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Beautiful Newstead - we are so lucky!
Photograph by Pam Connell
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From your Councillor
Council’s next round of Community and Events
Grants for 2021 will open in July and August,
with plenty of opportunities for financial and
in-kind support to get your project off the
ground.
Applications for the Community Grants Program opened on
Monday 19th July. The grants provide support to new and
emerging local community development projects and initiatives
that align with Council’s strategic objectives.
Two funding streams are available - small grants of up to $3,000
and partnership grants up to $10,000. Applications close on
Monday 9th August, 2021.
The next round of Council’s Events Grants Program will open on
Monday 9th August, and offers support for established and new
events, with $1,000, $2,000 and $3,000 grants available and it
closes on Monday 30th August.
Find more information, including application forms and details on
previously funded projects, at www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/grants.
To speak to a Council team member about the grant programs
phone 5471 1700.
Earlier this year we began work on an important long-term project
in collaboration with the community called Your Community, Your
Vision.
This is a six-month initiative that will help inform the development
of several long-term Council strategies and priorities, including our
new four-year Council Plan.
We received almost five hundred responses, and we have been
steadily sifting through them looking at themes and concerns
those residents have raised.
The next step in the process involves looking at how we can
incorporate what the community has told us, into our new fouryear 2021-2025 Council Plan.
We are holding community forums in the first week of August –
pending further health advice – in both Maldon and Castlemaine
– where residents can find out more about the Your Community,
Your Vision project in more detail.
It will also be an opportunity for the community to have more input
to help refine the Community Vision prior to its launch. The dates
for the forums are Monday 2nd August in Maldon, and Wednesday
4th August in Castlemaine – and details are on the website
www.shape.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/vision.
Participants are encouraged to register so that we can provide
them with a Zoom link should the need arise.
We are very grateful for the input our community gave us earlier
this year, and we are really looking forward to more great ideas
coming through this next process. For more information, and to
register, visit www.shape.mountalexander.vic.govu/Vision or call
5471 1700.
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday of each
month between 10.00am and 12noon. The next one is August 5,
but do not forget that you can contact me via my email at
loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au or 0437 108 458.
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any time via
the home page on our website www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au

NEWSTEAD ECHO ONLINE
www.newsteadecho.org

“It is a pleasure to a real lover of Nature to give winter all the glory
[they] can, for summer will make its own way, and speak its own
praises.” - Dorothy Wordsworth
The darkest days of winter are behind us now (although perhaps
not some of the coldest!) as the days gradually become longer.
Although many plants are dormant, there is still a great deal of
life in the garden. Our cool-climate winter crops of broccoli,
cauliflower, kale, silverbeet and cabbage are growing steadily,
while our beds of fundraising garlic are flourishing. As always,
there is colour in the garden with the cheerful yellows and oranges
of the calendulas and a smattering of jonquils. While it's tempting
to stay cosy indoors by the fire, there is still work to be done in
the garden and the fresh air and movement can be invigorating
after a few hours inside an overheated room.
With our fruit trees pruned and the garlic beds weeded, the main
garden jobs for the coming weeks are to finish pruning the berry
vines and weed the communal beds in preparation for spring
planting. We are also moving our strawberry patch to a new raised
bed as the soil needs rejuvenating and the strawberries will benefit
from a little more sun. We now have the task of removing the
couch grass that has invaded this patch. August is a good time to
renovate or plant out your strawberry patch; this should be
followed with a good feed of compost or fish/seaweed emulsion.
Stay warm and enjoy what the community garden has to offer in
the coming weeks as winter draws to a close.
Annelies Chaplin

Lyn Grocke Photo: Pam Connell
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Newstead Uniting Church
Closing Service
Members of the Newstead Uniting Church, Castlemaine and
District Parish and friends attended the final service on June 27th.
It was a very poignant service led by Rev Sarah Tomilison, with
hymns, prayers, shared memories including those of the Rev Rod
Horsfield who came to Newstead in 1967 as a young trainee
minister. Peter Moloney moved us with his singing.
Preacher, George Milford, using a kaleidoscope began his
message; “Many thoughts crowd in when we think of the
happenings in this place over the years, and the after-effects of
those happenings. So many thoughts, jumbled together, so that
to look back upon them is like looking into a kaleidoscope. You
recall the kaleidoscope. Place it to your eye and a beautiful
pattern is to be seen. Give the lens a half turn and another pattern
falls into place, another turn and a still more beautiful view is
given.” George, holding everyone’s attention, used his scope to
recall many anecdotes and stories from the first service conducted
under a tree in the mid-19th century to many aspects of church
and community life through the decades.
The final hymn was the first hymn sung at the first service in the
church building when it opened on September 15th 1907. In the
Newstead ECHO at that time, it stated; “The words of the first
hymn, ‘All people that on earth do dwell’, was sung lustily by all
present to that grand tune of Old Hundred, it could not fail but to
impress.” Sarah invited us to sing it with gusto which we did even
with masks. Fay White led us with a sung-blessing as everyone
left the church building, the door was closed for the final time with
a blessing from Rev Sarah and the bell was rung by Ray
Stevenson.
Members then gathered for morning tea and the sharing of the
farewell cake, with plenty of reminiscing and renewal of
friendships.
The Newstead congregation will continue to gather locally with Rev
Sarah.
Photos: Jim Foley

Peter Moloney

Rev Sarah giving a blessing after closing the church door.

George Milford and the kaleidoscope

Farewell Cake
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Newstead on Show Update

Fire safety at home

The resurrected Newstead on Show event has been gaining
incredible support from the community, with businesses and
individuals keen to participate. Because of sporting commitments
on Saturdays, the event has been rescheduled to Sunday 10th
October, Covid permitting of course.
The expectation is that committees, local businesses, groups, and
individuals will be able to be involved in a number of ways. At the
community centre there will be displays and information in the
main hall as well as some stage performances. For example, the
primary school and pre-school choirs.
In the smaller meeting room, there will be the very popular tenminute talks. This could be Renewable Newstead, the Enviro
Shop, and the CFA. In the Mechanics Hall, there will be a smaller
version of community lunch, as well as group displays including
the Spinners, CWA and Scrapbooking.
In the forecourt of the community centre there will be Newstead
Natives and bonsai and Graeme the Chook man will be at the rear
of the centre. There is still much planning to do and many more
amazing groups that I have not mentioned.
Outside the main community centre area, a number of individuals
and groups will also be open to the public. This includes for
example, the CFA, the Railway Hotel, the community garden and
Antares.
I would like to thank all the individuals and groups for their most
welcoming support. If you would like to be involved in Newstead
on Show in any way, as a participant or even a volunteer, we would
welcome your support.
Please contact any of the following hard-working individuals:
Jan: 0438 762 202/Rose: 0409 083 295
Alex: 0413 947 486/Vicki: 0402 065 866

Did you know that there are around 3,000 house
fires every year in Victoria? Most are preventable.
Here are some tips on how to prevent fires at

Hand sanitising stations
available for use
The Community Bank Maldon & District has recently purchased
hand sanitising stations available to be loaned out to community
groups for their use.
The stands can suit various-sized hand sanitiser bottles, have
cable ties for security and are constructed from high quality
1.5mm powder-coated steel. The dimensions are 400mm W x
300mm D and 1375mm H.
Executive officer Shannon Burdeu said the Bank was pleased with
the community response to the stations. ‘We have a few placed
now in Newstead, and it’s great that people who bank local can
see their profits being
returned to the community
on things that are
needed’.
If you are interested in
borrowing one for your
next event, please pop
into
the
Newstead
Community Bank branch,
where Jan or Narelle will
be able to help you out.

your place:
• The kitchen is the most common area for fires to start. Don’t
leave cooking unattended and make sure that you keep the
stove and surrounds clean. Grease and fat that have built up
around the stove can easily catch fire. It’s a good idea to have
a fire blanket close to the stove. The blanket can be used to
smother fires in a pot or pan.
• Keep flammable items like curtains, bedding, paper and
clothing away from sources of heat such as toasters and
heaters. If you’re drying washing by the heater, it should be at
least 1 metre away.
• Get your heater checked. If it’s a gas heater, then get a
licensed gas fitter. If it’s a wood heater, then get the flue
cleaned regularly. There are a couple of local chimney sweeps
who can do this for you.
• Take care with electrical items. Don’t use items with damaged
cords or plugs or electric blankets with kinked wiring. Don’t
overload power points by using multiple power boards and
double adapters. Running too many items off a single power
point can result in the power board heating up and starting a
fire.
COVID-19 and your CFA
Like everyone else, CFA activities are currently being affected by
COVID lockdowns. We are not allowed to participate in nonessential activities, which means no training, no driver roster and
no meetings. Rest assured though that we will still be responding
to emergencies as we always do.
Anne Perkins • 0408 527 910

ADVANCE NOTICE
Newstead CFA Community September Market
Saturday 18th September
All going well, the next market will be on Saturday 18th
September. Obviously, this will depend on the everchanging COVID situation. Please check out local notice
boards and stay tuned to local social media and the
Newstead CFA webpage for updates.
The May market was very successful, but we’d like to see
more stall holders and more locals attending. Now is the
time to start thinking about whether you’d like to set up a
stall.
Anne Perkins • 0408 527 910

1946-2021 RAINFALL

As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437
2021

62.6 mm
244 pts

AVERAGE
50 mm
195 pts

June 2021
HIGHEST

123.3 mm (1995)
481 pts

LOWEST

5.1 mm (1958)
20 pts

July 2021 Rainfall up to 27th 58 mm, 226 pts
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Newstead Women’s Cricket Team

Out the Other Side

‘On the 1st of October 1860, a game of cricket came off at the back
of Marsden’s between the Newstead and Welshmen’s Reef Clubs.’ Tarrengower Times
Well, the world has come a long way since those early years of
colonial Australia. The same cannot be said for Newstead opening
batter, J Marsden who contributed only one and a duck, with the bat.
The home of cricket in Newstead was then the Newstead Hotel
(Marsden’s) and surrounding flat ground adjacent to the Loddon
River. Some 160 years later the Newstead Cricket Club has
progressed splendidly. It now consists of two junior teams, three
senior grades and now, at the beginning of the upcoming 2021/22
season, Newstead will be represented by its very own women’s
cricket team.
The team will compete in the CDCA Social Women’s Competition
which is an all ages competition and will consist of six games played
on Friday evenings, starting in October/November.
C Grade Coach Terry Chapman who has played an integral role in the
development of Newstead’s junior cricketers reflected on this
development. He said, “Our junior girls have not had a local pathway
into senior cricket, leading to some looking elsewhere to play and a
few giving the game away altogether. Now, with the inception of a
women’s team in Newstead there is a clear option for girls, in terms
of their personal development, not to mention the contribution of the
wealth of their experience to our club.”
Since the formation of The Newstead-Muckleford C Grade Team in
1968, some notable names on field have been Gervasoni, Pedretti,
Reece, Culvenor and Garsed.
Well, now we can throw into the mix, the names Tara McBean, Fianna
Gardner and Eve Righetti. All have been playing junior cricket at
Newstead with aplomb and are very excited about the prospect of
the Newstead Women’s Cricket Team.
“This evolution is not only of benefit to the women and girls of
Newstead,” Club President Ben Walter said, “…it’s a fantastic
opportunity to expand our great little club. It will give existing female
members another opportunity to develop their skills and give new
members the chance to make new friends and enjoy the game of
cricket. The men are really excited to support and encourage the
women’s team and we would love the community to be involved as
well.”
Self-confessed cricket tragic Tara McBean provided an insight as to
what it means, to have a pathway to continue one’s involvement in
the sport. “I’ve been playing cricket in Newstead in the mixed under
16s C Grade for nearly 5 years. Even though I’ve felt supported by
the club, my coach and the team, I was still in a minority and none
of this support could overcome the gap I felt in my cricketing journey.
I have an overwhelming love for the sport, the discipline and the
enjoyment it can bring.”
“This is what has me so excited and overjoyed by the introduction of
a women’s cricket team at Newstead. It opens up new avenues for
the women of Newstead and surrounding district to socialise and get
to know the amazing women in our community. The new women’s
cricket team also introduces a relaxed place for women to get into
sport, fitness and the ever so important teamwork.”
“I can’t wait for the future of women cricketing in Newstead to kick
off.”
The Newstead Cricket Club warmly welcomes prospective new
members. For further details and to register your interest in
participating with our great club, please contact:
NCC Women’s Team Rep: Sam Chapman 0429 341 768
NCC President: Ben Walter 0488 222 610
Tara McBean & Lachlan Park

As we’ve leapt over the
other mid-year hump
(hopefully)
and
navigated our way
through yet another
lockdown, the Hub is
looking forward to new
exhibitions
and
activities over the
coming
months,
beginning with the last of our events for Embers: Light up Winter
at the Hub.
And there’s still time to throw your hat into the ring to expand our
volunteer Committee. Details are on our What’s On page.
Wild Weaving with Jodie Goldring
On the final weekend of July, Jodie Goldring will take over the Hub
for a weekend of weaving. An installation will be placed on the
walls of the Hub, filled with wacky and wonderful flowers and
vines. Amongst these vines, Jodie will teach participants about
basketry and weaving practices as she leads the group through
weaving birds out of native grasses and other natural materials.
When: July 31st & August 1st, 10am-4pm
Bookings necessary: link on our website
Coming up in August
Sticks and Stone is a joint exhibition between local artists John
Smith and Angie Izard. Bringing together Smith’s abstract works
using found and remnant materials, marking canvas and paper to
engender a sense of place, with Izard’s use of stoneware clay to
create simple, functional forms, layering slips, oxides and glaze
to suggest depth and a quiet presence. Both artists produce
powerful works created with organic materials, as a nod to home
and place.
The exhibition will open on Saturday 7th August, and run for the
month.
Opening hours: 10am-4pm weekends
Art Auction - A New Date!
Having been rescheduled numerous times now as a result of
COVID lockdowns, our Art Auction & Exhibition are back on a new
date: Saturday September 4th. The art has been gathered and
together with a selection of canapes and drinks we are set for a
wonderful evening! Tickets are on sale now via our website.
Looking ahead to September: Printing with Dianne Longley
In early September, Dianne Longley will create another wonderful
printing workshop at the Hub. Using pigment and photopolymer
plate, Longley will show participants how to create beautiful
intaglio prints - incising the image directly into the plates. Tentative
date: Saturday 11th September. Bookings will open closer to the
date.
Interested in teaching something? Have something you want
to learn?
The Arts Hub is always on the lookout for workshops, exhibitions
and activities that would best serve the interests of the
community. If you have a practice that you would like to teach or
would like to exhibit at the Hub this year or next, please share
your idea on our Expression of Interest form. Or is there something
you’d love to learn or an event you would like to go to? We are all
ears!
Go to www.newsteadartshub.org for all tickets, or contact us at
info@newsteadartshub.org
Prue McAdam• 0428 391 707 Phoebe Snep • 0438 318 926
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Newstead RTC Inc.
Community Grants
Program
Newstead Rural Transaction Centre Grants Program will be
operating in September 2021.
Grant amount - Up to $1,000 (There will be $3,000 in Grant
monies made available)
Eligibility
1. Not for profit organisations/groups
2. Current Newstead Bendigo Bank account holders
3. Must service Newstead and District residents.
4. Groups that received a Grant in the past two years are
ineligible
5. Not available to political, gambling or racially based groups.
To Apply
Write a letter (Newstead RTC Grants, 45 Lyons St. Newstead.
3462) or send an email (info@newsteadrtc.org ) with the
subject as GRANTS to the Newstead RTC Committee.
Include the following information in your application
• Amount required
• What the money will be used for, including a description of the
project.
• How it will benefit Newstead and District residents.
• Include Bendigo Bank Account details (Acc name, BSB & Acc
Number)
• Include Contact details of the person applying on behalf of the
Organisation/Group.
Closing Date: 30th September 2021
Reporting Back: Recipients of our Grants will need to report back
to the RTC within 6 months of receiving the grant, to show (with
copies of receipts) how the money was used. Also photo evidence
would be appreciated.
Applications will be considered and grant money allocated at the
October Monthly Meeting and applicants will be notified
accordingly.
Sue Culvenor, President RTC Committee • 0409 323 844
Government services – closer than you think
A local service can provide access to Centrelink, Medicare
and other government programs and services.
Newstead Rural Transaction Centre is an Australian
Government Agency of Services Australia Access Point.
Using the provided computer, you can log in to your myGov
account and do your business on the spot. There is a phone
for you to access phone self service or speak to a
department service officer. If you would rather use your
mobile phone or tablet, they have got free Wi-Fi available
24/7. You do not need a password so you can get online
straight away. You can also use the Wi-Fi to download and
install the Express Plus mobile apps. The morning volunteer
staff can certify your identity documents for you. (Mon – Fri
: 9am to 1pm)
So next time you need to do some government business,
drop into the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre.
Opening hours, Monday – Friday, 9am to 5pm, at 45 Lyons
Street, Newstead 5476 2360

AUGUST 2021

What goes on at
The Shed?
The Newstead Mens Shed is all about giving blokes of all ages
and all walks of life somewhere to go to have a chat, a cuppa and
maybe some cake. The Shed is a place where we can tell our
jokes, discuss the nation’s state of affairs, brag about our footy
teams, or maybe even tell a tall story or two.
We are also proud to be part of the Newstead Community and are
ready to lend a helping hand with community groups and their
projects. We are looking forward to participating in “Newstead On
Show” in October, and
we have recently put
signs out on the
Community
Boards
letting everyone know
that Newstead has a
"Great Men's Shed".
The Shed is usually open
on Monday and
Tuesdays between
9.00 pm and 2.00 pm
and sometimes on
Friday and Sunday
morning for a few hours.
We are always looking
for new members and are keen to meet interested parties and
find out if there would be a demand for The Shed to be open, for
example, on Saturdays. We are recognising that some blokes who
would like to be part of our Shed Community might still work
during the week.
Our ongoing projects include; lots of furniture repairs, bespoke
garden furniture and household items. Our garden art, both timber
and iron, still prove popular items for our out front stall.
We wish to acknowledge the passing of one of our members, Bob.
Bob is remembered for his forthright debates and discussions on
any subject and his heart of gold. He was one of the genuinely
great blokes at The Shed and will be missed by all.
Please don't hesitate to drop in and have a chat with us at The
Shed when you see us open, or as usual you can contact us via
the Secretary, email us at newsteadmensshed@gmail.com or
Message us via our Facebook Page or Web Site.
Graeme Lees, Secretary • 0418 723 196

Pre-dawn light. Photograph by Pam Connell
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Newstead 2021 Inc AGM
Sunday 29th August @ 4.00 to 6.00pm
In the Mechanics Hall at the Newstead Community Centre.
We will implement covid safe meeting practices and, if lockdowns
continue throughout August, shall revert to a Zoom meeting.
We look forward to updates from projects for the past year plus
plans for the future year:
• President & Treasurer Finance Reports, plus Project Reports:
• Community Garden - Angela Cook & Pam Connell,
• Fire for Healthy Country - Chris Johnston.
• Renewable Newstead - Geoff Park & Don Culvenor
• Arts Hub & Open Studios - Milton Moss & Chris Johnston
• Walks & Wheels - Jen Dyer
• NADAH - Community Housing – John Nieman
We shall also be electing the N2021 committee for the coming
year.
If you are keen to support initiatives in Newstead please come
along and consider joining us.
For further information please contact
Acting President Gen Barlow
Email: genwords@bigpond.net.au or Mobile 0427 762 633
Secretary Saide Gray
Email: saideg25@gmai.com or SMS 0419 543 667

From east to west
A week away in East Gippsland was notable for my complete
failure to photograph a Superb Lyrebird… meanwhile Shining
Bronze-cuckoos called constantly overhead.
Arriving home, I was surprised this morning to encounter
numerous Shining Bronze-cuckoos in the Muckleford bush. This
species is a late winter migrant to the box-ironbark country, usually
arriving after Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo, Fan-tailed Cuckoo and
Black-eared Cuckoo and before the Pallid Cuckoo. So, this is
something of an early arrival.
The birds spotted today were actively chasing each other and
displaying, warming up to their parasitic spring antics, as a
number of potential hosts fossicked below – Superb Fairy-wrens
and Buff-rumped Thornbills. Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens, a
species known to be a host for this cuckoo, were also about and
calling.
Read more at Natural Newstead geoffpark.wordpress.com

Newstead CWA
The Branch was lucky to
have had our July meeting
on the 7th. President Jenny
Parker welcomed eight of
our members and two
visitors from PhoenixChewton Branch.
The focus of the morning
was something CRAFTY. For
those
who
came
unprepared, there was an
option to knit or crochet a
face washer or dishcloth,
for inclusion in the CWA Show Bags to be sold at the Royal
Melbourne Show in September. Beginners were helped by others
more proficient in plying the needles.
Branch members also again participated in the Maldon in Winter
Windows competition, winning the People's Choice Award for our
Group. Many thanks to Beatons Store for the use of their window.
Darryl O'Bryan • 5476 2339
Dear ECHO Reader,
This edition of the Newstead Echo has been made possible
by the generosity of the Newstead RTC, the Maldon &
District Community Bank, Mount Alexander Shire and by our
local community. We thank you for your support.

Shining Bronze-cuckoo, South German Track, 8th July 2021

Saturday Bonsai
Workshop
The July workshop saw three new
participants join some of our regular Bonsai
patrons. By the end of the day they were
trimming wiring and repotting any tree they could get their hands
on. Two were that keen they stopped on the way home and
brought a tree each to work on and turn into a Bonsai. It is great
to see the difference in people over the length of the workshop,
one of our early participants who started late last year now has
over 50 Bonsai.
I will be doing Bonsai demos on Newstead on Show on Sunday
10th October, also at a date to be fixed I will be doing a demo at
Dig. Don’t forget Bonsai workshops are held the first Saturday of
each month.
Cost $10 (half goes to the Newstead Mens Shed)
Time: 12.30 till 3.30pm
Where: 6 Canrobert St Newstead
For more info call Barry • 0417 581 808
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Newstead Live
Music Festival
A Funeral, a Concert, a Festival
The pandemic has been a roller coaster ride for lots of people.
Until recently, I felt I had escaped the worst of it, but last week
was a big one. The Winter Cozy Concert was coming up, and I had
begun believing it would really happen. In the lead-up, there was
the death of Bob Mancor . I was the celebrant, so spent many
hours talking to the family and writing up Bob’s story while still
keeping in touch with the preparations for the concert.
Bob’s funeral was scheduled for Thursday July 15th. The day
came, the weather held, and about 200 people came to farewell
this giant of a man. Be assured, we followed COVID restrictions
as best we could, and half of the attendees listened from the
courtyard or the foyer.
Following the service and some time talking to family, a couple of
us adjourned to the pub for some much needed quiet. While
there, the news came of the snap lockdown. Whew! That was
close regarding the funeral but...
...no more Cozy Concert.
Newstead Live Cozy Concert is Dead!
Long live Newstead Live Music Festival!
Performer Applications
Performer applications for the 2022 festival are open to August
31st. Festival dates are 21st – 24th January, 2022. If you are
interested in applying for the Live’n’Local stage, please send an
email to newsteadlive@gmail.com or phone me on the number
below.
Live’n’Local
The Live’n’Local stage has a new Director-in-Training – Orvokki
Britton, a high school student who recently moved into Newstead.
We are looking for two more high school students to assist her.
You will be helping to identify and engage performers from the
district, help with various PR activities, stage-manage on the day
and so on. The previous Directors-in-Training have moved on to
university in Melbourne after having done a sterling job for us.
You will be mentored in the role.
Parents, guardians and potential volunteers are welcome to call
Festival Director, Kelly Skinner on 0448 234 758 to discuss the
requirements and commitment needed.
This is a fantastic opportunity for young people to gain hands-on
experience in live music promotion and festival organising.
Kelly Skinner, Festival Director, Newstead Live Music Festival
0448 234 758 newsteadlive.com.au

Early morning. Photograph by Pam Connell
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Would you like to be a
Funeral Celebrant?
I’ve been a funeral celebrant for ten years now. I only ever do this
for people I know, or for someone in their family, and all have been
held either at the Newstead Community Centre or at the funeral
director’s in Castlemaine. My goal is to compile a story of the
deceased person that reflects the different aspects of their lives
so everyone learns things they didn’t know. I like to ask one person
from each aspect to speak about the deceased person from that
perspective. Various aspects might be family, friend, work
colleague and special interest group. My text will focus on their
history or life story.
I consider this role a privilege. The families I work with are grateful
to have someone they know helping to put this story together. I
love it that I get to know more about these people, and even meet
and get to know people I haven’t met before.
At times, I have been paid for this, although not a lot. I’ve come
to consider this a community service.
Are there two or three people in the community interested in being
a celebrant? I would like to run an information session on this,
and perhaps conduct a series of workshops.
Note that a funeral celebrant is not a legal role like a marriage
celebrant. You work with the funeral director, who takes care of
all the legal side.
If you want to see an example of me conducting a service, you
can go to the Mount Alexander website and look for the live video
of the funeral for Bob Mancor.
If you are interested in learning more, please phone me or leave
a message on my Facebook page or email me.
Kelly Skinner, Funeral Celebrant • 0448 234 758
nedkelski@yahoo.com.au

Newstead Swimming Pool
Events Committee
NOTICE OF AGM Wednesday, 22nd September 2021 at 7.30pm
NEWSTEAD RECREATION RESERVE CLUBROOMS
The Newstead Swimming Pool Events committee is responsible for
organising and managing social events at the pool. Events are only
limited by imagination and budget. The committee is also a crucial
link between the local community and the management company,
Bendigo YMCA.
The committee is ALWAYS looking for new members however this
year is particularly important as I will be stepping down from the
position of President so we are looking for someone to take over. I
plan to stay on the committee in a limited capacity to assist the
transition.
The pool is a great meeting place for new residents, visitors and
locals to catch up, hang out and get to know one another. When I
first moved into the town nearly 10 years ago, this was where I got
to know people.
We encourage everyone to attend the AGM and particularly welcome
those new to the area, especially those with young children to whom
the pool will become a focal point of your summers in town.
For more information about joining the committee, or if you are
interested in taking on the role of President, please contact me.
Hilton Hazeltine, President (outgoing • 0401 877 306
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“Shaken but not Stirred”
It’s been a while, some time in fact, that any major maintenance has
been done on one of Newstead districts oldest and most abused
back roads. Cemetery Road between Green Gully and the start of the
bitumen on Panmure Street has been plagued with never-ending
potholes and ongoing corrugations over many years. Seasonal
grading and rolling accompanied by poor edge drainage has seen the
quartz gravels gradually turn the road into glorified sand .The road’s
original sub terrain filling and base had been composed mainly from
what was known as ‘Tarilta Toppings’. These toppings were once
ancient riverbed gravels extracted from the Tarilta quarry run by
Castlemaine’s late Civil engineering contractor Malcom McClure. The
base material was once a very popular local road surface, quite
functional and reasonably economical. It was often used by the old
Newstead Shire and various others around the district as road base.
It was sometimes reported that after a heavy rain, gold specs could
be picked from these ancient alluvial gravels while walking along the
road, (I was never that lucky). In recent years Cemetery Road had
degraded well beyond economic repair… On the 24 June 2021 an
early frosty morning ,Green Gully residents were awakened by an
influx of loudly beeping earthmoving plant, contractor gravel trucks,
avenues of witches hats all neatly set, by fluoro clad Shire workers .
After almost a week of energetic work, the old gravels along Cemetery
Road had been finally stripped out with a cut roughly a foot below
the crown of the original road. This cut was then carefully backfilled
with 4,000 tons of crushed blue-metal along entire length of the old
road .The material being supplied by the handy Moolort quarries. The
layered material was then tightly rolled and deep watered to achieve
a sound adhesion and full compaction. All this fantastic effort was
courtesy of Mount Alexander Shire, through a special state
Government roads grant. “Mt Alexander Shire… Green Gully thanks
you”. As for the tortuous condition of the old road, I recall some
humorous complaints from a couple of my old neighbours. The late
POW Jack Llewellyn from Green Gully (keen fisherman) once
discovered that his outboard motor was missing from his boat when
he arrived at Picnic Point and ready to launch on Cairn Curran. It was
later discovered on the return journey, found smashed to
smithereens, laying peacefully in a ditch near the cemetery. Then
there was the late and interesting Mr Bell who was apprenticed as a
founder and moulder as young bloke, watched Spitfires &
Messerschmitt’s battle it out high above his English home, Cleveland
UK. Anyway he was taking his wife shopping at the Newstead
butchers one day, and as they motored slowly and nervously along
the familiar corrugations, their teeth quickly chattered and their eyes
became irritated by the choking dust. Unexpectedly the car took a
large kangaroo hop across the road. Shaken but not stirred Mr Bell
quickly corrected the dramatic drift, but in the chaos couldn’t
decipher his wife’s screaming and flailing arms (which he often
described as being more animated, than usual). Thinking his wife
was having some sort of medical episode, he quickly realised her
false teeth and prescription glasses were now gone …Somehow in
the chaos, they had been ejected out the car window, never to be
found! As for me, a 40 year Green Gully resident and local volunteer
firefighter, I once turned out to Newstead for a structure fire and at
last moment decided to take the back road to the station. Along the
way a number of severe potholes caused the cars glued rear view
mirror to dramatically fall from the cars windscreen and onto the
passenger seat. Arriving at the fire station, I picked it up and quickly
examined the mounting which revealed a fair chunk of windscreen
still attached to it. It was soon pointed out by another member that
a large crack had also extended across the windscreen.
Christopher Simmins, Green Gully • 5476 2310
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Newstead Spinners
“In the midst of chaos lies creativity” a wise
person once said.
Well, that certainly has been the case for me
during the past chaotic Covid year. It all started innocently when
my darling daughter decided to get three cute boy Alpacas worming, feet and springtime shearing was arranged, “and Mum,
you can have the wool”!
I played with felting years ago and remembered that alpaca hair
is not ideal for felting. I was about to say ‘no’ when, on Facebook,
I saw a cheap spinning wheel for sale. “Oh, I thought... that might
be an option for the boys’ fleece, let’s check it out”, unaware of
how this would ‘spin’ me to new adventures.
So, I spent time in front of my fireplace, armed with said spinning
wheel, starting from scratch, with NO idea. Oh dear, YouTube and
Facebook spinning groups, made it look easy… but doing it alone?
I was almost giving up when a wonderful Wendy-lady contacted
me, giving me some pointers and inviting me to visit once the
Spinners were meeting again. Oh YES! and I did …and still do…
and those visits spur me on!
We are a casual group of
kindly women who meet
at the Community Centre
every other Tuesday. The
big, well-heated room
provides
space
for
wheels, bags, show-andtell or swap-and-trade,
social distancing, chatting
and playing with fibre.
Jan and Maritsa nuno-felting

No one forces
conversation, advice or
opinions. We come from
all kinds of backgrounds:
teachers, farmers,
professionals, retirees,
artists, mums and nannas
or just ourselves. It’s
Dunja and Suzie nuno-felting
about encouraging and
helping each other. I really
appreciate the amazing richness of knowledge and experience.
And, of course, it’s about eating cake which Suzan has not yet
failed to bring to share.
Karen’s “dyeing with Indigo” workshop turned my world blue and
nuno-felting of wool to silk was exciting. Wendy showed us dyeing
with commercial dyes and I learned about natural dyes using
berries and leaves. Coffee bush gave me a golden yellow!
Weaving talk sounded awesome and started another journey of
discovery leading to Saori weaving. Some ladies crochet or knit
and I am now wearing a pair of socks which just jumped off my
needles last night. There is no lockdown crisis here: spinning to
weave and knitting the first little vest for my grandson.
Interested? Come check us out.
Everything handmade is the New Awesome! Learning a new Skill
is even more Awesome!
Dunja Kuhr
Contacts: Sally Weis (President) • 0400 922 027
Anja Tuseck (Secretary) • 0407 806 004
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My Pandemic

Community meeting moved to
online as Victoria locks down
Renewable Newstead’s community meeting, set to be held on
25th July has been postponed yet again by Covid related
lockdowns. Intending to be held at the Community Centre for all
local residents, this has now been moved to an online forum on
Thursday 5th August, with more opportunities for face to face
meetings down the track.
At this meeting, the team behind Renewable Newstead will outline
our work so far, the next steps of our project, and our plans for
the future. Over the past 18 months, we have come a long way in
working towards building a solar farm for the local community, and
are excited to share all of the developments that have been made.
Also in attendance at the meeting will be representatives of the
company we are partnering with for the construction and retail of
the solar power, giving you a chance to meet and hear from
everybody involved.
At this meeting, you will:
• Get an update on what’s happening with the project
• Meet our prospective solar farm builder/operator
• Hear about proposed electricity pricing
• Have an opportunity to ask questions about any aspect of this
project
When: Thursday 5th August 7.30-9.30pm
Where: online, link available via
www.renewablenewstead.com.au and on our facebook page
Who: Anyone living in Newstead and surrounds interested in the
project
Phoebe Snep • 0438 318 926
I work between Naarm and Dja Dja Wurrung in the lands of the
Kulin Nation. I acknowledge that this land was taken and never
ceded, and pay my respects to the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the lands on which I live and work.

I have started painting my house. My house is mudbrick so there
is not a lot of painting on the outside and so far I have managed
to give three coats to one window inside and outside! I am slow
on the painting but that is because this activity is interspersed
with gardening (ongoing planting and weeding), picking olives (now
completed), pickling olives (ongoing), pruning olive trees (never
finished), knitting winter woollies for ourselves and others and
crochet caps for keeping heads snug.
I have taken up designing my clothes using existing favourites as
patterns and creating my own patterns from these items. Some I
find in the Newstead RTC Op Shop. But that is a secret treasure
trove of Newstead only open between lockdowns, so don’t tell
everyone!

Another lockdown activity that gives me joy is that I have bought
and adopted some worms from the Newstead Community Garden
and have started a worm farm, in fact two, in old compost bins.
They have multiplied wonderfully. I wonder how the worms do that
multiplication thing? Fed with vegetable and fruit peelings, my
worms particularly enjoy banana skins and sliced apple. They only
need feeding once a week so are much cheaper to feed than a
husband or goats. I do so enjoy watching them wiggle when I
deliver food and to note that apparently different sorts that are
developing. Some are pale pink, others have circular tiger stripes.
The other activity I find creates much happiness is walking. I try
to walk once or twice a day: it energises me and seems to create
happiness.
Drinking tea is another delight which I can happily do 4-6 times a
day, although it is a challenge organising a Japanese tea
ceremony with oneself.
During the colder months, if it is raining, I stay in bed for an extra
hour or two.
This feels so luxurious, a bit decadent and totally delightful.
I have discovered that I can save on heating costs, even get
knitting done or respond to emails from the warmth of my bed
with a little fresh air worming its way in through the window to
keep me awake, although sometimes, I confess, I go back to
sleep.
In fact, I am so enjoying my lockdown days, doing almost no
travel, and am considering taking up the life of a hermit in future
years, even without a pandemic to encourage me.
Saide Gray
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A salient lesson
Recently I was personally confronted with the reality of the Covid
pandemic. By recounting my experience I hope to perhaps help
underline the need to overcome any complacency in our
community. This is serious folks - we may consider ourselves to be
in a safe little enclave here in Newstead, but the wolf is not far
outside our doors.
On Sunday morning the 11th of July I was returning from
Melbourne after a long overdue family gathering. On the way I
stopped as I usually do (and many of us probably do too) at the
BP outbound service station on the Calder Highway. I got there
about 11.10am and left at 11.20am. (I know this because I did
an EFTPOS transaction at precisely 11.18am and then left the
premises immediately.) I then continued home to Newstead, not
stopping again.
During the following week (before the lockdown on Thursday the
15th began) I went out for dinner for my birthday (correctly
checking in, mask wearing etc), and shopped as usual in Newstead
and Castlemaine (again following the rules).
On Monday morning the 19th of July I checked the list of Victorian
Covid exposure sites (which we should all do daily), and discovered
to my horror that the BP service station had been listed as a Tier
1 exposure site the evening before - a delay of one week. The
listing stated the exposure period as being from 11.30am to
1.00pm. Technically I was in the clear, but it was close enough for
me to immediately book a test at CHIRP in Castlemaine for that
afternoon. The following morning (Tuesday) the result came back
via text - it was negative. Phew! So, I could go about my (albeit
locked down) business.
However, on Wednesday the 21st of July, the listing had changed
the exposure time to between 11.15am and 11.45am.

Open Garden Plaistow
Homestead
August 27 is daffodil day, a fundraising initiative of the Cancer
Council.
We will be opening the gardens at Plaistow on the weekend of
28th and 29th August to raise funds for the Cancer council.
Many people had planned to visit in May but due to Covid
restrictions the open garden was cancelled.
The Plaistow gardens surround the heritage listed homestead. The
gardens are the passion of Lilian and Peter. The 150 year old
peppercorn trees form the basis of the gardens with an eclectic
collection of shrubs and perennials, areas of cut grass, thousands
of bulbs and a cacti and succulent collection. We expect that
many of the thousands of daffodils will be in full bloom.
These gardens survive in spite of extreme frosts, low rainfall and
minimal watering as the creek water available is frequently very
salty.
Beth Higgins will be selling plants.
Entry will be $5.00 for adults with children free. Dogs are not
permitted and there are some water hazards.
All visitors must sign a Covid contact sheet and comply with Covid
rules at the time.
Plaistow Homestead - 324 Rodborough Road Joyces Creek.
Lilian and Peter • 5476 2450 / 0419 884 710
plaistow@bigpond.com

I was now in the window! Straightaway I went into isolation,
planning to get another test on my 13th day from exposure (which
would have been Saturday the 24th).
On Thursday things changed again. The service station had been
reclassified as a Tier 2 site, meaning I had no need to isolate since
I’d already had a negative screening result. Talk about a
rollercoaster!
I contacted Bendigo Health to find out what was going on. It turns
out that although a site may be given a Tier rating initially, upon
detailed tracing of the infectious person health authorities can
revise that rating. It seems that since the person was there for
such a short time and had observed Covid safety procedures, there
was a negligible chance of transmission of the virus.
This is in no way a criticism of the health system. The tracers and
testers are doing a fantastic job in difficult circumstances. The
people at the Castlemaine testing centre were wonderfully kind
and considerate, and Bendigo Health were right on top of the
situation.
The point of all this waffle is that at the moment you just don’t
know how things might turn out. I could have perfectly innocently
brought Covid to Newstead, creating an exposure site at one or
more of our shops and necessitating two weeks isolation for many
of our townsfolk. Fortunately this of course didn’t happen.
The moral of the story? GET VACCINATED AS SOON AS YOU HAVE
THE OPPORTUNITY. As I write this I have had my first dose of
Astrazeneca vaccine (11 weeks ago), and by the time this edition
of the Echo comes out I will have received my second dose. It’s
the only way out of this colossal mess.
A concerned Newstead resident

NAIDOC WEEK –
Postscript to July
Echo comment
Or shining example? Perfect ending anyway!
Last month we wrote about NAIDOC Week, when we make a point
of giving thanks for the gifts and skills of our National Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people; for their care of this land and
their achievements.
So what a splendid example we saw on the last day (- if we were
up late enough!) Ash Barty, an aboriginal lass and already world
No. 1 woman tennis player, won the Wimbledon women’s singles
on the final day of NAIDOC week! Not only that, but it was exactly
50 years since an Australian woman had won that title – Evonne
Goolagong Cawley, who has followed Barty’s career with interest,
care and advice since Barty was 1thirteen!
Barty’s demeanour at all times brings credit to her, to our First
Peoples and to Australia as a whole. She’s graceful, appreciative
of others’ efforts, grounded in her family; talented but personally
self-effacing. An example for all!
Julia Nutting • jules37@fastmail.com.au
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Finding New Ways
Here we are again! What a time of uncertainty and change we are
living in. In my recent conversations with people I have noticed that
some keep a very positive attitude, and others are more expressive of
their frustration and disappointment. In my view, the reality is that
while we are certainly blessed in many ways and need to stay
optimistic, it is also OK, and important, to acknowledge that this is a
challenging time.
Certainly all the cancelling, changing and general sense of not knowing
makes the healthy functioning of any community so much more
difficult. But this time around I have been struck by the ways that our
desire to love and care for each other is stronger than the
impediments. Even with all the complications, I have been so
encouraged to see people finding creative new ways to be there for
each other.
This can look like calls, texts and emails, or calling over the fence. It
can be sending someone a letter, or dropping a bucket of oranges at
their door. For our church we have been putting together a compilation
of writing and pictures inspired by our experience of ‘home’ in this
lockdown. We got together online on Thursday and each lit a candle
to remind us of the light of the presence of God that is with us through
time. And, like so many, we have used Zoom to continue with our
Sunday service (if you would like to share in this please just get in
touch). I pray and trust that our Newstead community will continue to
find new and wonderful ways to be together. All the best, Darcy
Vaughan – maldoninglewood@gmail.com
Rev Darcy Vaughan, Anglican Parishes of Maldon and Inglewood
0407 245 951

Be part of shaping new Council Plan

Apply for a community or event grant

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the ‘Your
Community, Your Vision’ engagement project earlier this
year.
We received nearly five hundred incredible contributions
from residents in the shire.
We’re now taking all the information you shared with us and
exploring how we can incorporate this into our new 2021–
2025 Council Plan.
Join one of our online community forums and let’s continue
the conversation about your priorities for the future of our
shire.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, forums will be held via Zoom.
Participants will be sent a link via email prior to the event.
Forum 1 – Monday 2 August, 6.00pm
Forum 2 – Wednesday 4 August, 6.00pm
For more details, or to register your interest, see
shape.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/vision or call 5471 1700.

If you have a brilliant idea for an event, a community project
or creative endeavour make sure you apply for the next
round of Council grants.
Council offers a number of funding opportunities for
community groups and organisations that want to undertake
projects and events that align with Council’s plans and
strategies.
Our Community Grants program is now open, and will close
on Monday 9 August.
There are two funding streams are available - small grants up
to $3,000 and partnership grants up to $10,000.
The next round of our Events Grants program will open on
Monday 9 August, and close on Monday 30 August.
The program offers support for established and new events,
with $1,000, $2,000 and $3,000 grants available.
For more information, visit mountalexander.vic.gov.au/Grants
or call 5471 1700.
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Newstead Football Netball
Club
As I write this article, we are in another Covid Lockdown period,
and our scheduled round against Natte Bealiba has been
postponed. This, unfortunately, has been the third game this
season that has been impacted by Covid. Although it has been a
fantastic year for the club to be playing sport again, the impact of
Covid has made the year somewhat challenging both on and off
the field.
After ten rounds, we have mixed results on the ladders across
Football & Netball, both Senior & Junior. Unless further impacted
by Covid, the club only has three games left to play of the home
and away season.
Football Ladder Positions

Netball Ladder Positions

Seniors

9th

A Grade

6th

Reserves

8th

B Grade

10th

U17.5

5th

C Grade

9th

U14.5

10th

U17

2nd

U11.5

8th

U15

8th

U13

3rd

U11

3rd
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On a positive note, the Newstead Recreation Reserve has been
awarded $250,000 from the Community Sports Lighting Stream.
In addition to this, Mount Alexander Shire Council will be making
a $120,000 contribution, with Newstead Cricket Club and
Newstead Football Netball Club both contributing $5,000 each to
the project. The estimated Total Project Cost is $380,000 to
achieve 200lux sports lighting across the oval with a 300lux infield
for cricket night matches. This means that we as a football club,
will be able to have more effective training nights across the whole
ground, allowing for more productive training sessions. The
possible introduction of twilight games and introduction of a
women’s football team in the future.
On Thursday 15th July, we held a pie/hotdog night for all our junior
players. We also had a special guest come along in Jack Ginnivan
who played junior football at Newstead and is now playing for
Collingwood in the VFL and we feel only games away from playing
his debut game in the AFL side.
A big thank you to Jack Ginnivan who answered questions and
took photos with some of our young aspiring footballers and
netballers. Great to see a high-level player coming back to his
grassroots.
On Saturday 10th of July, we held our annual Club Ball at the
Newstead Community Centre, and it was great to see so many
footballers & netballers and their partners and guests come along
to enjoy what was a fantastic night. Everyone looked amazing. I
would like to acknowledge Eden Carson and the social committee
for setting up the night for success.
Regards
Mark Leckey, Newstead Football Netball Club - President

Jack Ginnivan

Newstead Primary School invites all 2022 prep students to

Pie/hotdog night

school experience mornings in term 3.

Wednesday 18th August from 9:30am to
10:30am
Wednesday 8th September from 9:15am to
11am

Some of the attendees at the Annual Club Ball

Why are Experience Days SO IMPORTANT?


Students begin to learn their way around their new environment.



Teachers, students and parents begin to develop rela onships.



Students learn the di erences between Kinder and Primary School.



Building of friendships between new students and their Be er Buddies.



A posi ve start to children beginning their new phase of life as full me students.



It is also lots of fun!!!!!

Register your child to attend by calling Newstead Primary School
5476 2226
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Newstead & District
Historical Society
We are still here!!!!
For the last month Mount Alexander Council workmen have been
carrying out renovations to the exterior of the courthouse, they
have scaffolding and timber stored in the courthouse which makes
public access almost impossible. When they have removed their
timber etc, we will be able to reopen. Covid permitting.
Following a couple of changes to our contact details the society’s
notice board in front of the courthouse has been taken to the sign
writer to update our contact details, it will be back soon.
Research enquiries are still welcomed; we will do our best
(circumstances permitting) to answer your queries.
Joan Sartori, Secretary • 0354 762 327
Email: joan.sartori@bigpond.com

Housing Close to Home
Recently NADAH (Newstead and District Affordable Housing) was
re-activated, due mainly to a growing convergence of many
housing factors in Newstead. Especially relevant is that the Uniting
Church has an arm, Uniting Housing, which is a large supplier of
social housing, some 700 such units Australia-wide. The following
is the outline of submissions to Mount Alexander Shire and Uniting
Church.

“

Our intent is to use and re-purpose existing
resources to provide affordable, smaller
housing in Newstead.”

NADAH is an auspiced arm of Newstead 2021. It is also funded
by grants from the RTC in Newstead. The management type is not
yet cast in stone as what we need to do administratively to best
achieve our end is not yet clear. For the moment the structure is
a convener, John Nieman, who taps relevant people on the
shoulder to make use of their expertise.
Newstead is a village with a high number of older singles, many
with limited wealth and/or income. Anecdotally we have had a
Councillor living in a shed behind the pub and a pensioner
spending two thirds of income on rent. The median age in
Newstead is 51 years compared to Victoria’s 37.
The aiming point of the still emerging plan is three (or)
conventional smaller townhouses on the old tennis courts and a
ten or twelve unit co-housing* arrangement on the Uniting Church
site.
Critical to the plan is the participation of both MASC and the
Uniting Church as the respective owners of the tennis courts and
the church site. If either or both decline to participate, or are rigidly
bound by ‘the rules’, the plan fails. Aging in Place, Social Housing,
Affordable Housing, working from home and cashed up

AUGUST 2021

Newstead Landcare Group
August planting Our last planting for the year will be on Sunday
8th August. We will be continuing our work restoring understorey
at the confluence of the Loddon River and Muckleford Creek. What
better way to spend a winter’s morning than putting some plants
in the wet soil underneath the magnificent stand of River Red
Gums at this beautiful site. And you’ll be helping our native fauna
and flora prosper into the future!
We will start work at 9.30am and work until morning tea at 11am.
Bring some gloves and a mug for morning tea. Hammers and
digging tools would also be useful.
Directions to working bee: go 2km from Dig Cafe southeast along
Panmure St/Cemetery Rd (almost to Muckleford Creek crossing).
Wear sturdy boots as the terrain is undulating.
As COVID restrictions may apply, please email me at
patrickkavanagh@bigpond.com if you plan to come along.
Patrick Kavanagh • 0437 663 345

Tree changers are much discussed currently, as are housing
related grants. All are interconnected.
NADAH’s tasks at the moment are speaking with both MASC and
Uniting Church, establishing the most recent demographic data,
examining potential building types, examining the best structure
of the organisation and where we fit with existing organisations.
The Plan in mud map
• MASC sells old courts block with a caveat that smaller houses
are built.
• Money from courts sale held over for future use at Church
block.
• Uniting Church’s social housing division leases the site to
NADAH for a peppercorn, or self-develops co-housing**. (The
big advantage is that the communal section of the site, i.e.
the church and kitchen, exist already)
• Ten or twelve self-contained units built perhaps along northeast
and southeast sides of lot (not street frontage sides). Partly
from money escrowed earlier, partly from grants, partly from
private funding. (At 30% of pension as upper limit for weekly
rent, twelve units would return $150x12x52 or $93,600 pa.)
• Managed by Uniting Housing or a consortium of NADAH,
Uniting Housing, residents and private investment.
• Kill Points: MASC and or Uniting Housing decline to participate;
demographic analysis fails to support anecdotal need.
There are thousands of questions and loose ends about this but
we have to start somewhere.
If you want input, nemo would love to hear from you.
*

Co-housing. (From University of Technology Sydney)
Cohousing, or co-living, arrangements aim to mix private and shared
spaces in a way that meets the need for both privacy and a sense of
community and support. With an emphasis on social interaction,
environmental sustainability and accessible design, cohousing may provide
an attractive housing alternative for seniors.

** Uniting Housing is an existing division of the Uniting Church. Its charter is
to provide affordable housing for lower income people.

John Nieman (nemo) Convener, NADAH • 0447 766 009
captn.nemo.john@gmail.com
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100 Years Ago
August 3 1921
Mr W Lauer, of Green Gully, met with a painful accident on
Tuesday evening, necessitating in the amputation of his left
hand at the wrist. Along with Mr W Archibald, he was using
a hand chaffcutter. Mr Lauer, who is subject to sudden
seizures, was feeding the machine, and had his hand drawn
in with the hay, he apparently having previously relapsed
into unconsciousness, being unnoticed. The knives were
stopped as soon as Mr Archibold discovered there was
something amiss, but the hand and wrist had been badly
crushed. When extricated, the unfortunate man was
unconscious, and Mr W Mitchell was communicated with
and promptly removed him to the Castlemaine hospital. He
is now progressing as well as can be expected.
August 10 1921
During the last fortnight the Newstead Butter Factory has
manufactured 15½ tons of butter, which is an increase of
3½ tons over the previous fortnight. The price paid for
choicest was 1/11¼ per lb, and for first grade 1/10¾ per lb.
the amount paid to suppliers was £2,802/4/5.
The Railway Commissioners will visit Guildford Station
today, and it is understood that a deputation is being
arranged by CR Blinkhorn to bring forward the proposed
improvements which lately occupied the attention of the
Council.
The Honor Row of trees in Guildford is assuming a
neglected appearance, as two or three guards have been
broken by stock and the trees nipped down. Folk are still
wondering when the proposed name plates will make their
appearance, as they seem to have become a dream of the
past.
A meeting to consider the best means of assisting Mr W
Lauer of Green Valley, who recently met with a serious
accident, was held in the Newstead Mechanics Hall on
Thursday evening. There were 15 present, and it was
decided to issue subscription lists, and appeal to the public
to assist in this deserving case. It is confidently expected
that a ready response will be forthcoming. A committee was
appointed to arrange matters, and Mr F W Ellis was
appointed chairman, and Mr P Harte secretary.
Amidst heavy clouds and wet weather, about 4.15 on
Monday afternoon last, a flying machine came from the
direction of Melbourne and flying at a low altitude passed
over Guildford and Newstead, and soon disappeared from
sight, going rapidly to the north-west.
August 17 1921
In the Mechanics’ Hall on Saturday night a large audience
greeted the official concert party of the Association for the
Blind and patrons were treated to a delightful entertainment.
The chief attraction was Mr Arthur Douglas, the well known
Scottish comedian, whose Scotch songs kept the audience
in a simmer of merriment. Mr Alf Broadway gave a skilful
exhibition of juggling. Other artists added to the excellence
of the entertainment in songs, duets, and quartettes. The

receipts amounted to £18/16/6, and as the expenditure is
only 13/, a balance of £17/13/6 has been forwarded to the
Secretary of the Associated for the Blind. At the close of the
entertainment the concert party were entertained at supper
by the licensee of the Crown Hotel, and Mr McConachy was
heartily thanked for his hospitality.
Newstead Avenue of Honor
At the local council meeting on Thursday a letter was
received from the secretary of the Newstead Avenue of
Honor Committee [Mr F W Ellis] stating that the committee
was desirous of extending the avenue to link up with the
soldiers’ war memorial recently erected, and asking if the
council had any objection to scheme provided the extention
passes between Franzi’s and Thompson’s paddocks, thence
to the corner of Mrs Slee’s residence. -- Cr Robinson, in
moving that no objection be offered, said he couldn’t see
any objection, and considered it a good route. The President
also favoured the proposal, and the motion was carried.
August 24 1921
Several people residing in the Guildford Valley have been
scanning the sky recently for the sight of an aeroplane of
which they thought they could hear, but no flying machine
could be espied. It has now transpired that the noise is
caused by the strong engine on Mr F Turvey’s (of the
aeroplane disaster fame) motor bike, when he is travelling
on the Strangways road, and the noise, in some of the
conditions of the atmosphere that have been experienced of
late, is heard quite plainly in parts of Guildford when the
player is miles away.
August 31 1921
By the midday train on Friday last a truck load of pigeons
were brought to Newstead and liberated by a C F
Thompson, who has been a liberator for over ten years.
There were eight batches of birds, making a total of 1,343,
and the following were the order in which they were
liberated. -- Geelong 171, Yarraville 400, Essendon 156,
Kyneton 27, Hawthorn 86, Carlton 79, Brunswick 300, and
Coburg 75. The homing society suffer very much by the
action of so called sports men in shooting birds as they are
making their way homewards and a reward of £5 is offered
for information that will lead to persecution of any offender.
A shooting party on the sides of the Guildford plateau, near
Parson Lowes Gully, last Saturday, were very fortunate in
not causing a serios injury to one of the members of the
family of Mr Charles Franzi, whose residence is on the other
side of the Loddon river. A bullet, which was apparently fired
by a strong rifle, struck a brick at the side of the kitchen door
in the very spot where Mr Franzi’s little child stands very
often, watching for her father to come. The course of the
bullet, which split the brick into halves, was straight up the
verandah where Mrs Franzi has to go to procure domestic
water. The use of rifles in shooting in the vicinity of
residences is a very dangerous practice and should be
discontinued before any serious calamity is caused.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society
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Date

Activity

Time

Sun 1

CFA training Fire Station

Sat 7

Newstead Arts Hub ‘Sticks and Stones’ exhib

Sun 8

Landcare Working Bee Loddon River

Tue 10

Spinners Mechanics Hall

Contact

9.15am

Doug 0427 762 353

10am - 4pm
9.30am

Prue 0428 391 707
Patrick 0437 663 345

10am

Sally 0400 922 027

Sat 28, Sun 29 Plaistow Open Garden for Cancer Council

Peter 5476 2450

Sun 29

Repair Café Castlemaine Community House

10am

Chris 5470 5508

Sun 29

2021 inc. AGM NCC

4pm

Gen 0427 762 366

A look ahead to September
Wed 8

Prep Transition day NPS

Sat 18

CFA Community Market Rotunda Park

9.15am - 11am
8am

Wed 22

Swimming Pool Events Com AGM NRR

7.30pm

Kathy 5476 2226

Hilton 0401 877 306

As the restrictions are changing from day to day check your organisation for any changes

Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org.
If this is not possible a paper copy
can be left at the RTC by 4pm on or
before the published deadline.
Contact name and phone number
must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean. Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Frances Wade, Gayle Wallin
and Jennifer Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made
possible by the Mount Alexander
Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.

Weekly Activities
Activity

Details

Community Bus Regular Service

Wednesdays - Maryborough

Contact
RTC 5476 2360

Thursdays - Castlemaine
Hatha Yoga (not hols)

Monday NCC 9.00am

Wendy 0490 064 084

Wednesday NCC 7.00pm - 9.30pm
Golf Croquet

Monday Hilliers St 9.30am

Kerry 5476 2315

Scrapbooking

First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Tai Chi

Tuesday NCC 10am

Marcus 0468 732 271

Mens Shed

Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm

Graeme 0418 723 196

Jen 5476 2436

Tuesday The Shed 8am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Friday Pool, fish n chips 6.30pm
Sunday The Shed 8am –1pm

500 copies are distributed
throughout retail outlets in the
Newstead district by the first of each
month, except January. Website
hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed
unless it is party political, of an
objectionable nature, space
constraints or considered commercial
advertising. Anonymous articles will
not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed
400 words. The committee accepts
no responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.

RTC 5476 2360

A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If
you would like to be added to this list
email Janet on jantru@bigpond.com

Rev Darcy 0407 245 951

Committee contact for this month is:

Community Lunch

Wednesday Mechanics Hall 12.30pm Anthony 0490 055 918

Cr Matt Driscoll

First Thursday RTC

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

Anglican Church Service

Second and fourth Sundays 11am

Matt 0437 108 458

Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre

5476 2360

New Boots

Newstead Public Cemetery

5476 2447

Crown Hotel

Newstead Police Station

5476 2250

CFA

Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy

5476 2203

Primary School

0492 867 319
5476 2222
0408 527 910
5476 2226

Mens Shed

0418 723 196

Community Garden

0439 003 469

Anglican Church

0407 245 951

Catholic Church

5476 2710

Newstead Country Store

5476 2252

Historical Society

N’stead Friendly Grocer & Bakery

5476 2400

Arts Hub

Newstead Meat Supply

5476 2217

CWA

Enviroshop

5472 4160

Spinners

0407 806 004

Dig Café

5476 2744

Bowls

0400 931 347

Art Salon

0408 507 882

5476 2327
0428 391 707
5476 2437

LEGEND
• CWA: Country Women’s Association • NAH: Newstead Arts Hub • NAS: Newstead Art Salon
• NCC: Newstead Community Centre • NCG: Newstead Community Garden • NCL: Newstead Community Library
• NDHS: Newstead & District Historical Society • NPS: Newstead Primary School • NRR: Newstead Recreation Reserve
• NRC+RR: Newstead Racecourse Recreation Reserve • RTC: Rural Transaction Centre
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