great
inroads into social media, our online newsletter, print and radio.
Thanks again and we look forward to a prosperous 2022.
Ross Egleton, MDCB Chair

Thank you to all our current customers as you play a vital role to the

Solar Farm Construction On The Horizon
Likely construction dates and progress on our proposed local solar
farm will be detailed at a community gathering on Sunday 12th
December.
Everyone is welcome to the brief gathering, from 9.30-11.00am, at
the Newstead Community Centre.
Renewable Newstead will share more details about likely construction
start and end dates and about Flow Power, the company we’ve
chosen to build the farm and retail the electricity it produces.
Flow Power representatives will be there to meet people and respond
to your questions.
We’ll also start to outline the pricing framework that RN has been
negotiating to ensure the electricity the farm generates is priced so
locals would be nuts not to buy their power from it.
In other words, that it’s the cheapest or most competitively-priced
‘green’ power on the market.
Importantly, we’ll also explain how you, our local households and
businesses, can support this project.

Your support is vital. It will make this project fly and ensure it is a
great success.
If attending our community gathering on 12th December, please
consider signing your expression of interest in potentially becoming
a customer and buying your electricity from the Newstead Solar Farm.
Signing this gives RN permission to contact you about this and
commits you to nothing further at this point.
The more households and businesses who sign this EOI, the easier
the next phase of this community renewable energy project will be.
Over the next six months, RN intends to deepen our conversations
with you, our community, as we finalise our partner arrangements,
construction details and customer pricing principles.
So stay tuned. Sign up to receive our e-newsletter at
https://renewablenewstead.com.au/get-in-touch/ and check our
website www.renewablenewstead.com.au for updates.
Genevieve Barlow for Renewable Newstead • 0427 762 633
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Newstead Anglican Church

Remembrance Day 2021

As things have opened up, we have been able to return to more
of our usual activities. This has included a Blessing of the Animal’s
service, a Blessing of the Seed service at Newstead and a Folk
Music service in lieu of the Maldon Folk Festival. And now,
Christmas is approaching! This can fill us with a mix of excitement
and dread even in the best of years. After the strangeness of
2021, I expect this may be all the more so. Looking towards the
end of this year, my hope is that we as a church can make space
for the different ways people would like to celebrate Christmas.
On Wednesday the 15th of December at 10am at Holy Trinity
Maldon we have a ‘Blue Christmas’ service. This is an opportunity
for people to acknowledge the ways this time of year can be
difficult, to be reminded that we are not alone and to give thanks
together for the love of God.
On Sunday the 19th of December at 5pm we will be hosting a
‘Low Key Christmas Carols’ and picnic on the lawn of All Saints’
Newstead. This is an opportunity to bring a picnic, a rug and the
kids, listen to some beautiful music and sing along to a few of
your favourite carols.
And finally, for those who like their Christmas more traditional, we
have our Carols and Lessons service at Holy Trinity Maldon at
11.00pm on Christmas Eve, and Carols and Eucharist service at
Maldon at 11.00am on Christmas Day.
However you feel about this silly season, I hope you feel welcome
to join with us as we remember the good news of Christmas
together.
Revd Darcy Vaughan

A short Remembrance Day
service was held at Newstead
Memorial Park on Thursday
11th November. (This was once
known as Armistice Day, when
on the 11th hour, of the 11th
month 1918 fighting stopped
on the Western Front)
Mr Hilton Hazeltine was the MC.
He gave a stirring address,
naming all 41 Diggers who died
in Afghanistan.
The same
number of Newsteadites who
gave their lives in WW1.
It was a very moving and emotional service, marking the 100th
anniversary year of this memorial being built by the people of
Newstead.
A wreath was laid on behalf of Maldon RSL and also floral tributes
by local CWA members.
On behalf of Castlemaine RSL I would like to thank all the people
who bought a poppy. These generous donations are used towards
ex service peoples health and welfare.
Many Thanks, Alastair J C Jessop

Maldon and Newstead parishioners gather in the Newstead
Community Garden after the Blessing of the Seed for Spring.

Newstead On Show
THE FINAL COUNTDOWN TO SUNDAY THE 5TH OF DECEMBER
Everything is up and nearly ready!
Committees and groups will be in the main hall with information,
including the spinners, CWA, Men’s Shed, CFA, croquet and
bowling clubs. Individuals will be displaying their talent.
There will be music, including the Primary School Choir, KGB, and
Terry and Gilly, in the hall. The popular ten minute talks will be in
the back meeting room. There are showbags for the early birds.
The forecourt will host, for example, Barry’s Bonsai, plants from
Frances Cincotta, and the Landcare group. Various places around
Newstead will be open, including the old Railway Hotel, Arts Hub,
Sarah’s pottery, and the Bowling Club.
Come and support your town on the day. Thank you for your
support.
Alex, Jan, Rose and Vicki • 0413 947 486
Feel free to offer to help!

Newstead Tennis Club
Give tennis a go this summer
Newstead Tennis Club wants to give locals a chance to try out
tennis this summer. Tennis is a great game for all ages, and we
have three excellent courts in the town ready for a match.
However, not everybody has the equipment needed, so we will be
running a "Gold Coin Tennis" program this summer. Drop into the
Newstead Country Store and for a gold coin donation you can hire
the racquets and balls you'll need for a hit. We have both junior
and adult racquets, as well as special tennis balls designed for
younger players.
The courts are unlocked and are free to use, so grab some friends
and have a hit of singles or doubles.
Brett O’Sullivan • 0423 908 715

Newstead Pre-school
‘Kinder Cookbook’ pre-order
The Newstead Preschool Parent Advisory
Group has produced a 'Kinder Cookbook' as
a part of our 2021 fundraising and it is arriving
soon! Pre-order your copy now for arrival mid
November.
Search ‘Newstead Preschool’ on Facebook
to fill in the order form or contact
newsteadcookbook@outlook.com.au
or 0411 523 785 to make your order.

$25
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Newstead Football
Netball Club

The hens are on their way! In November the garden was granted
$2500 from Mount Alexander Shire through their Community
Grants Program to construct a chicken coop and pen. Combined
with $500 awarded by Rotary earlier this year, the grant will enable
this project to be completed. Garden members would like to thank
Mount Alexander Shire for this grant. Thanks also to Grace
McCaughey and Pam Connell for preparing the application. The
addition of chickens to the garden will provide us, among other
benefits, with another manure source to contribute to our
biodynamic, regenerative gardening practices. According to Pam,
the proposed 'chook palace' is a solid and durable construction of
cypress pine, wire mesh and roof iron. The off-ground roosting
space, which connects to egg-laying boxes accessible from
outside, will be able to house up to eight hens. It will be
weatherproof, easily accessed and simple to clean. The
construction will be fox and vermin proof and the feed and water
systems to be made of polypipe, are cleverly designed such that
daily attention is not necessarily required. We anticipate work on
the project to begin soon, as one of the conditions of the grant is
that it must be completed by March 2022.
We are also busy planning for Newstead on Show. While at the
show, why not visit our seedling and produce stall. We'll have
several varieties of heirloom, open-pollinated tomatoes, along with
an assortment of other organic vegetable seedlings, all grown from
seed in the garden. If you're looking for a solution to divert your
kitchen waste from landfill, now might be the time to consider a
worm farm. We will once again have tubs of worms available for
$25 to get you started! The castings and juice from your worms
will make the most amazing fertiliser in your vegetable garden.
We would welcome new members! The garden is just down the
road from the community centre so feel free to have a wander
and think about whether you’d like to be part of the group.
Our biodynamic garlic is a little late being ready to harvest this
year. However, we're hoping to have some garlic plaits for sale
before Christmas. These were very popular last year and make a
beautiful, practical and sustainable gift.
Annelies Chaplin • newsteadgarden@gmail.com

With the 2021 season completed, we
are all now working towards the 2022
season ahead, although the games on
field are over, the games off field continue. With the resignation
of our 2021 club senior coach, Mark Ramsey, we embarked on a
recruitment drive to get a new senior football coach. I am very
pleased to announce that Shane Rayment has accepted the
senior coaching role and committed for the next two years at the
club. Shane comes from Melbourne and has recently moved to
Bendigo. He has a very impressive playing and coaching resume,
and we are looking forward to what he can bring to the club in the
2022 season and beyond.
Mark “Jonty” Entwisle has accepted the role as Reserves coach
for the 2022 season, Jonty has been a long-time member of the
club, playing juniors and seniors with the club, Jonty did have
some time away whilst playing at a higher level, Jonty is the son
of Rod “Rocket” Entwistle, a former president of the club. Jonty is
very focused to develop a coaching career and we wish him all
the very best in the season ahead.
Kirby Kneebone and Jesse Curran have accepted the roles again
as joint A&B Netball coaches for season 2022, I was super
impressed with how Kirby and Jess coach together and the
unbelievable respect they get from all the netball girls. We are
excited to have them back again next season.
The Club AGM which was to be held in October was postponed
due to Covid and we now have it scheduled for Sunday 5th
December at 3pm, We would love to see as many people as
possible coming along to support this great club.
On a final note, we send our sincere condolences to both Stephen
and Mark Ramsey and their extended family on the passing of
their father Merv, all at the Newstead Football Netball Club are
thinking of you.
Regards, Mark Leckey – President

Mark Leckey and Shayne Rayment

“Jonty” Entwisle

Kirby & Jesse
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Newstead Bowls Club
The season has started with our
first game against Dunolly on
their home turf. We welcomed
two new pennant players to the
game on the day, Adam Sewell
and Cindy Leckey. Adam played
as lead on the team skippered by
Billy Burnett. It was a really tight
game on this rink. For half the
game it was a see-sawing affair
with little more than a few points
of separation. The final result saw
a loss by just three.
On Cindy’s rink the result was much less dramatic. Cindy put in a
great first game playing as second but the Dunolly mob were just
too good for us and we went down by eighteen.
Our building refurbishment is still being completed so the toilets
are out of action for a while longer. Some of our home games are
going to have to be rescheduled to being away games till work is
done.
Our practice is on Thursdays and starts at about 5pm. If you are
new to town or just want to try bowls, come on down and join our
practice for a hello, a bowl and a liquid. No experience needed.
Graeme Lipback • 0400 931 347

“Cindy shows her style.” Photo. M.Leckey

Newstead Landcare Group
A different year - COVID has changed every organisation’s usual
operation and alas our little group was not unaffected. We
normally have three presentations each year and have had none
for the last two years. We did manage to complete our scheduled
three plantings for the year down by the Loddon River and our
works there are really starting to bear fruit. Perhaps next year we
can present some of the wonderful speakers we had lined up for
2020.
Landcare Membership - If you’re interested in conserving nature
and its wonders, why not join Newstead Landcare Group and take
some practical steps to help our local fauna and flora. You will get
to meet some like-minded people, enjoy some beautiful morning
planting bees and get to see results for your efforts. We are
currently restoring understorey along the Loddon River and in the
past have planted understorey at the Rotunda Park and created
some corridors to connect significant patches of native vegetation.
We also cooperate with Parks Victoria in looking after the unique
Rise and Shine Nature Conservation Reserve at Clydesdale – a
Birdlife Australia Key Biodiversity Area. Newstead Landcare also
has an ongoing campaign to control Bridal Creeper in our area.
Our group’s program of presentations and field days is widely
known and highly regarded for the extraordinary quality of
speakers that participate. Membership fees are $20 per
household $15 concession. Membership forms are available at
the Newstead RTC, Newstead Landcare events and by email from
patrickkavanagh@bigpond.com. We will be having a stall at the
Newstead On Show Day and people joining on that day will receive
a free local native plant and nature photography card.
Patrick Kavanagh • 0437 663 345

Powerful Owl enjoying
a past Landcare planting.
Patrick Kavanagh
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Newstead RTC
The Newstead RTC Committee members elected at the AGM on
15th November are:
President: Sue Culvenor
Vice President: Jenny Lacey
Secretary: Anne Vleugel
Treasurer: Mark Pearse
Committee Members: Vicki Burnside, Alex Whitlock & Garry Wallin
Echo Representative: Janet Trudgeon
Defibrillator:
The Newstead RTC Defibrillator is now in a locked box on the front
veranda of our building, 45 Lyons Street which allows 24/7
access. In an emergency, to get access to the defibrillator you
need to call 000 who will then give you the pin code to enable
you to unlock the locked box.
There is a sensor light above the box to allow easier access to
the box during the night.
Christmas / New Year Operating Hours:
The RTC will close at 1.00pm on Friday 24th December 2021.
The RTC will be open on 29th, 30th, 31st December 2021 from
9.00am to 1.00pm.
Normal operating hours 9.00am to 5.00pm will resume on
Tuesday 4th January 2022.
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The Newstead RTC Committee wish to thank all their
volunteers for their efforts during 2021.
We wish all Newstead and District residents a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Government services – closer than you think
A local service can provide access to Centrelink, Medicare and
other government programs and services.
Newstead Rural Transaction Centre is an Australian Government
Agency of Services Australia Access Point. Using the provided
computer, you can log in to your myGov account and do your
business on the spot. There is a phone for you to access phone
self-service or speak to a department service officer. If you would
rather use your mobile phone or tablet, they have got free Wi-Fi
available 24/7. You do not need a password so you can get online
straight away. You can also use the Wi-Fi to download and install
the Express Plus mobile apps.
The morning volunteer staff can certify your identity documents
for you. Monday – Friday, 9.00am to 1.00pm. So next time you
need to do some government business, drop into the Newstead
Rural Transaction Centre.
Opening hours:
Monday - Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm, at 45 Lyons Street,
Newstead, 5476 2360.
Sue Culvenor, President Newstead RTC • 5476 2360

New Mayor and Deputy Mayor

Head to the pool this summer

Congratulations to Cr Bill Maltby who was elected as Mayor
of Mount Alexander Shire at the November meeting of
Council. Cr Rosie Annear was elected Deputy Mayor.

Grab your towel, sunscreen and togs and take a dip at one
of our outdoor swimming pools in Castlemaine, Harcourt,
Maldon and Newstead. The pool season starts on Saturday 4
December and runs until the end of the Labor Day weekend
in March 2022. For details visit mountalexanderpools.com.au.

A big thank you to Cr Tony Cordy for his leadership and
contribution in the role as Mayor over the last year.

Seasonal speed limit in place
Visitors to Expedition Pass Reservoir, or ‘The Res’ in Golden
Point are reminded that the new seasonal speed limit is now
in place.
From Wednesday 1 December, the speed limit will reduce
from 80km/h to 40km/h along a one kilometre stretch of
road near the reservoir to help improve safety. Last year we
worked with the Department of Transport to introduce the
reduced speed limit, which is in place from December to
April each year.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page and website for details
on other safety measures we’re looking at for the area.

Go local first for Christmas
Help support our local businesses this Christmas and shop
local. By shopping local, you’ll help keep businesses going
and provide a much-needed boost to economic recovery in
our shire.

Services over holiday period
Council offices will close at 3.00pm on Friday 24 December
and re-open at 8.30am on Tuesday 4 January 2022. For
emergencies regarding roads and drains, maternal and child
health or stock and animal control (excluding wildlife) call
5471 1700 and follow the prompts.
We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday period.
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Newstead Primary
School
This year we farewell three Grade 6 students as they head to the
next part of their learning journey at secondary school. Although
it hasn’t been as they planned they have all enjoyed their year
and are looking forward to their future at secondary college.
We are very excited to be finally able to have our 2022 prep
students begin their transition with us at Newstead Primary
School. Currently we have thirteen new prep students enrolled.
Students begin the transition program with time to explore and
learn about school. Each week the time increases for students to
experience more of the day’s normal routines. On Tuesday, 7th
December the students stay for the day with their new teacher
and class friends.
Some other very exciting news for 2022 is we have two amazing
students that have just been selected to participate in the
Victorian High Ability Program! Their brilliant academic results in
NAPLAN and in teacher judgements have enabled their selection
into the English unit ‘Power of the Pen’. The program is conducted
with the Victorian Virtual School and will begin in term 1, 2022.
We are so proud! We cannot wait to see where this program takes
them in their writing. Well done Olive and Sesi!
Finally, Newstead Primary School is thrilled to announce we have
received a three-year grant to establish Outside of School Hours
Care (OSHC) for students that attend Newstead Primary School.
The school council is currently working with a provider of OSHC to
enable students to attend from term 1, 2022. More details will
be available from the school or on our Facebook page in late
December.
Kathy Principal NPS • 5476 2220
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From Grade 6 students
Nekoda ~ it has been cool at Newstead how the students get a
say, especially with the new upgrade to our building. We have
been able to say what we would like to be added to the school
and what new things the students want.
The teachers are really good and everyone’s nice to each other
(except the occasional kid who’s just annoying and thinks they’re
really cool but that’s kind of rare).
For the future - I don’t even know yet. I’ve worked hard to learn
programming so I might code a game, but my coding isn’t too
great so I hope when I go to high school, I can learn more about
that. I might be a YouTuber because you get money from doing
something fun.
Joshua ~ When I finally leave Newstead Primary School I will miss
the kids, the teachers and my friends. I like all the people at
school, they make me feel safe and they care. At Newstead the
teachers try to make learning fun, it’s not just worksheets all the
time. We sometimes go outside to work and it is a fun place to
be. Even still, I am looking forward to going to high school. In the
future – I really want to play football, even in the AFL.
Danny ~ I really like the old school buildings at Newstead Primary
School. The teachers at the school are pretty special too. When I
leave, I will miss all of my friends and my teacher. I will also miss
knowing everyone in the school. In the future – I would love to be
a designer or maybe a baker. I am a creative person and love to
make things for others.

Indy and Miri transition
2021

Prep 2022

Olive and Sesi High Ability 2022

Grade 6 2021

Sonny and Koa prep
transition 2021
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Simmons or Simmins Rest
…a little story
Most families carry the odd bit of hand-me-down tale that’s
usually delivered through oral, or if you’re lucky, written translation.
Often it’s relayed by an older family member and is presumed
more factual. Sometimes notable deeds are the ones that are
written, while the more unpleasant moments may be recalled by
a relative with vexed tongue or repeated as a whispered myth…
These are also known as ‘the skeletons in the closet’. My late
mother used to say…”Christopher, remember this… least said,
sooner mended”.
There are times, when delving into ones family folklore, that you
come across pieces of fascinating and forgotten history. Over the
years, I had also learnt of some skeletons in the closet and the
art of ‘least said’… I also learnt that among my families colonial
background, we had surgeons, ships captains, engineers,
masons, blacksmiths, soldiers , teachers, pastoralists and pilots
as well as the odd wronged convict, all with a story to tell.
I also learnt that we had a stagecoach driver.
My family name is Simmins, and it has the uncommon spelling
with two ‘I’s…It’s quite rare within Australia, and is often misspelt
as Simmons with some variations. I occasionally probe (Trove)
researching family history and occasionally use the spelling of
Simmons, which sometimes lead to Simmins... How surprised was
I when one Fredric (Fred) Langdon Simmons (1842-1925)
appeared and was mentioned in a newspaper article detailing his
years as a coach driver for the famous Cobb & Co. Fred worked
for the famous company for some 27 years, and built a solid
reliable reputation as a sober highly skilled driver who was ever
popular with the passengers. He worked the rugged Plenty and
Lilydale route for almost 14 years, and his amenable approach
with the often unruly difficult drunk passenger, held him in good
stead. He was both a tactful sensitive manager of people, master
of the coach and more importantly protector of the precious team
of horses. It was Fred’s planned departure from the Plenty route
in 1887 that caused him some surprise through a ceremony. It
was when he was rewarded with a handsome purse of Sovereigns,
a subscription from his many friends and grateful passengers as
well as the Cobb management, and proudly presented by the
Chairman of the company, Mr Walter Thomas.
Fred’s claim to fame was his ability to manage large coach loads
of passengers on the new American Concord types that were
introduced by Cobb in 1858.With their proven leather
throughbraces ,the coaches could carry 40 passengers,
transporting difficult loads over the appalling rough tracks,
through winding steep climbs ,down treacherous descents, or
along creek crossing’s night or day, rain hail or shine without
damage to horse, coach or passenger. Fred’s coach could be
drawn by as little as 4 and up to 20 horses. And depending on
favourable seasonal conditions the Cobb concord coach could
average 10 miles per hour or 15 when pushed, with horse
changing stages every 10 miles. It was Fred who was the first
driver to coach the route, from Castlemaine (Forest Creek) to
Daylesford (Wombat).
Fred Simmons was the principal driver for Cobb & Co on the
Castlemaine to Maryborough (Simsons -Adelaide Road) route. The
main road conditions at the time from Castlemaine through to
Muckleford, Green Gully (Valley), Newstead and beyond were
appalling, and it was not uncommon for horse riders, coach or
wagon drivers to divert off the main track, regularly pushing
through the Muckleford bush or making tracks to avoid the
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dreaded bog holes or cross slope roughness.
The local press wrote 8 March 1861 “If any Minister of public
works doubts the fact, we invite him to make the journey to
Maryborough by night mail which comes via Maldon, and return
next day by morning coach which goes by Newstead, when and if
he gets back to Castlemaine, he will be able to compare the
sensations and decide between the respective demerits of the two
routes”. On 26 Jan 1862 the incensed, Mr House and Mr Johnson
from the Newstead Roads Board ( est 1860) [forerunner of the
Newstead Shire (est 1865 )] formed a deputation to see Mr
Mitchell (President of the Railways and Roads Board) about the
state of the Castlemaine Maryborough road and its appalling and
unsafe conditions. A report in the Advertiser August 1862
mentions that “calling this a Main Road has been an ongoing
joke, and if kept up, and it possibly will be, won’t change until one
of Cobbs coaches, with the mails, shall disappear …and never
turn up again”!
The main Adelaide road through to Muckleford, Green Gully
(Valley) onto Rodborough Road or Joyces Creek eventually
improved with the use of contractors and Chinese diggers
(between luck), while a toll gate at Green Gully (closed 1876)
contributed to roadbuilding coffers. The steep climb (top of
Highway near Cusack Rd) was a known and regular danger which
had become a curse to horse drawn traffic, either while climbing
out of or descending into the Valley, causing a number of bad
accidents and spectacular bolts. For a time Cemetery Road
became the preferred connecting road into Newstead through
beautiful Green Gully (Valley) with it safer flatter grade and its
eventual avenue of Elms entering into the town near Punt
Crossing.
Interestingly some early wagon wheel tracks and worn wheel ruts,
are still visible on parts of rock outcrops that meander from this
large open space or ‘rest’ on the edge of the highway, leading
towards McMillan Rd onto Cemetery Rd from the top of Green
Gully .This well used large open area on the edge of the highway,
didn’t happen by chance. It would have been used as a
convenient brief rest for the coaches and travellers. I reckon Fred
Simmons would have made it a regular ‘rest’ for his Cobb coach
to adjust loads and check harnesses and passengers.
I’ve taken the liberty of calling this open area …‘Simmons Rest’.

A fairly popular photo exists of a Cobb and Co coach loaded with
Chinese diggers. It has been circulated and claimed by a number
of notable goldfield towns as their own image. Research and
careful analysis has now revealed that the photo was taken
outside the Newstead Hotel 1869 and the driver was indeed
Fredric Langdon Simmons, who was taking the 40 Chinese to the
Fiddlers Creek diggings at Avoca.
As for my coach driving ancestor. It turned out, that he was a
horse thief…’least said soonest mended’.
Christopher Simmins, Green Gully • 5476 2310

PAGE 14

NEWSTEAD ECHO

Newstead Recreation Reserve
Committee of Management
The Newstead Recreation Reserve in Panmure Street is managed
by the following committee of management. Ian Garsed –
President / Public Officer, Mark Leckey – Secretary / Treasurer,
Kylie Richardson – Grants Administrator, General Committee
consisting of Lachlan Park, Sam Chapman and Leigh Campbell.
We would like to share with you all some transformation projects
that are currently underway at the reserve or will be happening
over the next six months. These projects are to predominately
support the current users of the reserve but are not limited to the
users and will have a huge flow on effect for passive users of the
reserve and to the greater Newstead community.
Playing Surface - Oval is currently having its summer renovation,
it has been cored, scarified, fertilized and top dressed, and we
are looking forward to seeing it looking its best by Christmas or
shortly thereafter.
Irrigation System - Installation of a new irrigation system on the
oval has been recently completed ensuring that we can better
manage water consumption during the warmer months and help
get the oval surface looking magnificent.
Lighting Project - Although timelines are slipping, the project to
have new floodlights installed is progressing and looks likely to be
completed in April 2022, New floodlighting will allow 200lux sports
lighting across the oval with a 300lux infield for cricket night
matches. This will allow the user clubs to extend their playing and
training times, giving them the capacity to build higher levels of
participation beyond the current status quo. This is especially
welcome given the growth in female participation in football and
cricket in recent years and gives opportunity for expansion to the
introduction of female cricket and football teams soon.
LED Display Project - With the support from all user groups at
the reserve, along with support from other Newstead community
groups, and a grant received from the Maldon & District
Community Bank Branch, the Newstead Recreation Reserve
Committee of Management has raised sufficient funds to
purchase a new LED Display board to be installed at the reserve.
The LED display will mostly be used as a scoreboard for both
football and cricket, however, it can be used to screen movies and
it is our intent to hold a community movie night in the warmer
months.
We are very excited to share these transformation projects with
you all.
Mark Leckey – Secretary/Treasurer Newstead Recreation Reserve
Committee of Management
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Newstead Spinners
Our busy October was followed by a happy
Melbourne Cup Day gathering. Dressed up in
hats, newly created or grabbed out of the
cupboard, we celebrated with a traditional $2
sweep. Unfortunately, as a group, we were
unable to gather around a television but went home to cheer our
individual horses on.

Joy, Maritsa and Lorraine joining the Cup Day fun

The three winners, Joy (a visitor), Karen and Fiona, donated the
take of about $50 to Beth for her charities. These include Fistula
Hamlin, Well Wishes, Red Cross, Children First and others for
which she regularly raises money. In return she gave plants from
her never-ending supply to the three girls!
Then, on the last day of November, we created wonderful blues
with an indigo dyeing event. Everyone loves blues…dark, light,
and some shades in between. I believe there are forty-two
possible shades of indigo blue, ranging from almost white to
almost black. Well, we are not quite there yet but working on it
and always experimenting.
Beth, Suzan and Ruth in
Cup Day Hat Creations

Planning is now in swing for our final Xmas bash in December. We
are having it catered by Dove Café in our comfortable and familiar
meeting room and are looking forward to Dove’s delicious food.
We don’t meet again till mid-January when our regular fortnightly
Tuesdays will start again. Hopefully we will all be somewhat freer
in 2022.
Wishing all a wonderful Christmas and a peaceful and safe New
Year. Come and join us with your favourite fibre craft at the
Newstead Community Centre. We extend a welcome to all.
Karen Baker
Sally Weis President • 0400 922 027
Anja Tuseck Secretary • 0407 806 004

December1921, January 1922
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100 Years Ago
December 7 1921
The unseasonable weather is interfering with the harvesting
operations, and haymaking has been rendered very difficult
by the showery weather during the past week. The strong
wind and rain has knocked down the heavy crops in places,
and patches have to be cut out with the scythe before the
binder can be introduced into the paddock.
While the councillors of our Shire are to be congratulated
upon endeavouring to keep some of the townships in this
Shire clear from the unsightly thistle, still: there is another,
and what is considered a far worse pest to contend against,
that is the noxious stinkwort and St John’s Wort. Travelling
into Castlemaine through Yapeen and Campbell’s Creek,
these noxious weeds can be noticed in a flourishing
condition along all the water courses, where countless
seeds will be shed, and in flood time will be carried into the
Loddon River to be scattered all along the rich flats which
border this watercourse.
One of the best entertainments that has ever been
presented in the Newstead Mechanics’ Hall was witnessed
by a large audience on Monday evening when Mr P J King
presented a first class company of brilliant artists. Phyllis
Gray, a brilliant pianist and soprano, who has recently been
appearing with the English Pierrots, St Kilda Beach, and
Fred Hastings, a character comedian of the first class order,
were greeted with much applause, and they were
exceptionally well received. Parvo, who presented his
original impersonation of Abdul-El-Hamid, the great
Egyptian mystery man, proved himself to be one of the
greatest artists that has presented his wares to a Newstead
audience for many a day. His manner is always courteous,
and his showmanship superb. Zamona, in her amazing
spiritualistic séance created quite a sensation; with the aid
of her wonderful Crystal, she unfolded a chapter from the
supernatural in an exhibition of thought transference. When
the company again visits here it is assured of a packed
house.
December 14 1921
Another Mice Plague Feared
Mice are reported to be very numerous in various parts of
the district, particularly around Yapeen, and it is feared that
there is to be another plague of these little pests this
season. During the shifting of an old stack of hay, owned by
Mr H Ellingworth, at Yapeen, 1,300 were killed, and a large
number escaped.
December 21 1921

Diphtheria has broken out in Guilford, two children having
been admitted to Castlemaine Hospital last week, and the
sad news was received on Sunday that one of the sufferers,
the eldest child of Mr Stewart, had succumbed on Sunday
morning to the dread malady. The deceased child was a
bright intelligent little girl, named Mary, and great sympathy
is expressed for the bereaved parents.
Joyce’s Creek residents have had another experience in
fire fighting as the grass between Moolort and Joyce’s Creek
ignited on Friday last. Fortunately the damage was not very
great, only about 30 acres of grass being burnt; the losers
being Messrs H Shiells and R E Barkla. A strip of fallow in
Mr Shiells’ paddock first checked the spread and the
neighbours were soon on the spot with the fire association
equipment which proved its great value by the manner in
which the flames were quickly extinguished.
January 4 1922

January 18 1922
The local races which took place on Wednesday last were
a great success in every way -- fields were large, the
attendance good, gate receipts increased, and the
arrangements perfect. There were thirty competitors during
the afternoon, and excellent racing was witnessed and good
betting could be procured. Mr McIlwrick had everything in
first class order, not one hitch occurring. Mr Wright, was in
charge of the racing, but only one small matter came under
his notice.
Wandering Stock Nuisance - At the Newstead and Mount
Alexander Shire Council on Thursday last the inspector of
nuisances at Guildford, Constable Jones, reported that after
receiving the complaint from the secretary regarding the
wandering stock nuisance he made four visits at night to
Campbells Creek after nine o’clock and remained there until
after midnight. He made every endeavour to find out the
owners of the straying stock, but to every inquiry he made
he received the same reply, “don’t know.” …. ….On the
motion of Crs Gibson and Stewart it was decided to
authorise Cons Jones to take steps to abate the nuisance as
set out in his report. In all probability the council will
authorise the inspector of nuisances at Newstead to take
similar action as a large number of calves, cows and horses
are always to be seen roaming the streets after nightfall.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society
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Date

Activity

Time

Contact

Wed 1

CWA Mystery Tour Meet NCC

10am

Darryl 5476 2339

Sat 4

Swimming Pool Opens
10am

Phoebe 0438 318 926

Sat 4 -Sun 19 ‘Re-Emerge’ exhibition Arts Hub
Sun 5

Newstead on Show NCC

Sun 5

Spoken Word Open M8pmic rail platform

Sun 5

NFNC AGM Clubrooms

Fri 10

Film Night on the Platform

Sat 12

Book launch Guildford Cemetery

Sun 12

RN community Gathering NCC

10am
1.30pm
3pm

Alex 0413 947 486
Phoebe 0438 318 926
Mark 0427 779 786
Phoebe 0438 318 926

2pm

Max 0417 291 145

9.30-11am

Gen 0427 762 633

Sun 12

Newstead Live Information Mechanics’

12 noon

Sun 19

Christmas Carols and picnic All Saints

5pm

Kelly 0448 234 758
Rev Darcy 0407 245 951

Local Activities - January 2022
Sun 16

A day of Basketry and Weaving

Tue 18

Spinners Mechanics’ Hall

Tue 18

ECHO DEADLINE

Phoebe 0438 318 926
10am

Fri 21 –Mon 24 Newstead Live

Sally 0400 922 027
Kelly 0448 234 758

Local Activities - February 2022
Tue 1

Spinners Mechanics’ Hall

10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Weekly Activities
Activity

Details

Contact

Community Bus Regular Service

Wednesdays - Maryborough

RTC 5476 2360

Thursdays - Castlemaine
Hatha Yoga (not hols)

Monday NCC 9.00am

Wendy 0490 064 084

Wednesday NCC 7.00pm - 9.30pm
Golf Croquet

Monday Hilliers St 9.30am

Kerry 5476 2315

Scrapbooking

First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Tai Chi

Tuesday NCC 10am

Marcus 0468 732 271

Mens Shed

Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm

Graeme 0418 723 196

Jen 5476 2436

Tuesday The Shed 9am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Sunday The Shed 8am – 12 noon
Wednesday Walking Group

RTC 9.30am

Cr Matt Driscoll

First Thursday RTC

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

CHIRP 5479 1000
Matt 0437 108 458
RTC 5476 2360

Anglican Church Service

Second and fourth Sundays 11am

Bowls Practice

Thursdays - 5pm at NBC

Rev Darcy 0407 245 951

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre
Newstead Public Cemetery
Newstead Police Station
Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy
Anglican Church
Catholic Church
Newstead Country Store
Newstead Friendly Grocer & Bakery
Newstead Meat Supply
Enviroshop
Dig Café

5476 2360
5476 2447
5476 2250
5476 2203
0407 245 951
5476 2710
5476 2252
5476 2400
5476 2217
5472 4160
5476 2744

Crown Hotel
CFA
Primary School
Mens Shed
Community Garden
Historical Society
Arts Hub
CWA
Spinners
Bowls
Art Salon

5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226
0418 723 196
0439 003 469
5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437
0407 806 004
0400 931 347
0408 507 882

LEGEND
• CWA: Country Women’s Association • NAH: Newstead Arts Hub • NAS: Newstead Art Salon
• NCC: Newstead Community Centre • NCG: Newstead Community Garden • NCL: Newstead Community Library
• NDHS: Newstead & District Historical Society • NPS: Newstead Primary School • NRR: Newstead Recreation Reserve
• NRC+RR: Newstead Racecourse Recreation Reserve • RN: Renewable Newstead • RTC: Rural Transaction Centre

Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org.
If this is not possible a paper copy
can be left at the RTC by 4pm on or
before the published deadline.
Contact name and phone number
must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean, Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Gayle Wallin and Jennifer
Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made
possible by the Mount Alexander
Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.
500 copies are distributed
throughout retail outlets in the
Newstead district by the first of each
month, except January. Website
hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed
unless it is party political, of an
objectionable nature, space
constraints or considered commercial
advertising. Anonymous articles will
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Articles must generally not exceed
400 words. The committee accepts
no responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
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Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
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