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Member profile – Carina and Russell
Newstead CFA is always interested in recruiting. So I thought I’d have a chat to two of our
newer members about their experiences.
Carina Gigliotti and Russell Hodges joined
the brigade almost two years ago in May
2018. They had moved to Newstead in
2010 and both wanted to meet new people
and contribute to the local community.
Russell said that he had always had an
interest in CFA but was unsure whether the commitment would be
too much, since both he and Carina have full time jobs.
After
seeing a Facebook post, they came along to a brigade open day to
find out more. What they heard was reassuring - members are only
asked to attend six training sessions and two meetings per year.
Attending incidents is completely voluntary – CFA understands that
people are not always able to respond when the pager goes off.
Each member can decide for themselves whether to turn out or not,
taking into account their personal commitments to work, family life
and the community.
So Carina and Russell signed up and completed their basic training.
I asked them if they remembered their first turn out. Russell’s was a
bush fire at Hepburn Springs and Carina’s was a house fire. Both of
them said they felt very nervous when in the truck on route, but once
they got there, the nerves quickly settled down, because they were
well supported by more experienced brigade members. Both Russell
and Carina said they had never felt unsafe at an incident and they
had a lot of confidence in their fellow brigade members.
When asked whether anything about being in CFA had surprised
them, Carina said she had never before realised how committed
volunteers are. She commented that “Members put their lives on pause to go and fight for someone else’s property”,
whether this is for a few hours or for several days at a stretch. Russell said that he had been surprised by the range of
skills CFA volunteers need, such as map reading, pump operation and radio skills. It’s much more than “just holding a
hose”.
Both of them agreed that the most positive thing about being in Newstead CFA is the people and the feeling of being
part of the team who works together to achieve a goal. As Russell said “It feels like you’re part of something, you’re not
an outsider, you don’t feel excluded.”
Maybe you are one of those people like Russell and Carina who were interested in joining CFA but not sure if it was
really for you. If so, why not get in touch with a brigade member and have your questions answered? You will find that
there are roles in CFA for people of all ages and backgrounds, whether you’re a full time worker, a student or a retiree.
And as Carina said “It’s so much more fun to jump onto a fire truck than to sit in the background!”
Anne Perkins 0408 527 910

Royal Children’s Hospital Good
Friday Appeal
Newstead Fire brigade will once again be
collecting for the 2021 Royal Children’s
Hospital Good Friday Appeal.
Brigade members will be out in the
Newstead Fire trucks, driving the local
roads,
seeking
donations
from
approximately 9.00am until 12:30pm on Friday 2nd April.
At around 11:00am the Newstead fire truck will make its way
out to the Welshmans Reef Water Sports Club (aka
Caravan Park) whose happy patrons have always provided
generous support for the cause.
Other roadside collection points will be located at the corner
of Campbell and Tivey St Newstead as well as Lyons St,
opposite the Newstead Primary School.
For those who wish to donate early, collection tins are also

located in the Newstead Country Store, Newstead IGA and
the Crown Hotel. Also virtualtinshake.com.au is available
online.
This will be the Newstead brigade’s 10th year of fundraising,
for the Royal Children's Hospital. Easter 2011 saw the
Newstead Fire Brigade and its brigade helpers, along with
our town’s local businesses commence collecting for the
Good Friday Appeal. The brigade’s keen crews along with
its fire trucks trawled the township and visited our somewhat
shocked outer areas with lights and sirens blaring...gaining
an impressive $839 and a few lessons learnt.
By 2019 the brigade and its helpers were now expected by
the locals, and raised a staggering $4314. In 2020 when
CoVid 19 raised its ugly head, the brigade and its helpers
managed to muster $677. Total raised by Newstead and
District collectors for the RCH-GFA $23,356.
Christopher Simmins 5476 2310
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From Your Councilor
We are in the process of finalising the
draft Council budget for 2021/2022,
which will include our priorities for the
year ahead. The draft budget will be
released for public display on 21st
April on
Council’s
website.
I
encourage you to have a look and
provide feedback.
As your Ward
Councillor, I invite you to get in touch
with me and have a chat about what you’d like to see
included, and to make a formal submission.
You’ll be able to find the budget and how to make a
submission on Council’s website from Wednesday 21st
April. www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/HaveYourSay
You’ll have until 19th May to provide feedback.
This month we also want to hear from you regarding the
Community Vision and Council Plan, which will help to
guide our priorities for the next ten years and beyond.
We’ll soon be updating the Have Your Say page on our
website with details on how you can get involved.
Anyone with a veggie garden or fruit trees will be
concerned about the recent outbreaks of Queensland
Fruit Fly around the shire. Growing your own produce is
one of the best things about living in the country, and it’s
important that we work together to fight this pest. Make
sure you treat any infected fruit or vegetables properly
and don’t compost it. Find out more details at
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au/FruitFly
I will hold a listening post at the RTC on the first Thursday
of each month between 10.00am and 12noon. The next
one is 1st April, but don’t forget that you can contact me
on 0437 108 458.
or via my email at
loddonriver@mountalexander.vic.gov.au
You can also lodge a service request to Council at any
time via the home page on our website
www.mountalexander.vic.gov.au
Cr Matt Driscoll, Loddon River Ward
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Newstead Public Cemetery
Update on cemetery maintenance
tests are being undertaken to see if
the concrete water tank is leaking or if
someone, yet again, is pinching the
water. Water is used by the
community for flushing of toilets, hand washing and
general use. The tank is filled by the run-off of rain water
from the shed. We encourage the responsible use of
the cemetery’s facilities and ask the community to do so.
For one person to pinch our water is a slap in the face to
our generous volunteers and our community. It is an
extremely selfish act. Town water does not extend to the
cemetery.
On a brighter note, we have our regular mowing and
maintenance resuming as COVID dampens down and
we sincerely thank Alisha Petersen for her grand efforts
in keeping the cemetery grounds in a tidy state. Many
thanks Alisha.
We have had further Geophysics carried out at the
cemetery in search of ancient grave sites. A further
update will be provided when results have been
received.
Jill Bant 5476 2447
Bonsai Workshop
Lacey’s Hidden Garden, in partnership
with the Newstead Mens Shed, held our
second Saturday Bonsai workshop which
was a great success. We had five
participants in the morning session and
nine in the afternoon session. Almost all
brought trees with themselves for
everyone to work on. We had some that had never had
anything to do with Bonsai to some who had been doing
them for a numbers of years. All had a great time. It was a
pleasure to share my knowledge of doing Bonsai for the last
twenty years and to still learn new things from this group.

Government Services –
Closer Than You Think
A local service can provide
access to Centrelink, Medicare
and other government programs
and services. Newstead Rural Transaction Centre is an
Australian Government Agency of Services Australia
Access Point. Using the provided computer, you can log
in to your myGov account and do your business on the
spot. There is a phone for you to access phone self
service or speak to a department service officer. If you
would rather use your mobile phone or tablet, they have
free Wi-Fi available 24/7. You do not need a password so
you can get online straight away. You can also use the Wi
-Fi to download and install the Express Plus mobile apps.
The morning volunteer staff can certify your identity
documents for you, Monday – Friday : 9.00am to 1.00pm.
So next time you need to do some government business,
drop into the Newstead Rural Transaction Centre.
45 Lyons Street, Newstead. Phone 5476 2360
Opening hours, Monday – Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm,
Sue Culvenor President Newstead RTC

Next month because of Easter the next workshop will be on
the second Saturday 10th of April. Please book as places
are filling quickly. Already half the spaces have been
booked.
Morning 10.00am to noon. Afternoon 1.00 to 3.00 pm.
The workshop is held around Lacey’s Hidden Garden
6 Canrobert Street Newstead
Barry 0417 581 808

1946-2021 Rainfall
As collected by Jim and Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

February
2021

Average

Highest 1973

Lowest 1956,
1991
13.6 mm
37.8 mm
183.4 mm
4.8 mm
53 pts
147 pts
714 pts
19 pts
March 2021 Rainfall up to 24th, 62.8mm, 145pts
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Hi Everyone, my name is
Heather Collins, I’m a
new addition to the
Newstead
Community
Garden and I am loving
being part of this fabulous
community. Things are slowing down now. Autumn has
arrived and there’s been a big clean-up of the plots with
all that lovely green material used in our Compost
Building Day on the 8th March.
I have cleared all the old and dying growth from my plot
and given it a good top up with beautiful fresh compost
and a layer of mulch in readiness for planting out
broadbeans, radish, carrot and English spinach. Next
week I’ll be doing some under cover starts of brussell
sprouts, cabbage and cauliflower for planting out in a few
weeks time.
We had our two manure runs in readiness for Compost
making day. Our first trip was out to a chemical free goat
farm where we came away with four trailer loads of goat
poo. Then we headed out to Campbelltown for some
beautifully aged and chemical free sheep poo, another
four trailer loads, YAY! Gardeners get excited about
manure, what can I say?
Our Compost Building day, arrived wet and cool, not
enough rain that we didn’t need the hose running to make
our pile though. It was a great effort from all concerned
and what a bedraggled lot we looked at the end.

To celebrate our Compost and International Women’s
Day we decided to have a Garden Pizza Afternoon.
Giuliano’s job for the day was to man the oven so he had
fired it up in the morning in readiness for the festivities
later in the day. After spending the morning building a
magnificent compost pile in the rain we all went home to
change into dry clothes. The rain stopped, the sun came
out and we all returned around 2.30pm to celebrate. Pam
had made a big batch of dough and everyone bought
toppings. Many different and delicious pizzas were
shared, there was much laughter, pleasure and great fun
was had by all. What a way to spend the day.
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Newstead Spinners Inc
It is wonderful to be back together enjoying
each other’s company.
Last meeting we held our 2021 AGM and reelected the office bearers previously voted in
this January at the Covid delayed 2020 AGM.
(Slightly unusual, but so is a 10 month hiatus).
The hum of conversation, the sharing of work underway
and projects completed, meant we could all imagine
anew creative directions some of us had lost during our
time apart. We have had members return after a very
long absence and some new members arrive to swell our
numbers. Our move to the Mechanics’ Hall means we
can all find space to keep crafting and luckily there is
enough cake to go around.
Wheels are spinning, needles clicking, and we have
exciting plans for the coming year for workshops with an
inspiring selection of fibre crafts. We start in April with a
day dyeing yarn, fleece and any other fibre that takes our
fancy. There will be an indigo vat to give that distinctive
and beautiful blue, and natural as well as commercial dye
pots.

We meet
from 10.00am – 3.00pm, every second
Tuesday at the Newstead Community Centre.
In April this will be on the 6th and 20th
New members are always welcome.
Suzan Redlande
Contacts: Sally Weis, President, 0400 922 027;
Anja Tuseck, Secretary. 0407 806 004

Newstead
ANZAC Day Memorial
Service
Sunday 25 April 2021
11.00am
Newstead Memorial Park
Dear ECHO Reader,
This edition of the Newstead Echo has been made
possible by the generosity of the Newstead RTC, the
Maldon & District Community Bank, Mount Alexander
Shire and by our local community.
We thank you for your support.
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Snap it up!

The Wonder of Autumn Rain
A somewhat unanticipated, but very welcome event …
recently we enjoyed 8mm of rain. Within minutes of its
gentle onset, swarms of insects emerged, including flying
ants of various varieties.
Once the rain had stopped, but under still leaden skies, I
paid a visit to the Rise and Shine Bushland Reserve.
There was lots of bird activity … the bush always comes
to life when rain follows a dry spell … and insectivorous
species were especially active. Black-faced and Whitebellied Cuckoo-shrikes, Restless Flycatcher and Dusky
Woodswallows were joined by numerous Olive-backed
Orioles in their hunt for insects.
I was struck by this juvenile Olive-backed Oriole that I
first spotted catching winged ants from the ground. It was
being followed by two immature and inquisitive Crimson
Rosellas, prompted apparently by the foraging success of
the oriole. Over the course of a five minute cameo the
rosellas followed the oriole to a succession of perches
but at no stage did they make any attempt to interfere. I
can only surmise that they were hoping to share the
oriole’s success but I’m not clear on their strategy, if
indeed they had one!
Rosellas are mainly fruit and seed eaters, but they are
known to take insects, especially larvae – this behaviour
though is a first for me.
Read more at
Natural Newstead geoffpark.wordpress.com

Olive-backed Oriole and immature Crimson Rosella,
Rise and Shine Bushland reserve, 8th March 2021

Biggest Morning Tea in Plaistow
Homestead Gardens.
Thursday 27 May and Saturday 29 May
All proceeds to Cancer Council
Lilian and Peter Skilbeck 54762450

After a brief lockdown
reprieve, the Newstead
Arts Hub has come back
with a renewed vigor to bring incredible local art and
activities to the community. March brought with it an
abundance of exhibitions and workshops.
Our Platform Movie Night saw the space filled with
cushions, blankets, sausages and snacks as everyone
nestled in to enjoy a good movie.

A peek at what’s ahead:
A Month of ‘Particles’. An incredible upcoming
exhibition arrives in the form of ‘Particles’, exploring the
poetics of form all the way down to the tiniest dust.
Bringing together artists across a range of mediums
including laser cut timber and acrylic, clay forms, native
installations, and visual art, this is one to set some time
aside for. Opens Friday 2nd April 7-10pm, then weekends
10am-4pm for the month of April.
Pen to Paper is a three week creative writing workshop
designed to help women get started, or get a leg up in
their writing journey. Limited places available, bookings
required. Starts 30th April.
Friday 16th April, as part of our Platform Pieces series,
an Open Mic Night on the platform will provide an
opportunity for people to showcase talents such as
singing, music, poetry, performance, or just kick back and
enjoy the show. Volunteer your talents Newsteadians we know you are out there.
On the 25th April Annie Giffard will run a class on
Creating a Lampshade in which we will learn how to
construct a new shade from scratch, as well as how to
refurbish existing shades.
Saturday 8th May - Platform Dinner and Art Auction.
The time has come to hold one of our most popular
events again. This year, the dinner will be entirely catered
for by Konjo Mama and art will be primarily sourced from
collectors rather than artists. Bookings will be available
soon, if you would like to donate a piece please get in
touch.
As we head into the cooler months, the Hub will continue
to create a wide variety of events, workshops and
exhibitions. More information on everything coming up
will be on our website - newsteadartshub.org - or our
facebook and instagram pages.
Prue McAdam 0428 391 707 Phoebe Snep 0438 318 926

April 2021

Newstead echo

The season is upon us with
round one commencing 2nd
April (Good Friday) against
Maldon at Maldon; this is
something we are all
looking forward to, and it is
great to see the excitement
return to the club. I would like to wish all the
footballers and netballers, both Senior and
Juniors, all the best for the year ahead.
As a club our aim is to promote and encourage
the sports of both football and netball across all
age groups whilst having fun playing it. We
encourage anyone and everyone to come along
and support these teams when able and would
like to see as many new members as possible.
To make a club successful overall, we need many
volunteers to share the load and avoid burnout. If
you can help in any way please contact any of the
committee members to discuss your availability,
your time will be very much appreciated.
For latest up to date news and events follow the
Newstead Football Netball Club 2021 Facebook
Mark Leckey, President, 0427 779 786
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Grape Picking – Chapple’s Winery
The club spent four and half days picking grapes for Chapple’s
Winery in the first few weeks of March, this has been a major
fundraiser for the club and with the funds raised, we will be able to
fund things such as, an upgraded Defibrillator for the club, Football
Equipment, and other much needed club sundry items.
My personal thanks go out to the many club volunteers; we had
footballers, netballers, junior players, parents, supporters, life
members, committee members, and I am sure, others. I would also
like to personally thank those from the wonderful Newstead
community that gave up their time to come along to support our
club.
I would also like to thank Arthur and Lynette Chapple for the
opportunity; your support to our club over many years has been
outstanding and we would all like to wish you the absolute best for
the future.
Happy chappy, Arthur Chapple
Congratulations to all; a job well done

Balanced Whole with Karla
The good fats you really need
You may have heard of omega 3 fats and that they are essential for health, but do you know why they
are important, or where to find them? These fats form an important part of each of the trillions of cells in
your body and so low omega 3 intake can lead to or exacerbate dry skin or hair, other skin problems
(e.g. slow healing of wounds), eczema, allergies, joint pain or even contribute to period pain!
To help boost omega 3 intake, I often recommend eating more oily fish. But it can be challenging to
find seafood which ticks the boxes of health and sustainability. Thankfully, the humble mackerel from a can is full of
healthy omega 3 fats and as it’s a small fish, it’s a more sustainable choice. Plus, smaller fish tend to be lower in
mercury and other ocean contaminants. This meal hits the spot from a taste perspective and is super easy to prepare!
Mackerel salad (serves 1)
• 2-3 cups Cos (or other) lettuce leaves, torn
• 1/2 small cucumber, sliced
• 1/2 a grated carrot
• Few slices of red onion
• 1 small/medium boiled potato, cooled and sliced
• 1 can mackerel in olive oil, drained
• 1 boiled egg (or 2 if you are ravenous!)
Place everything in a bowl, drizzle with lemon juice, olive oil, a splash of balsamic and a sprinkle of sunflower seeds. As
the weather cools down, you can serve this as a warm salad with freshly cooked potatoes and egg.
Note: vegan sources of omega 3 include walnuts, chia, hemp and linseeds, so it’s totally possible to top yourself up with
omega 3 if you prefer to avoid fish.
Karla Rawles, Naturopath, 0404 516 008
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Renewable Newstead
have been given a
notice of decision from
the Victorian Planning
Minister in regards to
our planned solar farm. This indicates that the Minister
plans to approve the permit, but the permit itself remains
forthcoming.
This permit approval will come with a number of
conditions including some roadworks, landscaping work
to reduce the visual impact of the farm, and works to
minimise impact on local biodiversity. These conditions
largely fall within expected parameters, with some
additional unforeseen requirements including a highway
intersection and heritage survey. Renewable Newstead
are now working through all the conditions to assess the
viability of each option and the future of the project
overall.
The Newstead Solar Farm will operate on a property set
back off the Pyrenees Highway, on the western outskirts
of Newstead. On this property the farm will be arranged in
rows of 60-90 solar panels, with six metres between each
row, covering a total area of roughly seven hectares. The
entire installation will be surrounded by a ten metre
perimeter fire break, and a 45,000 litre water tank will be
onsite. This design has considered results of expert
analysis on local biodiversity, visual impacts and
economic impacts.
At 5MW, the solar farm will provide enough energy to
supply the entire township of Newstead and some
surrounding areas. This project differs from commercial
solar fields as it will direct the power straight into the
town, giving Newstead the opportunity to be completely
powered by renewable energy. This solar farm project
has been the result of nearly twelve years of hard work
and is proudly community-led. This exciting achievement
will contribute to Victoria’s state energy target of 50%
renewables by 2030, as well as leading the way for other
townships across the state to make the switch to
renewable energy.
As we start moving toward the next phase of the
construction process, Renewable Newstead remains
committed to achieving its core principles. This means
that as the more tangible elements of the project begin to
come together, we will continue to ensure that the needs
of the township are prioritized, and that the community
will stay both informed and involved. As potential
agreements with partners begin to take shape, the
economic benefits of the field will be able to be put to the
residents of Newstead.
As a community project we have partnered closely with
The Department of Land, Water, and Planning, and are
pleased to be going ahead with their support. Receiving
this planning permit is an integral stepping stone toward
beginning our next phase of construction. We are
committed to giving this project its best chance, to lead
the way in making community-scale renewable energy
generation viable.
Phoebe Snep, for Renewable Newstead, 0438 318 926

Castlemaine Repair Cafe
Last Sunday of the month, 25th April
10.00am to 1.00pm at Castlemaine Community House
30 Templeton St Castlemaine. Enter from back door.
Bring along broken household items. First in first served.
Gold coin donation. Further info: Chris 5470 5508
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What’s happening in The
Shed?
March has been very busy. We
have produced seven picnic tables
for the Mt Alexander Shire Council,
and constructed a newly designed
Bench Seat for curb side dining in Barker Street,
Castlemaine, also commissioned by the council to
increase outdoor seating in town.
Local customers have kept us busy with more orders for
more picnic tables and benches, garden seats, potting
tables and so on.
We were pleased to welcome some new members during
the month to our little Shed community. It’s great to see
fresh faces and we would like to see many more.
One of the initiatives the Shed’s Management Committee
is looking at is a survey of our local community to get
some feedback on what they would like to see us doing at
The Shed for existing members, new members and the
local newstead community.
If you would like to give us some feedback, head online to
our Facebook Page Newstead Men’s Shed and drop us
a comment on our survey post, or answer the following
short survey questions and drop it into our mail box on
the front of the Newstead Men’s Shed building in Lyons
Street.
What would you like to see us provide or come involved
with in Newstead?
If you became a member, what expectations would you
expect from The Shed?
Our Friday night pool and fish ‘n’ chips night is proving
popular and will continue to be on offer to all interested
members and locals, doors open at 6.30pm.
As a fund raiser we will be offering a Sausage Sizzle /
Bacon ‘n’ Egg rolls on Easter Monday right in front of The
Shed for both locals and travellers. We ran this event the
year before Covid closed us down and it was very
successful. Drop in and have a chat and try one of our
fresh BBQ offerings. Soft drinks, tea and coffee will also
be available.
We would like to flag to any interested Community/
Charity Groups and Organisations in Newstead and close
surrounds, that the Men’s Shed is willing to donate labour
time and skills to assist with any project that you might be
considering, as well
as providing our
Sausage Sizzle by
arrangement for any
local events that
may be running. For
enquiries
and
information, contact
the Secretary or
leave
a
Direct
Message on our
Facebook Page.
Graeme Lees,
Secretary
0418 723 196

Don’t be discouraged. It’s
often the last key in the
bunch that opens the lock.
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Newstead Bowls Club
When we last left you we were looking
down the barrel of elimination from the
finals. We pulled ourselves together and
after an extra week played Avoca in the
semi and we came out the victors. Now
onto the grand final; Newstead vs Talbot.
The day was not to be ours. Going down by 24. We
looked good early but they took the second half of the
day. Congratulations to Talbot who were unbeatable all
season.
We ran our popular 5-A-Side Tournament on the Sunday
of the Labour Day weekend. Twelve teams of five players
competed as either triples or pairs over the day. Team
“Creek” or “The Creekers” from Campbells Creek came
out clear winners for the day winning all their games.
Second was the local team lead by David “Brunsy”
Cobden. The third prize went to the “Jacksons”. Many
thanks to Maldon and District Community Bank for their
support again this year. Thanks to Ross from MCDB for
coming and making the presentation to the successful
teams. Many thanks to our team of helpers on the day:
Kylie, Courtney, and Joan.
On the day we awarded a Life Membership to one of our
favourite bowling sons, Peter Tangey. Pete is the happy
face you want to see anytime you come down for a bowl.
Always good for a chat, knows everyone and tells some
very dodgy jokes.

Congratulations Pete, Life Member, Newstead Bowls Club

This will probably be our last posting before we close
down for a long winter break till the season begins again
in October. We wish everybody good health in these
times and when we return all will have been jabbed and
fighting fit ready to do it all again. Cheers.
If you are new to town or just want to try bowls come on
down and join our Thursday practice at around 5:00pm for
a hello, a bowl and a liquid. No experience needed.
Graeme Lipback: 0400 931 347

Newstead Echo Online
www.newsteadecho.org
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Newstead CWA
Dani’s Shave for a Cure
Our secretary Dani Kent had a health
scare at the start of the year and vowed
that she would shave her head to raise
money for further research into the
prevention and cures for cancer at the Harcourt
Applefest on 6th March. So she and her son Mickey did
just that. At the time of printing Dani is happy to
announce that they have so far raised $775.00.

Ready for the chop

Mickey and Dani minus hair

At our meeting on Wednesday 7th April, we will celebrate
our international day. This year the country of study is
‘Indigenous Australia’. Members have been invited to
individually research and present a topic of particular
interest on this very diverse theme, and are asked to use
their imagination to bring lunch with an indigenous
theme. Various artifacts will be displayed.
We welcome a new member, a newcomer to the town
Hannah Collins.
If you would like to come along you will be made most
welcome.
Jenny Parker, President 0417 475 270
Dani Kent, Secretary 0413 478 335
Central Victoria Group Confernce
On 20th February the Central Victoria Group of CWA
held its AGM and Group Conference in the Community
Centre. It was well attended by delegates and
members from the ten Branches.
Outgoing Group
President Darryl
O'Bryan, from
Newstead Branch,
welcomed the
incoming President
Dallas Giles, a
Welshman's Reef
local, and member of
Phoenix Chewton
Branch.
The guest speaker, well known Castlemaine identity
Vic Say, presented the group with information to assist
members start to delve into our study area for 2021 Indigenous Australia.
Those attending were able to take in a large display
presented by International Officer Helen Johnstone.
The State Representative Narelle Hanrahan also
touched on the product for study Grasses for which a
static display was arranged.
Afternoon tea capped off an enjoyable afternoon.
Darryl O’Byran
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Newstead Anglican
Church
Thank you for all who have
welcomed me to Newstead in recent
weeks. It has been great to begin
getting to know this wonderful town,
and I look forward to getting to more
community garden events, pool parties, community
meals and gallery exhibitions in the future. But for now,
Easter is fast approaching. This is a special time in the
life of our church. You are very welcome to join us for
any of our services at All Saints Newstead in the coming
weeks;
• Palm Sunday, 11.0am on Sunday, 28th March
• Maundy Thursday, 4.00pm, 1st April
• Good Friday, 7.00pm, 2nd April
You can follow us on Facebook if you would like more
updates on service times and events around this special
time. I hope it is a time of rest and reflection for you and,
when it arrives, a Happy Easter !
Rev Darcy Vaughan, 0407 245 951

Catholic Church
St Anne’s Newstead Sunday 11th April 6.00pm
St Laurence’s Sandon Sunday 25th April 6.00pm
George Ryan 5476 2710
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Newstead Historical Society
It’s that time of year again. Our AGM will
be held on Monday 19th April at 7.30
pm covid regulations permitting. We held
our 2019-2020 AGM a few weeks ago
and soon it will be time for the 2020-2021
meeting. Due to the pandemic we have
not opened the courthouse to the public for just on twelve
months, but can open on appointment.
Our membership has dropped considerably over the past
year, probably due to the pandemic and natural attrition.
We are in need of new members as membership fees are a
contributing factor towards our finances which goes towards
the maintenance, the general running of the Society and the
provision of much needed equipment for ongoing research
and storage of our history.
If you don’t wish to be a fully paid up member it is possible
to be a volunteer and come and help with typing etc, you
then become an associate member. No fee to do so, and
still covered by our insurance.
It would be very sad if our Society was to close down due to
lack of funds and people who are willing to spare a few
hours a week to help run the society.
Our local history is so precious, it is important, and it must
be preserved for future generations. Too often we don’t
realize what we have had and lost, until it is too late. To be
able to keep the Society running we need your help to
preserve our history and in turn keep the society running.
Anyone who can spare an hour or two typing up entries for
our data base, tidying up outside the courthouse, etc would
be very welcome. Please !!!!!!
Enquiries;Joan Sartori, Secretary, 5476 2327
Email; joan.sartori@bigpond.com
Derek Reid, President, derekdi@gcom.net.au

April
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Announcing the Community Bank’s 2021 Scholarships
In March five local students
were awarded Community
Bank scholarships, including
Newstead’s Amy Lamport.
The scholarships support youth studying at TAFE,
university or undertaking an apprenticeship.
Maldon & District Community Bank Branch Manager
Adam Balzan was on hand to announce the latest
recipients of its annual scholarship program, and to
present the two new youth leadership scholarships.
“The scholarships support local students with their
university or TAFE studies and helps them each to
overcome some of the obstacles of study, such as buying
a new laptop or equipment, and travel costs. It’s another
way our Community Bank supports young people in our
communities” said Branch Manager Adam Balzan.
“We’re also thrilled to add the leadership scholarships to
our suite of scholarships. These help our young leaders
in our community with their studies, and recognise the
important contribution our young and emerging leaders
make to our communities.”
Leadership awards
The Community Bank extended
its scholarship program this year
to include two scholarship
awards
recognising
the
leadership of young people in the
region. The inaugural recipients
were Amy Lamport and Caleb
Kuhle.
The
Emerging
Leader
Scholarship was presented to
Amy, who is commencing
Certificate II Animal Studies in
TAFE. The $1,000 scholarship
will help Amy with the costs of
attending practical workshops in Wodonga throughout
the year.
Amy is an active member of the Castlemaine Girl Guides,
participating over the last eight years in many hours of
community volunteering and leadership activities. She is
currently completing her Queens Guide award, and is
also involved with the Newstead Football Netball Club as
part of the netball team.
“I applied for this scholarship as I am currently studying a
GOTAFE course while completing Year 11 and 12 at

Newstead Preschool
2021 Fundraising
When
lockdowns
and
restrictions of 2020 resulted
in the cancellation of our
annual fundraisers at the
British Motorcycle Rally and
our Preschool Auction and
Trivia Night the Newstead
Preschool Parent Advisory Group were left with little
fundraising opportunities for the year.
In recent years funds raised at our annual events have
contributed to the building of an outdoor stage area for the
children to play and create on as well as the re-rendering
and re-painting of the interior of our building.
In 2021, with the future of community gatherings and events
unknown we’re working with our kinder families, Newstead
locals as well as the Mount Alexander Shire community to

Highview College. For my future career path I have
decided to look into Veterinary Nursing, completing a
Certificate II in Animal Studies now is a head start as it is
a prerequisite for the Cert IV,” said Amy.
“I am hoping in the future to be able to work locally and
assist the members of the community with their animal
needs and requirements alongside our amazing
veterinary practices.”
Caleb Kuhle received a $1,000 Young Leadership award
in recognition of his community leadership. Caleb is in his
second year as club president of the Castlemaine
Football Netball Club. The funding will support him to
complete his final year of Business Management
(Accounting) studies at Bendigo’s La Trobe University.
Bet Bet’s Ethan Freemantle received the major
scholarship of a $2,000 bank account. Ethan commenced
a Bachelor of Agriculture at Wagga Wagga’s Charles
Sturt University this year.
Keely McDonald from McKenzies Hill and Chewton’s
Uma Dingemans each received a $1,000 scholarship to
support their studies this year. Keely is undertaking her
Bachelor of Science honours year at the University of
Melbourne, majoring in immunology. The scholarship will
support her research at the Peter Doherty Institute for
Infection and Immunity. Talented former Castlemaine
Secondary Student Uma Dingemans’ scholarship has
assisted with the costs of relocating to Melbourne for her
Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Melbourne.
The scholarships are awarded annually to young
students aged 25 years and under. Eleven students from
the region have received awards since the
commencement of the scholarship program in 2018.
Karly Smith Whelan 0478 435 110
Director, Maldon & District Community Bank

Branch Manager Adam Balzan with Caleb, Uma and Ethan

arrange the production of a ‘Kinder Cookbook’.
We want your recipes of all kinds, favourite recipes,
signature dishes, sweet, savoury, unique and bizarre. Tell
us why the dish is special to you, where it came from and
who you cook it for plus let us know if you have any special
tips.
With funds raised this year the Parent Advisory Group seek
to purchase a new shade sail for our outside play area as
the current one is torn and in disrepair, and hopefully
arrange some new seating for lunchtime.
If you want further information or have a recipe to submit
please do so together with your contact details to the
following;
Email:newsteadcookbook@outlook.com.au
Text message to:0411 523 785
Post: Newstead Preschool Kinder Cookbook,
PO Box 111, Newstead Vic 3462
Tika Ebery 0411 523 785
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Somers Camp is an amazing
camp that is offered to grade 5
and 6 students across all State
Schools in Victoria. The camp has
been running since 1959. Every
two years we are offered the
opportunity to attend the nine day
camp along with all the schools in
the Castlemaine, Bendigo and Maryborough region. The camp
is capped at 160 students to attend. We are allocated only a
few positions with students being randomly selected from
those interested. Due to Covid 19 this is the first camp our
students have had the opportunity to attend since 2019. We
were very lucky to be given six places and the six students
that attended all have fantastic recounts of their nine day
adventure.
Kathy Callander, Principal, 5476 2226

Our Somers Experiences
Sophia Elise Britt, I was so lucky to be the first
person to get drawn out of a hat to go to this nine
day camp. I was excited and nervous at the
same time, but I knew I was going to have an
incredible experience. It was the best camp ever.
The timetable was strict, it was hard getting into
the routine of waking up at 7:00, but I managed it
quite easily. My favourite things were the challenge swing. I loved
it so much because when you pull that little green ball you go
flying and a gush of wind falls on to your face. I also loved surfing.
It was fun but it was a misty and foggy morning it was so cold my
hands turned purple! I also liked the high ropes course and
drama. In drama we auditioned for plays and we practiced our
lines, it was super fun on the stage but it was pretty scary at the
same time standing in front of more than one hundred kids. I have
made heaps of long-lasting friends that are super fun,
encouraging and kind. I miss them so much but hopefully I will get
to see them again.
We did so many activities such as biking, boating, abseiling, rock
climbing, challenge swing, low ropes course, high ropes course,
drama, surfing, environmental studies, mini golf, archery, library
and loads more that I cannot think of now! The food we had was
delicious. For breakfast sometimes, we normally had the choice
between toast or cereal but sometimes we had pancakes and
when I was a table host I got eggs and bacon which was
delicious. And when you got hungry there were apples for
whenever you wanted them, but I never really got hungry
because they gave you so much food, you could have seconds,
thirds, even fourths sometimes! On the first day we had ham and
cheese rolls for lunch, delicious roast for tea, and for dessert we
had cheesecake that was to die for.
We went to assembly every day, in assembly we sang songs
most of them were really funny like one called “a wombat on a
surfboard”. That one is my favourite and I liked “ghost chickens in
the sky”. Brett also announced the hut cleaning scores, you had
to work with your hut members and sweep outside, make the
towels perfect and there is heaps more things you can do for
points. They also handed out the writing award badge for each
hut, I got one on the first day they gave them out, I didn’t really
expect it but I was really proud of myself. In these nine days I
have overcome most of my fears and I have grown.
Somers camp is amazing, it is a great experience. Everything is
fun, the teachers are so kind and I honestly wish I could stay
there for more than nine days.

April 2021

Ropes Course. It was like a giant obstacle course up really high
and I took the hard route it was so scary even though I knew it
was completely safe. I had an amazing time at Somers .
Nekoda Somers camp is the best camp ever, although the
thought of a nine day camp sounds scary and daunting. It’s
actually the best camp I have ever had. We did the giant swing
which looked easy but when you got to the top NO IT WAS
PRETTY HIGH UP. But that was why it was so fun. I remember
we found quick sand and someone actually got stuck in it waist
deep and we had to pull them out. Surfing was super fun and we
actually got some big waves as well as stabbing my foot on rocks.
The giant flying fox was super awesome. Another person and I
did a high five in the middle since there where two ziplines side by
side. We got to see a live snake which was cool and it was pretty
fat. I also discovered that I’m actually pretty good at archery
because I got four bullseyes.
Sadie Garsed, I am one of the lucky kids that got the opportunity
to go to Somers school camp..
When you get there, you are starving and busting and you don’t
know where the toilets are so you are busting to pee and eat. We
were told that food would be soon but first we had to do
assembly. I found a toilet and I went to climb the big rock. Then a
bell went so we all went to the cinema (a big room that could fit
more than two hundred and sixty kids inside and had a stage).
We sang some songs and did some actions to the songs as well,
then we sang their version of ‘row row, row your boat’ but this was
different. At the end they sang ‘chuck the children over board and
listen to them scream’. One kid at the back sang ‘chuck the
teachers over board and listen to them scream’ so everyone
joined in and sang the same.
We had a tour around the camp and there is so much to see. We
were shown the activities and the beach. They even have a barn
and a museum. At the beach it was cold and wind was terrible so
we didn’t stay for long. We went to our huts and unpacked, made
our bed and got ready for dinner. Lunch was good but dinner was
amazing. We had roast lamb with cheese cake and it was
delicious!
We had books to write down things for the activities and the
weather. There were spots where you put pictures of your
activities and what you did along the nine days to show to our
family. All the activities look so fun and I couldn’t wait to do them.
I can’t remember the first activities that we did but I know it was
so much fun. There are thirty-five to do not including night
activities. My advice for going there is to make sure you go to the
top of the challenge swing, stand up on the board in surfing, take
your time in orienteering, be quiet when you go bird watching and
do a whole lot of crazy things that you have never tried and if you
come home saying that you didn’t have fun, there is something
wrong with you because it is the best camp you’ll ever go to in
your life. You will make so many friends.
Knowing me I didn’t miss my parents at all while I was away. This
was honestly the best few days of my whole life.

Eve Boyd Camp was an amazing experience and we had so
many wonderful activities. I loved the activities but one of my
absolute favourites was the Challenge Swing. It was eighteen
metres high and I went all the way to the top. I could see the
ocean from up there. Once I was at the top, I had to pull a little
green ball that made me go zooming down. I felt like my stomach
fell out.
In free time we were allowed to play with the guinea pigs there.
My favourite one there was called Maisie. I sometimes met my
friends there because we were in different cabins and groups and
it was a nice way to catch up. There was an activity called High

Our six Newstead students as they wait for the bus to begin their
journey to Somers
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100 Years Ago
April 6 1921
CENSUS
Commonwealth of Australia
4th April, 2021
ALL PERSONS in the Commonwealth on the NIGHT
BETWEEN SUNDAY, 3rd April, and MONDAY, 4th
April, 1921, must furnish the required information.
A collector will call for the Census Slips left at every
dwelling, but any person who has not received the
necessary Slip is required to immediately report to the
nearest Post Office or Police Station.
Penalty for refusing to supply the required information
£10. For wilfully untrue statement £50.
G H KNIBBS
Commonwealth Statistician
The new proprietor of the Crown Hotel, Newstead, Mr R
McConachy has had a wide and varied experience in the
public house and hotel business in various parts of the
State, and intends catering for the public in a most up-todate manner. The building is being thoroughly renovated,
and all new furnishings are being put in. The billiard room
will be brought right up-to-date, and a marker will always be
in attendance. Full sets of billiard, pool, snooker and
snookerette balls is being provided. The bar appliances are
also being renewed with the latest gas and air pumps, and
only the best of ales, wines and spirits will be stocked. First
class accommodation for travellers is available, and good
meals will be a feature of the house. The stabling and
outbuildings are also to be renovated, and the Gloria Light
has been installed throughout the premises.
April 13 1921
The Rev McPhee has donated an Honor Roll to Newstead
Presbyterian Church, and the unveiling ceremony will take
place on Anzac Sunday, 24th inst. Mr McPhee will conduct
the service, and the Premier, Hon H S W Lawson, is being
asked to perform the unveiling ceremony.
On Tuesday night a well known female resident of Yapeen
arrived at the Guildford Railway Station from Bendigo, under
the influence of liquor, and was arrested by Constable
Jones, and kept in the Guildford lockup for the night. On
Wednesday morning the offender was brought before Mr B
Blinkhorn, JP and fined 5s for drunkenness, and 10s for
obscene language.
Judging by the large number of football enthusiasts who
assembled on the local recreation reserve on Saturday keen
interest will be taken in the favorite winter pastime this
season. The match between Newstead and Castlemaine did
not take place, as a notification was received from the
Castlemaine team at 12.30pm stating that they had decided
to cancel the match on account of threatening weather. A
game was then arranged between the local seniors and
juniors, and resulted in a win for the firstnamed. A number of
Moolort players were included in the senior team, and they
showed some good clean and clever football.

WORKING BEE - All interested in football are asked to
assist in erecting new goal posts and attending to other
requirements at the local reserve this (Wednesday)
evening. Mr Hansen has kindly given the use of his horse
and plough.
April 27 1921
Anzac Day was commemorated at the Newstead State
school on Friday last. There was a good attendance of
parents and visitors, and addresses were delivered by Rev
Horton, Mr Parry - on behalf of the School committee, and
the head teacher, Mr Ellis. Appropriate songs were rendered
by the school children, assisted by the school brass band,
and the school rooms were decorated with flowers, flags and
bunting. A feature of the commemoration was the unveiling
and formal handing over to the trustees of the captured
machine gun presented by the Defence Department to the
local Shire Council. The ceremony in connection with the
gun was performed by Rev Horton, who feelingly referred to
the sacrifices made by our men, and the memories
associated with the captured gun. On behalf of the trustees,
Mr Griff Jenkins and Mr C H Jenkin - returned soldiersacknowledged the gift, expressed the wish that the children
would always treasure the relic, and formally handed over to
be placed in the school.
Honoring the Brave ~ Newstead Presbyterian Church
Honor Roll Unveiled By The Premier
Anzac Sunday evening service at the Presbyterian Church
was one of a special occasion, it being the time set apart for
the unveiling of the Honor Roll, which had been presented to
the Church by the Rev A R McPhee, a native of Newstead.
The Honor Roll has been erected in the Church to the
memory of the young men who were connected with the
Sunday School and Church, who enlisted and fought in the
Great War. The building was filled, the congregation being
representative of all parts of the surrounding district. The
Premier (Hon H W S Lawson), and Mrs Lawson were
present, and the former preformed the ceremony of
unveiling the Honor Board, which was of a vert nice design,
being beautifully polished, and the lettering done neatly in
gold. The service was very appropriate throughout. The
choir rendered yeoman service with the singing, and Mrs H
McNabb presided at the organ in her usual capable manner.
After the service had been opened in a devotional manner,
by the Rev McPhee, and the lessons given, Rev C J
Graham said the officers of the church invited the presence
of the Premier, and he had much pleasure in asking Mr
Lawson to unveil the Honor Roll. The congregation stood
whilst Mr Lawson removed the Union Jack from in front of
the Honor Board. He remarked that he did, on behalf of the
residents unveil the Honor Board to the glory of God, and to
commemorate the memoryof the young men connected with
the church and Sunday school, who, in time of war, went to
fight for their country. Their names would be perpetuated for
all time. The benediction being pronounced by the Rev
McPhee, followed by the singing of the National Anthem
terminated the Service.

Researched by Janet Trudgeon from the microfilmed ECHO issues held by the Newstead Historical Society

Local Activities - April 2021
Railway Arts Hub A Month of ‘Particles’ Fri 2nd 7pm then weekends 10am - 4pm for
the month of April. For further info see page 4 Prue 0428 391 707l
Fri

2

CFA RCH Good Friday Appeal
Football/Netball Maldon v Newstead
Good Friday service Anglican Church 7pm

Chris 5476 2310
Mark 0427 779 786
Darcy 0407 245 951

Sun

4

CFA Training Fire Station 9.15am

Doug 0427 762 353

Tue

6

Spinners

Anja 0407 806 004

Wed

7

CWA Meeting International Day NCC 10am

Thur

8

CFA Annual Meeting Fire Station 7.30pm

Sat

10 Bonsai workshop

Barry 0417 581 808

Fri

16 Open Mic Night Arts Hub

Prue 0428 391 707l

Mon

19 Historical Society AGM Courthouse 7.30pm
ECHO Deadline

Tue

20 Spinners

Anja 0407 806 004

Sat

24 Football/Netball Newstead v Dunolly

Mark 0427 779 786

Sun

25

Janet 5476 2437
Doug 0427 762 353

Joan 5476 2327

ANZAC Day Service Memorial Park 11am

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Community Bus Regular Service
Hatha Yoga (not hols)
Golf Croquet
Scrapbooking
Tai Chi
Men’s Shed

Wednesdays - Maryborough
Thursdays - Castlemaine

RTC 5476 2360

Monday NCC 9.00am
Wednesday NCC 7 - 9.30pm
Monday Hilliers St 9.30am
First and third Mondays, RTC 11am

Wendy 0490 064 084

Tuesday NCC 10am
Monday The Shed 9am - 1pm
Tuesday The Shed 8am – 3pm
Friday The Shed 8am - 12noon
Friday Pool, fish n chips 6.30pm
Sunday The Shed 8am –1pm

Marcus 0468 732 271
Graeme 0418 723 196

Kerry 5476 2315
Jen 5476 2436

Newstead Echo Online
www.newsteadecho.org

Community Lunch
Capoeira

Wednesday Mechanics Hall 12.30pm
Wednesday NCC 6.15pm - 7.45pm

Anthony 0490 055 918
Maikel 0490 176 218

Bowls

Thursday Bowls 5pm

Graham 0400 931 347

Library Book Covering

Friday RTC 9.30am

SOME USEFUL NEWSTEAD CONTACTS:
Rural Transaction Centre
5476 2360
Newstead Public Cemetery,
5476 2447
Newstead Police Station
5476 2250
Newstead Post Office & Pharmacy
5476 2203
Anglican Church
0427 170 927
Catholic Church
5476 2710
Newstead Country Store
5476 2252
Newstead Friendly Grocer And Bakery 5476 2400
Newstead Meat Supply
5476 2217
Enviroshop
5472 4160
Dig Café
5476 2744
New Boots
0492 867 319
Crown Hotel
5476 2222
CFA
0408 527 910
Primary School
5476 2226
Mens Shed
0418 723 196
Community Garden
0439 003 469
Historical Society
5476 2327
Arts Hub
0428 391 707
CWA
5476 2437
Spinners
0407 806 004
Bowls
0400 931 347
Art Salon
0408 507 882

Newstead Echo
Contributions to be emailed to:
contrib@newsteadecho.org If this is not
possible a paper copy can be left at the
RTC by 4pm on or before the published
deadline. Contact name and phone
number must be included on all
contributions. Anonymous articles will not
be accepted.
Published by the volunteer Echo
Committee, Pam Connell, Jill Bant,
Gordon Dowell, Jenny Gregory, Jane
Lean. Audrey Mancor, John Nieman,
Geoff Rye, Janet Trudgeon, Brendan
Walker, Frances Wade, Gayle Wallin and
Jennifer Warburton.
The printing of the Echo is made possible
by the Mount Alexander Shire Council.
Meeting space courtesy of RTC.
500 copies are distributed throughout
retail outlets in the Newstead district by
the first of each month, except January.
Website hosting Ian Sherwell.
All relevant material will be printed unless
it is party political, of an objectionable
nature, space constraints or considered
commercial advertising. Anonymous
articles will not be accepted.
Articles must generally not exceed 400
words. The committee accepts no
responsibility for errors within
contributions and exclusions. The
committee reserves the right to edit
articles for clarity.
A reminder is emailed to contributors
each month prior to the deadline. If you
would like to be added to this list email
Janet on jantru@bigpond.com
Committee contact for this month is:
Janet Trudgeon 5476 2437

RTC 5476 2360

Do You Need a Justice of the Peace
Local Justices of the Peace are ;
Alison Carson - 0438 394 811
Janet Hancy - 0431 698 525
Malcolm Fyffe - 0427 766 291
Also Signing Station
Tuesday 1pm - 3pm
CHIRP 13 Mostyn St Castlemaine

• Available before the print edition
• Photographs in colour.
• Save trees & decrease costs

For new edition notification, add your
email address to the mailing list from
the website email link,
CWA

Country Women’s Association

NAH

Newstead Arts Hub

NAS

Newstead Art Salon

NCC

Newstead Community Centre

NCG

Newstead Community Garden

NCL

Newstead Community Library

NDHS

New & District Historical Society

NPS

Newstead Primary School

NRR

Newstead Recreation Reserve

NRC+RR New. Racecourse Rec. Reserve
RTC

Rural Transaction Centre

